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(hriſtian Reader. 


T is the unſpeakable unhappineſs of all the 
Children of Men whilſt in a natural con- 
dition, that they are favoured only with 

- Temporal Bleſſings ; and as an aggrava- 
tion of their miſery, their Spirit ſkendeth prima” 
rily and chiefly towards thoſe Earthly Enjoy- 
ments, they are minding Earthly things, Phil. 
3. 19. their higheſt purſuits are after theſe, they 
eſtimate 21 value themſehves according to the 
meaſures of theſe which they have enrichmens 
with, they are carnally minded, which is death, 
Rom. 8.6. They are dead to the things of God, 
which are-of higheſt concernment to their Souls. 

On the other hand, all, even the loweſt Chri- 
ſftians, are Priviledged not only with ſome, but: 
with all Spiritual Bleſſings, Eph. I. 3. So as 
they are rightly denominated Spiritual Men, 
I Cor. 2. 15. Gal. 6. 1. They are ſo in their 
principles. Indeed, by a non-improvement thereof, 
A'S although 
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To the Reader. 
although the ſtanding frame of their heart 
is to Spixitual things Wt many, if nat aſt, 
come exceedingly ſhort in point of prattice, that 
it may be ſaid to them, as 1 Cor. 3. 1. Are 
ye not carnal, and walk 'as men ? They areÞ , 
apt to Diviſions, and ſq are, Carnal, V. 3. To 
build hay and ſtubble , (that which will not 
abide the fire, and is of little value ) 
the true foundation, and: fo are carnal 2 
worldly, and do not exerciſe Grace in its. dye 
height upon all occaſions, and ſo are carnal. 
Ti © reduce or advance Chriſtians unto their 
proper frame and temper of ſpirituality, this 
eminent and judicious Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt 
Mr. John Cromwell (the Author of the en- 


ſuing Sermons) bath diſcovered what Spiritual 


It is 4 matter of lamentation that ſuch a la- 
bas er in the Lords Vineyard ſhould ſo early be 
tr anſplanted to eternity, and that when ſo mauy 
other eminent Minjſters have lately keen re- | 5 
moved from that place by death. þ 
Theſe Sermons were taken from his. mouth by | t 
the Pen of aready Writer , they would "ES.4 0 
come forth in a better dreſs, aud with much | C 
more advantage if they had been poliſhed. with | 2 
his own han bur as they are here preſemted | g 
to view they may be exceedingly uſeful to thoſe Þ} ©, 
whoſe Citizenſhip is in heaven, their affections im J1 
Heaven, their converſations in Heaven mhiljt 
they are on Earth, Indeed 


Bleſſ ngs they are intruſted with, S 
1 
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Ta the Reader: 

Indeed they evidence that be himſelf had ar- 
rived at a more than ordinary ſtrain of Spiri- 
tuality, mhich is a great excellency, becauſe 
Spiritual Bleſſings are moſt excellent, the beſt 
of Bleſſings. 

They have the beſt Original, they have the 
beſt Father, even him who is the Father of our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, Eph. 1. 3. They come from 
the beſt place, not from Earth, but Heaven | in 
beaverly places | from Gods Throne, thence: he 
giveth forth all theſe of the beſt nature, it may. 
be rendred [| in. beavenlies | 1. e. Not only in 
heavenly places,bur in heavenly things. 

Tea Spiritual Bleſſings have 4 tendency to 
the imbelliſhing, and adorning the nobleſt part, 
the immortal Soul ; a man may be enriched nith 
temporal Bleſſings, and his Spirit may be the 
worſe for theſe, but ever is. the better for theſe 
Spiritual Bleſſings. 

They furniſh for the beſt ' operations and att- 
ings ; Earthly things may ixaiſpoſe for the 
higheſt Services and moſt glorious imployments, 
they may be clogs and heavy weights preſſing 
down, which muſrſbe Bo off tn running the- 
Chriſtian. race, Heb. 12. 1. But Spiritual 
Bleſſings capacitate for the choiceſt attings;they 
give the beſt diſcerning of matters which are 
of higheſt concei nment and greateſt moment, 
I Cor. 2.15. The Spiritual man judgeth all 


things, 1. Ee, Spiritual men are enabled to paſs  « 


right 


To the Reader: 
right Fudgment upon Divine matters, and 
what concern themſelves, their own conditions, 
their own Salvation and what isconducible to it, 
and this far beyond what a natural man, one 
in anatural condition by the greateſt parts can 
attain unto. ©. 

' They capacitate to be Spiritually helpful unto 

others who are fallen by temptation, Gal. 6. 1. 
If a man be overtaken with a fault, ye which 
are Spiritual reſtore ſuch'a one,put him in joint 

again. They help to deſcry the ways and me- 
thods of Satan. in tempting, and of Feſus Chriſt 
in ſuccouring. . They qualify to eucounter and 
confiitt with Spiritual enemies, and reſiſt Spiri- | 
tual evils, which there is the greateſt difficulty 
in the withſtanding of, Eph. 6- 12. The grace | 
of humility helpeth to expell Spiritual pride, 
and the grace of love helpeth againſt ſelf-love.. 
Spiritual Bleſſings will enable to make improve- 
ment of all occurrences towards the higheſt ad- 
vantage, he that is carnal maketh an ill uſe of 
all that is before him, he turneth all to ſin, to 
himſelf, he ſetteth corruption or ſin on work, by: 
all Enjoyments, Riches, Pleaſures, Relations, yea 
even by the gracious attings of the Saints, but 
he that 1s Spiritual maketh uſe not only of en- 
Joyments, but even of the worſt befalments, as 
Tryals and affiittions, towards Raiſing, beight- 
ning and mounting, his Soul more towards God, 
he by a Spiritual Chymiſtry can extratt goad 
Wa . out 


 Tothe Reader. 


out of the worſt that betideth him. Spiritual 


'Bleſſings will advance to a chooſing the higheſt 


and beſt ends; When others. have inferiour, baſe 


and low ends of their attings, ſuch as are privi- 
ledged with theſe will maks God their ultimate 
and chiefeſt end, they have a frame for doing 
all to the glory of God, 1 Cor. 10, 31, Tea 
Spiritual Bleſſings are diſcriminating, differen- 
ing of Chriſtians fromothers, 1 Cor. 2. v, 14, 
I5. And ſothey are evidences of the ſpecial fa- 
vour and love of God, v.10. Whereas a man 
may have other enjoyments and yet be an objett 
of the higheſt wrath and indignation of the Al- 
mighty. 
And onc2 more, Spiritual bleſſings they are 
eternal Bleſſings; other things are of no contt- 
nuance, aman may ſoon be ſtripped and diſpoſ- 
ſeſſed of them, but Spiritual Bleſſings will never 
be loſt, they will abide for ever, all which ſuffici- 
ently argue that they have a tranſcendent excel- 
lency far above other things, 1 
And all theſe are diſpenſed out in Feſus Chriſt, 


Eph. 1. 3. They may bave a large meaſure of 


temporal things, and yet be out of Chriſt, but 
theſe are all vouchſafed- in him, they are the 
fruit of his purchaſe, obtained by a union with 


him. He is the great repoſitory, the ſtore houſe 


where all Spiritual Bleſſings are treaſured up, 
Col.'Js 19. It pleaſed the Father that in him 
ſhoulda al fulneſs dwell, that we might have re- 
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To the Reader. 
courſe to him for all ſupplies evermore. Thoſe ina 
Chriſtleſs condition are deſtitate thereof, what. 
. ever their attainments be, and the great reaſon” 
why Chriſtians are 10 niort repleniſhed there- 
with. is becauſe they repair no #re to him, that 
: they may have ſupplies. : | 
: None. are to'content themſelves with ahy lo- 
-wer degree ; bat-yet-thoſe who have the ſwialleſt 
portion may be ſupported ard coxiforted by the 
ſecond Subjeft, viz. That where there is grace 
"but as 4 grain of. Corn, the loweſt meaſure, et 
"the Lord hath a high eſtimation of it. And 
that all grace may be multiplied ſhall be the 
Prayer of him who is 


- A Servant. of Chriſt 
in the Goſpel; 
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SERMON: I. 


Epheſians $4. 
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eÞ Bleſſed be the God and Father of our 
f Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who bath bleſſed 
4 us with all OShiritual Bleſſings, in 
” Heavenly places in Chriſt. 


T is the Intereſt of Chriſtians, all 
the Circumſtances of their lives, 
ro enquire after and make ſure of 
ſomething that is Spiritual. There ' 

is nothing that Sarandeſigns more, then 
"AF either- to obſtrut rheir Right, or to 
JI Cloud their Right, to -thole Bleſſings: - 
Fare Spiritual and Eternal. Of a 
es,a Life of Faith, converſant inthin 
that are 'not ſeen, is the moſt hateful 
J Life to the Devil, and the moſt unknown | 
AJ Life to the World,but the propereſt Life _ 
7) that. a Chriſtian can live, in and under 
"I all the variety "of his Condition here 
J below ; Chriſtians, you underſtand - the 
B  delign 


CA 2; ail 
deſign of the Devil, and of the World, 


upon your temporals; how far it will 
pleaſe the Majeſty of Heaven, to give 
them leave to proſper in their deſign, I 
cannot determine, but that you and I 
may have {omething to bear up our Spi-l 
rits withal, whatever liberty or allow- 
ance they have trom Heaven: That we 
may have ſomething to rejoyce our 
hearts withal; I have therefore propoſed 
to {peak ſomething to you from theſe 
words, which are a diſcovery of the un- 
ſeen bleſledneſs of a Chriſtian, in and 
under all the Circumſtances of' his Con 
dition in this Life. | 
If you ſhould ask me what a Chriſti 
an is, Lwould tell you as to his ſtate.that he 
is 4 Spiritual man, Bleſſed with all Spiritu- 
all Bleſſings, by the God and Father of Jeſus, 
Chriſt, in Teſws Chriſt. This is a Chriſti- k 
an, and this is a Chriſtians ſtate : AndFi: 
| ſrely the Apoſtle ſaw great reaſon, tofh. 
rejoyce, upon his view and apprehentiol 
of this; no ſooner did it begin to bubs# 
ble in his Spirit, but ſo ſoon as ever 1t 
began to work in his heart, he breaks 
forth into Bleſſings of the author of ity 
Bleſſed, ſays he, be the God and Father of% 
our Lord Feſus Chriſt, who hath Bleſſed 
24 with all Spiritual Bleſſings ts Heavenly: 
places tn Chriſt. | 1 
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Spiritual Bleſſings in Chriſt. 3 
I ſhall only take notice of theſe 3 things, 
that are principallycompriſed in thewords. 
1. And the firſt is the true Goſpel Rela- 
tive and perſonal ſtate of a Chriſtian, he is 
a Bleſſed man. "If there be any perſonally 
TE Bleſſed, it is he, if there be any that have 
any reſerve of perſonal Bleflings, it is 
he; if there be any that have any Rela- 
d tive Bleſſings, it ishe 3 all Bleflings,. all 
ou forts of Bleſſings he is Bleſſed with. 
E 2. The Second thing that I would ob- 
ſerve out of the words. is this: The ſecu- 
rity and certainty of theſe Bleſſings, It is a 
work not to be done, but a workthat is al- 
. Bready done;Bleſflings not lodged in deczeit- 
Wu! hearts,bur in faithful hands ; Bleffings 
ot betruſted with one that may miſcarry, 
but with one whom God knows cannot 
- Wniſcarry; and therefote you may obſerve 
KheApoſtlehere tells us;that the buſineſs is 
done, that the Bleſſings are given,Blefſed 
We theGod andFather,8c.H/ho hathBleſſed 
with all Spiritual bleſſings in Chriſt. Sure- 
- By ourNaturalBlefſings,theBleffings of our 
"*K-reationwere very greatBleſſings,ourMo- 
- Fl Bleſſings were very great Bleſſings, but 
ot to be compared to theſe Spiritual 
Bleſſings, neither were they fo enſured. 
For God Bleſſed all the Poſterity of 
"FÞ44an, © with all Natural Bleſſings in 
HY B 2 Adam, 


4 A Diſcourſe of 

Adam, but you know - what became of 
them, but the Bleſſings of the New 
Covenant, they are Spiritual Bleſſings, 
no more to be truſted in the hands of any, 
but of one whom God dare venture to 
truſt withal ; therefore ſays he, Bleſſe 

be the God and Father of our Lord Feſw 
Chriſt , who hath Bleſſed us with all Spiri 
tmal Bleſſings in Chriſt. | 
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The third thing that is remarkable ir 
the words is this, the Author, or the great 
Blefjer : Whole Glory the Apes re 
doth exemplify and illuſtrate by his Re 
lation unto the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; anc 
that ſeems to be repreſented to us unde 
this double conſideration. | 

Firſt he is the God of the Lord Te 
that died that he might purchaſe theſe Spt 
ritual Bleſſngs for w. And | 

Secondly, He is not only the Gu 
of the purchaſing Feſus, but he 15 alſs hi 
Father, If there be any ſecuriry or ad 
vantage ariſing to Chriſtians, that Ga 
1s Chriſts God, the advantage lies hert 
and is improvable in this Caſe. 7t & | 

| that Blefſeth us, If there be any adva 
tage that reſults from the Relation 
God has to Chriſt as a Father, 

was never diſhonoured by him, a Fatt 
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Fpiritual Bleſſings in (Chriſt. 5 
that was never diſpleaſed nor grieved 
with him,this redounds alſo unto Chriſti- 
ans, to illuſtrate the Glory of their 
Bleſſedneſs, and to evidence the truth 
and certainty of their Eternal enjoyment 
of him; he is not a God that isa God of 
40 diſtance in concern, but he is a God con- 
i cerned, and not only concerned in the 

Relations of the Goſpel to us, bur in all 
the Relations of the Goſpel unto Chriſt, 
whois related unto Chriſtians : So that 

8 a Chriſtian may ſay, the God and Fa- 
J ther of my Lord, of my head, has Bleſſed 
ef me with all Spiritual Bleſſings,iz »y Lord, 
nd ”” head, The God and Father of my Huf- 
iy £474 has Blefled me with all Spiritual 
Bleflings 1m zy Huſband ; The God and 

7 Facher of iy AMediatour has Bleſſed 
oo me with all Spiritual Ha. in my Me- 
' 4atour : So that, 'my Friends, you may 
of !ook upon God not Bleſſing us as a God 

J at large, butas a God- engaged in Rela- 

1 tion to Chriſt. It is the God and Father 
2 of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. The {ame 
$ God that Bleſſed Adam; but now God 
— WMappearing as a Bleſſing God in another 
A Relation, andclothing himſelf with ano- 
2 ther Glory; he Bleſſed him -as the Crea- 
tor, ay but he is now Blefſing Chriſti- 
Jans, as the God nd Pager of Chriſt 4 
NS 3 us, 


6 . ADiſcourſe of 
ſus. And thus now I have opened the 
words to you. 
The Propoſitions that lie in the words 
are many, but intending this only.-as an 
occaſional diſcourſe, I {hall therefore 
confine my {elf to theſe two or: three. 
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Do&t. 1. That the Bleſſings . that proper- 
ly belong unto Chriſtians, and are gru- 
en to Chriſtians, they are all Spiritual 
Bleſſings. = 


Grace could neyer content its (elf, in- 
finite grace could never bound its elf, 
all the bleſſings a {inner ſtands in need 0 
to make him a Saint,and all the Bleſling 
a Saint ſtands in need of, to make him 
an Eternally Bleſſed Saint, theſe are 
the Bleſſings, that are the proper pore 
tion of Chriftians- Let God diſpoſe © 
temporal Bleſſings at his pleaſure ; theſe 
are below the grace of God, to make 
them the Childrens Portion. Let God 
a them to whom he pleaſe: So he do 
Out reſerve to you theſe that are of a bet 
rer Nature, and- theſe you ſee are Blel- 
ſings without Limitation, all Spiritual 
Bleflings are beſtowed upon Chriſtians 
Surely then Chriſtians may cry out; and 
have reaſon to cry out. O! What A. od 
2 | | "ol 
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' * Spiritual Bleſſings in Chriſt, +7 
have we ? O what a Father have we? O! 
What Fatherly grace works in the heart 
5 of our Father, who has Bleſſed us not 
ng with ſome few, but with a/, Spiritual 
'& Bleſſings, there is not a Bleſſing wanting, 
no one ſhall want his Bleſſing. | 


«a 'Do&. 2. That all the Bleſſings that God 
U- has beſtowed upon Chriſtians, are all 
al ſecured to and for Chriſtians in Chriſt 


Teſus. 


Chriſtians with all the advantage of 
all their poſſible grace, on this fide Glo- 
ry, are not fit to be truſted,that is, to be 
made the ſole Truſtees of any one Bleſ- 
{ing, that is wrapt up in any one promiſe 
rey whatſoever: They are not fit to be folely 

$ truſted with their pardon, got fit to be 
ſolely truſted with their peace. Grace 
hath found out a better way, Grace 
hatch cheſen a bettee method, and hath 
aſſured all, and betruſted all for Chriſti- 
j ans in the hand of Chriſt. Who hath. 
Bleſſed us with allSpiritual Bleſſings inChriſt 
| Feſws, lays the Apoltle, p 

DoR.-3. That the God and Father,as the 

God & Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
bath thus Bleſſed, and thus betruſted 
 ChriſfttiansBleſſings in the hands of Feſus. 
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A Diſcourſe of 
Bleſſed be the God and Father of out 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, &c. You may ob- 
{erve in other Scriptures, a like Intro- 
duction of the Apoſtles Epiſtles, with 
this, in 2 Cor. 1. 3. Bleſſed be God, even the 
Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Fa- 
ther of mercies, and the God of all comfort, 
who comforteth us, &c. Has any Chrifti- 
an any comfort, why it is the God and 
Father of Jeſus, that gives them com- 
fort, has any Chriſtian any grace given 
him,Grace be to you,and Peace from the Lord 
Feſus Chriſt. He is not only our Father, 
but he is the Father of our Lord Jeſus, 
and as he 1s the Father of Jeſus, he is the 

Father and Fountain of all our mercies. 
Theſe are. the three principal Propo- 
ſitions that lie in the words. Ir is only 
the firſt of theſe that I deſign (if the 
Lord pleaſe ) ro make the Subject of 
this days diſcourſes, and my defign in 
diſcourling upon it is this, that I may 
(if it be the Lords pleaſure) raiſe up 
your minds, and fix your Hearts, upon 
what is Spiritual and unſeen. God never. 
eſtimated a Cr by any viſible Bleſ- 
{ings he gave him here, they are not al- 
ways the beſt Chriſtians, that are the 
riche{t or honourableſt, but he eſtimates 
a Chriſtianin the ballance of the Sanctu-! 
| ary + 


7? 


"4 


« » £8 
FROIR a5 
\ > : . \ ifs 5 . 92:8 Ao £ 


Spiritual Bleſſings in Chriſt 9g 

: he is weighed with all his Spiritual 
Bleflings z if thou beeſt never {o accom- 
pliſate, if thou beeſt never ſo Bleſſed 
with temporals, yet let me tell thee, thou 
maiſt be found light, and thou maiſt be 
found too light too, when God comes 
to weigh thee. But God eſtimates and 
weighs a Chriſtian by what is Spiritual 


in him, by what is unſeen in him: 


And therefore Chriſtians, I pray at- 
tend unto the opening of this inquiry. - 
Qu. What are thoſe Spiritual Bleſſings, 
wherewith God doth bleſs Chriſtians in 

Chriſt Feſus ? | 

In the opening of this, I ſhall not ex- 
ceed, the bounds of the diſcoveries, thar 
the Holy-Ghoft has made in this Chapters 
here are Spiritual Bleſſings enough, com- 
prized in this Chapter, to take up our 
minds, and to raiſe our hearts, and there- 
fore I ſhall confine my diſcourſe to whar 
I find herein diſcovered. 

Bur before l enter into the particular 
reſolve of it, I ſhall only premiſe this 
in general, that whatſoever I mention, 
you muſt take it as the Lord intends it, 
that is, with all the advantages that are 
here diſcovered ;who hath Bleſſed us with alt, 
here is an Allneſs, an Univerſality upon 
every Spiritual Bleſſing, Ce OY 
But 


10 © ADifcourſeef 

But you will ſay, what are theſe Spiri- 
tual Bleſſings ? | 

Anſ. I (hall give you account of this 
ar theſe ior or —"_ O Rens grougd- 
ed upon ſo many ſeveral paſlages in this 
Chay'ter. Nod 

The firſt is this, by Spiritual Bleſ- 
ſongs I underſtand Eternal Elettion, And 
Eternal Election 1s called Spiritual,not | 
becauſe the Spirit is principal in giving * 
being to it, «de becauſe the Spirit is 
principal in the manage ofit, and in rhe 
application of it; it is the Father that 
chooſes us, bur ir 1s the Spirit that mana- 
ges the choice. Itis the Father that elects 
us,before the Foundations of the World, 
ay but it is the Spirit that is principally 
concerned in the inſuring, or in the ac- 
complithing of this. Election, upon this 
or that Elect Perſon : This Bleſhng the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks of, in verſe 4. According 
ſays he, as he hath choſen us in him, before 

- the Foundation of the World, that we ſhould 

be boly and without blame before him in love, 

| Ipray do but obſerve, it is an Electi- 
on unto grace, it is a choice, that God 
has made from all Eternity, A choice - 
of grace, and that unto the practice of | 
grace. Chriſtians do but conſider with - 
your ſelves, you are not only choſen to : 


have * 


| 
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have your hearts ſanctified, but to have 
all the graces of the Spirit in your hearts 
exerciſed. It is not only a perſonal, bur 
a practical holineſs,that the grace of God 
did eye in the Eternal choice that he 
madeggpf you ; you it may be ) are under 
Tverte Temptations, under diverſe fears 
of heart, ſometimes you can ſee ſome- 
thing in your hearts, and you bleſs God 
for that, but you look into your lives, 
and there is but little grace there, and 
you look into you duties, and it may be 
there is as little diſcoverable there; but 
here is the Blefledneſs that I have ſtated, 
ye are choſen that your Converſations 
thould be filled with all practical Holi- 
neſs and Godlineſs. The Apoftle- clears 
it in that paſlage, in the 4 verſe. That we 
ſhould be holy, and without blame before him, 
Taking us in our whole» complex conſt- 
deration, . taking Perſon and Converſa- 
tion, God hath choſen us, that we ſhould 
pray without blame,chat we ſhould-praile' 
him withoutt blame; that -we ſhould loye 
him without blame, and that we. ſhould: 
be without -blame before him, in our 
whole Converſation, and I pray do but 
oblerve,how our LordJeſus 1s concerned; 
in the manage of this, .in the fifrh Chap- 
ter of this ſame Epiſtle, where the Apo- 
ſtle ( or rather the Holy-Ghoſt by the 
Tf ' Apoſtle) 


12 A Diſcourſe of 
Apoſtle) propoſeth theSpiritual Husband 
25 a pattern unto Chriſtian temporal Hus- 
bands, ſays he, Husbands love your Wives, 
even as Chriſt loved the Church, verſe 25. 
But wherein doth the excellency or emi- 
nency of Chriſts Love, appear uno his 
Spouſe *You ſhall find it in the 27. verſe, 
He loved them, and he goes on to Love, and 
Love and Love;heLoves them,and he dyes 
for them,he Loves them, 8 he interteeds 
for them z he Loves them, and he rules 
them, he Loves them, and he enlight- 
ens them, he Loves them, and he 
ſtrengthens them; ay but what is the 

reat manifeſtation of his Love2 Why, 

aies he, that he might preſent it a Glorious 
Church to himſelf, not having ſpot or wrinkle, 
or any ſuch thing, but that it ſhould be holy 
4nd mithout blemiſh., God choſe us that 
we might be holy,and without blame,and 
Teſus Chriſt has ſuch a Love tous, even 
\ as the Father has, that we (ſhould be 
holy and without blame; and,my Friends, 
the Spirit is all one with the Father, and 
the Son: Does the Father chooſe us, and 
does the Son give himſelf for us, that we 
might beſo, then comes the Spirit, and 
reſolves that he will make us fo; 
and therefore you ſhall find the Apoſtle, +: 
in his Epiſtle to the Galatians, giving us 
an account of the fruits of the Spirit, n , 


» by 
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the fifth Clapter at the 18 verſe, if /o be 
ye be led by the Spirit, ye are not under the 
| Law. And then as to the energy, the 
| workings of the Spirit, why, ſays he, in 
the 17 verle, The Spirit luſteth againſt the 
fleſh. The fleſhly part in us is an unbe- 

lieving part, that is againſt living out of 
our ſelves upon Chriſt, ay but the Spi- 

rit that works contrary, unto theſe natu- 

ral luſtings, and natural workings of the 
fleſh, for ſays the Apoſtle, v. 22. The 
fruit of the Spirit 1s Love, Foy, Peace, Long- 
ſuffering, Gentleneſs, we” 4 Faith, &C. 
By comparing theſe paſlages together, 
you may raiſe this obſervation, thateven 

a8 the Father and the Son are concern- 

ed for our practical as well as perſonal 
holineſs, ſo alſo is the Spirit, he luſts, 
and he works, and he ſtrives, and he ne- 
ver leaves luſting and ſtriving, and work- 

ing againſt the fleſh,until he have brought 
forth theſe fruits of Love, Joy, Peace 
and-Long-ſuffering, and Gentleneſs, and 
goodneſs, and Faith, &c. So that this is 

' the firſt particular; God has choſen us 
unto perſonal and practical holineſs, and 

if you do obſerve it, this Spiritual Bleſ- 
ſing is alſo enſured unto us in Chriſt 

I . with all the contents of it, and with all 

the proper cftets of it. May a Poor 

cure 
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Creature ſay; But how ſhall I come to at- 


tain to this? And what ſecurity can I have 
of it > Why, fays he, according as he hath 
choſen us in him; he hath Bleſled us in him, 
according as he hath choſen us in himz 


and now, ſays he, he hath Bleſſed us with . 


all Spiritual Bleſſings in him. Bur then, 

2. TheSecondBleſling that the Apoſtle 
takes notice of, is the great Spiritual Bleſ- 
ſing of Adoption, which doth not only dil- 
cover a Relation to God, but alſo'a ſu- 
table frame, and a ſutable becoming 


ſenſe of the Relation, a ſenſe of it, and a 
frame comporting and complying with 


it : This you have an account of, in the 
5 verſe, Having predeſtinated us to the 
Adoption of Children to himſelf, 8c. I pray 
do but obſerve, what the Apoſtle here 
doth diſcover, concerning the Nature of 
this, it is the Adoption of Children to 
himſelf. The God and Father of our 
Lord Jeſus hath enſured our Adoption, 
with all the Priviledges, with all the 
Blefled conſequents of it unto us,in Chriſt 
Jeſus: *Tis the God and Father of Chriſt 


Jeſus, and he that is ſo, is in Chriſt Je- | 


ſus, a God adopting us unto himſelf by 


Jeſus Chriſt. This'you ſhall find theScrip- | 
ture frequently making mention of; ſays # 
the Apoſtle to the Romans, We have not 
» received 
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received the Spirit of Bondage, but the Spi- 
rit of Adoption, the Spirit of Sons, and 
what is the proper work of the Spirit ' of 
Adoption > You ſhall find what it is, 
Rom. 8. 15. Ye: have not received the $pi- 
rit of Bondage again to fear, but ye have 
received the Spirit of Adoption, whereby 
wecry Abba Father. Says the Apoſtle, 
ye are Sons, ay but the Sonſhip is manag- 
ed by the Spirit; ye are not only Sons, 
but the Spirit witnefleth with your Spi- 
rits, that ye are {o, and that is his proper 
work; and what is the iſſue of that? 
Why, ſays he, ye cry, Abba Father 3 you 
may £0 to God in your diſtrefles, and 
you may go to. God under your 'Tem 

tations, and you may g0 to God, as the 
God and Father of Jeſus Chriſt, under 
all your ſtraits and troubles, and under 
all your Spiritual wants, and you may 
{ay unto him, Father hear, and Father 
help. Says the Apoſtle, ye have nor re 
cetved the Spirit of Bondage again to fear, 
Indeed under the Law, when they were 
under the Power of the Spirit of Bon- 


1 dage, they ſtood at a diſtance from God, 


they were under fear; but now, ſays 
the Apoſtle, ye have not received the Spi- 


jy 71t of Bondage again to fear, bunt ye have 
J received the Spirit of Adoption, whereby ye 


cry, 
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cry, Abba Father, It is as natural a Privi- 


ledge to a Child of God, and it is as Na- 
tural Language to gracious hearts to cry, 
Abba Father, as it isfor a Child to -cry 
to his Father, Father or Mother; ye have 


received the Spirit of Adoption ſays he; and; 


the {ame thing you have the Apoſtle giv- 
ing us an account of, Gzl. 4.v. 4, 5. God 
ſent forth his Son made of a woman, made 
under the Law.Why,what then ? That we 
might receive the Adoption of Hons, and be- 
cauſe ye are Yons,. ſays he, God hath ſent 
. forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, 
crying, Abba Father. T would only ob- 
ſerve this to you, which it may be is not 
{o obvious to every apprehenſion : Com- 
pare but theſe two Scriptures together, 
and you ſhall find that in the one he-is 


theSpirit of Adoption,as he is theFathers. 


Spirit, and in the other he is the Spirit of 

doption, as he is the Spirit of the Son, 
for faich he, he has ſent forth the Spirit 
of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba 
Father. The Spirit of the Lord Jeſus, 


the ſame Spirit that influenced the Hu- 
mane Nature, and in which Jeſus Chrift 
always prayed to God as a Father,and al- 

1 varie-, 
ty of providences, as with a Father, the 


ways walked with God, under a 
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Lime Spirit he hath ſent forth, arid this 
ame Spirit that cryed A9ba Father in 
| Chriſt,crys Abba Father allo — 
'| 3. The thirdSpiritual Bleſſing that che 
ef Apoſtle makes mention of in this Chap- 
1} ter is,- wntverſal Acceptance of Chriſtians 1n 
=} all caſes, notwithſtanding all diſovligements z 
{4} one would wonder that a child :thould 
eÞ fin,and though the fin be rejected, yet the 
ef child ſtand {till in a ſtate of acceptation, 
- | though the Father ſ{conrze the Child, yer 
t | he doth not unchild the Child. This you 
5, | bave an account of, verſe 6. ro the praiſe 
> of che glory of his grace, wherein he hath 
tf made + accepted in the beloved. I pray do 
i--& but obſerve it : There is nothing that a 
r, | Chriſtian can propoſe to himſelf, there 
iS is no caſe that the Devil, .and the world 
rSfcan expole a Chriſtian to but the 
of U Chriſtian is ftill accepred in Chriſt 
n, Jeſus, and that 'notwichſtanding all his 
4 Yfears, and under all his Jealoufies, and in 
va the face of all his conſcience accuſations, 
S,fand his own ſelf-condemnations, yet the 
FChild is accepted, the Chriftian is accep= 
Jted, who hath made us ( lays he ) accep- . 
Jted in the beloved ; my friends this is a * 
Jereat Spiritual Bleſhng indeed. There 3 
Jare: many that have their hearts greatly 
oncerned, and their Spirit wonderfully 


C diſquieted 
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diſquieted about their acceptance; O that 
I did but know that God did accept me! 
O that I dj but know that I were accey 
*ed in ChniſtJeſus! Why truly,Chriſtian 
this is one of your proper Spiritual Ble 
fings,a Bleſſing which the Spirit is princi 
pally concerned in the manage of; He hat 
made us, {ays he, accepted. Though there 
be never {olittle grace in the heart, ye 
it 15 accepted 3 two Mites that the pot 
Widow caſt into the Treaſury, ye 
know what acceptation it found with the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt; Yerily, ſays he, 1 ſa 
wnto you ſhe hath caft in more then they ak 
they of their abundance have caſt intot} 
Treaſury, but ſhe hath caſt in even all th 
ſhe hath. O Sirs, if you have never {oli 
tle grace, caſt it into your prayers, - a 
caſt it into your Sermons, and caſt it int 
& imploy it in your converſations:Veril 
will Chriſt fay,this man hath done more 
then ſuch a one, hehad but a few gif 
and he imployed them all,he hath bar a lit 
tle grace, and behold I ſee this littlei 
every duty ; Verily he hath done mor 
like a Chriſtian, then others that ha 
a great deal, and yet not half 6 
( conſidering their proportion ) to I, 
found 1n their duties The hand of t 
Lord hath been open, and hath filk 
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many of your underſtandings,with a great 
deal of Gopel light, but: alas there is but 
little of it ſeen in your lives and in your 
hearts; it may.be you are filled jwith 
grace, ay but there is but little of this 
grace to be ſeen in your duties : There 
comes a poor humble Chriſtian with his 
Mite to pray, and with his Mite to hear 
and behold he caſtsall in, and the Lord 
ſees that all the grace that is in his heart 
he puts forth in every duty, and he exer- 
ciſeth in every Ordinance; Verily, ſays 
Chriſt,I-ſay unto you,ſhe hath done more 
then they all: Therefore, my friends,let 
me tell you, the God & Father of Jeſus 
Chriſt ( for fill we muſt conſider him 
ander that notion ) I ſay the God and fa- 
ther of Jeſus Chriſt hath made us accep- 
ted in the beloved, if there be any thing 
that is unacceptable in thee, if there be 


-c4 nothing to be ſeen in thee but what is dif 


J obliging,yet the Lord hath made you that 
I are Chriſtians accepted in the beloved, not 
Þ accepted in nou OWN graces, not accept- 
J ed in your ſelves,not accepted for this or 


J that or the other, bur all your acceptance 
"14 15 ſtill in Chriſt, who bath made ws accep- 
ted in the beloved. Now my friends, that. 
A the Spirit of the Lord doth manage this, 
A this alſo is evident, if we do but conſider 

HH what 
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what it is wherein our perſonal accepta- 
tion lies ; doth it lie in our gracious qua- 
lifcations which we receive from Jeſus 
Chriſt? why thoſe we receive by the 
Spirit 3 doth the Lord accept us upon the 
account of the exerciſe of any grace in 
any duty ? why truly all this is alſo from 
the ſame Spirit. There are, {ays the A- 
poltle, diverſity of gifts, and diverſity of 
operations, ay but {till there is one and 
the ſame Spirit : It is the ſame Spirit. It 
pe be there is a great deal of humility 
inthy duty, of in thy heart, and thou art 
accepted in Jeſus Chriſt, but how cameſt 
thou by this humility > how cameſt thou 
by this meekneſs > why the Spirit of che 
Lord hath reſted upon thee in the form of 
a Dove, as the Spirit of meeknels, and as 
the Spirit of lowlineſs, and as the Spirit 
of ſelfdenial : The ſame ſpirit that reſted 
upon Chriſt, the ſame Spirit alſo hath re- 
ſited upon thee: So that you ſee alſo in this 
third great Spiritual Blefling how far the 
Spirit, and how much the {fon is alfo con- 
cerned, to the praiſe of the glory of his 
grace, wherein he hath made us accep- 
red in the beloved : O my friends, that 
there ſhould be ſuch a myſtery as this, 
and all the Priviledges & advantages of 
it ſhould be enſured to all the ſeed Fu 
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Spiritual Bleſſmgs in Chriſt. 21 
Teſts Chriſt !It is God that makes us, and 
not we our ſelves , accepted in the Be- 
loved, wherein he hath made us accepted in 
the Beloved. I will break off with this 
one ſhort Reflexion, upon what I have al- 
ready delivered, 

USE. You ſee my Brethren, in the 
worſt of times here 1s the Beſt of Bleſſings 
enſured, in 'the worſt of circumſtances 
here are the gloriouſeſt priviledges in 


| fafe hands for you +; what can you delire 


more then all Spiritual Bleſſings of the 
God and Father of Jeſus Chriit ? what 
can You detire more ? It may be he hath 
Bleſſed fuch a one with temporal Ble(- 
ſings, ſuch a one he hath Bleſſed with 
wiidom, and ſuch a one with ſtrength, and 
ſuch a one with riches and honour, and 
the like, ay but my Friends, he hath not 
blefſed every one with all Temporal 
Bleſſings ; lays Eſau to his Brother Facob, 
I have enough my Brother : ay but it was 
only Facob, It was only J1/rael that had 
prevailed with God, that could ſay, 1have 
all My Brother; I have all things, what did 
he mean ? TI have God for my exceeding 
great reward, and I have all things inthe 
Covenant ; I have all things in the blef- 
{ing,I have all things in the promiſe. Now 
Chriſtians, take an occalion from hence to 

C 3 make 
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make an eſtimate of the vaſt difference 
that there is between a Chriſtian indeed, 
and one that is bat a Chriſtian in ſhew, 
one that lay under great worldly diſad- 
vantages; and yet a Chriſtian, and one 
that lay under, or that is advanced up to 
the top of all ſecular advantages and ble(- 
{tngs, and preferments, even by God 
himſelf. Would you know Chriſtians 
where the difference lay? why it lies here; 
the one hath all,and that for ever,and the 
other hath but what he hath in part, and 
that not ſecured neither; worldlings they 
have not their greatneſs in Chriſt, they 
have not their honour given them | - 
in Chriſt, they have not their Rela- 
tions given them in Chriſt ; No, no, my 
Friends, but now the meaneſt Chriſtizn, 
hath-not only all things, but all things en- 
{ured him in Chriſt ; he is not only a 
| better man then the gene} worldling 
1s, upon the account of the extent ; but 
alſo upon the account of the Method and 
Manner wherein all is given him, and ſe- 
cared to him. There is not a perſon in 
the world that can ſay, or ever could ſay 
T have all things; Nebuchadnezzar in all 
- his glory could not ſay, 7 have all things : | 
But a poor Chriſtian, a poor perſecuted 
Paul could cry out, I have all things, and I 
ET can 
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cando all things; even then when he had 
nothing at all in coinpariſon, ſays he, 1 have 
all things and abound, 

Now Chriſtians, I pray - you rejoyce in 

our condition. And TI beleech you {inners, 
ones all Chriſtians; for whileſt you are 
25 you are, you have but ſome things, and 
what you have is all out of Chriſt ; but do 
but become Chriſtians,do bur give up your 
heads and hearts to the Lord,and then you 
may ſay, Bleſſed be the God and father of 
the Lord Feſus, who hath bleſſed ime with all 
Spiritual bleſſings in Chriſt. 


SERMON IL 
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Bleſſed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, who hath Bleſſed 
us with all Spiritual Bleſſings, in 
Heavenly places in Chriſt, 


(| FH: deſign of the Apoſtle in theſe 
-& words ſeems to be to ſet the Crown 


upon the head of Chriſt; and to diſcover 
that it is the intendment of the Father in 


C 4. all 
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all his bleſſings that * he beſtows upon his 
Children to do ſo too; the Father re- 
ceives nothing from Chriſtians, but he re- 
celves it from them in Chriit ; and the Fa- 
ther gives nothing to Chriſtians , but he 
gives it to themin Chiriſt z God was al- 
ways 1n Chriſt reconciling the world to 
himſelf, and he will be always in Chrilſt a 
God and a Father to thoſe that he hath 
choſen out of the world. and reconciled : 
Though he be the God and Father of our 
Lord, yet he doth not look uporr it as an 
a&t -beloiv his grace to bleſs thoſe that. he 
hath given to Chriſt; *Tis not below him 
to avouch the relation to them allo, as he 
is the Father af our Lord Jetus,he bleſfles all 
thatare in Jeſus, with all Spiritual bleſſings 
1n Jeſus. ' 

That Propoſition which we inſiſted up- 
on vas this. 


Do. That God hath bleſſed every Chri- 
ſtian in Chriſt with all Spiritual bleſſings, 


Chriſtians have mote then the world is 
worth in poſſeſſion, but the reverſions of a 
Chriſtian are not to be compared, they | 
are not tobe eftimated w ith any thing that 
God can give in this preſent world : Ir is' 
not temporal bleſſings, the bleſſings os ba 

hes <= 
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land of Canaan, but it is Spiritual bleſſings, 
the bleſſings of the Kingdom of Heaven, 
that the God and Fa ther of Je us Chriſt 
hath ſtated upon all his Chiidren in Chriſt 
Jeſus. Bleſſed be the God and Father of 
our Lord Feſus, who hath bleſſed us with all 
Spiritual Bleſſings in Chriſt. Becauſe I 
intend this diſcourſe only as occaſional, I 
ſhall therefore confine the reſolve and the 
diſpatch of the doctrinal part at preſent to 
this one 1nquiry. | 

Queſt. What are thoſe Spiritual Bleſſings 
with which it hath pleaſed the Father to bleſs has 
people in Chriſt ? | 
 Anſ.. In the opening of this I premiſed 
this in general, that there 1s an univerſalir 
annexed to every particular Spiritual ble{- 
ſing: It is not only annexed to the ſorts of 
bleſſings, but to every bleſſing of every 
ſort. I could mention but Three. 

The laſt that we mentioned was this; an 
un iverſal acceptation with the Father in all 
caſes notwithſtanding all difobligements. 
O, ſays a Poor Chriſtian,if I were but fati{- 
fied that God would accept me, with all the 
diſobliging notwithſtandings of my heart 


 andlife,and of my Duties,how Nappy ſhould 
e 


I be! and indeed ſo thou wouldſt be,if God 
would accept thee notwithſtanding all 
thy unprofitablene(s,notwirhſtanding all the 

| treachery 
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treachery of thy heart, notwithſtanding all: 


thy oppoſition to,8 grievings of his bleſſed 
Spirit, notwithſtanding all the diſhonour 
that thou haſt done unto himſelf, his So 
and his bleſſed Spirit, if the Lord woul 


but accept thee, thou wouldſt be happy in- 


deed; why Chriſtian, ;here is thy ſpiritual - 
bleſledneſs, at the 6th verſe ro the praiſe of 


the glory of his grace wherein he hath made us 
accepted in the beloved Lord ( may every 

or Chriſtian ſay ' what am I? I accepted 
in the beloved ? I accepted in the beloved 
Son? In the beloved Saviour ? In the be- 
loved high Prieſt > Lord what manner of 
grace is this! This is not the kindneſs of 
man: Chriſtians let me tell you, it is Gods 
work of grace to make you accepted, and 
it is yourPriviledge in grace to be accepted; 
he hath made us to be accepted in the be- 
loved,if there be any thing of unworthine(s 
in you there is the blood of the beloved ro 
ballance it, if there beany thing of empti- 
neſs or Barrenneſs, there is the fulneſs of 
the beloved to counterpoiſe that, if there 
be any unworthineſs diſcovered inany of 
your Relations or carriages to God, there 
15 the full import of all his Relations to 


God to make all even. Though you do not : 
always carry it as Children, yet this Son of. 
God always did, and though you do not 


always 
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always live like Servants, yet this Son of 


God did to a point,and though you do not 
always carry it like friends to God, and 
like the- people of God, yet behold the 
head of all,;he carries it like ſuch a one.God 
may have abundance (tis like) to charge a- 
gainſt you; But this is not your bulineſs 
whether you have much grace or little grace 
or whether you exerciſe more or leſs. The 
acceptance muſt be in the beloved. Thus 
far we have proceeded. 

4. Another ſpiritual bleſſing wherewith 
God hath bleſfled Chriſtians in Chriſt, is 
the revelation of his ſecrets. God may reveal 
the ſecrets of his Providence to others ( as 
I might inſtance in diverſe) but his ſaving 
ſecrets thoſe are made manifeſt only in 
Chriſt Jeſus to Chriſtians 3 many have a 


dogmatical, diſcurſive knowledge which 


God hath given them, but here is the eclipſe 
of the glory of all their knowledge. Ir is 
not given them in Chriſt, here is a poor 
Chriſtian that is but broken, and now and 
then hath a little glimmerings of the light 
of God, and a little inſight into the ſecrets 
of his grace: Now my friends, this little 


L light, and theſe little glimmerings that he 


hath into the myſteries of the will of God, 


f [theſe areall given him in Chriſt Jeſus, he 
| {ces {in in Chriſt, and he ſees the beauty of 


grace 


) 
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grace and holine( in Chriſt. The revel# 
tion of Gods Goſpel will about fin and hot 


lineſs : The beauty of holineſs and the exy*®? 


ceeding {1nfulneſs of ſin is made manifeſt tg 
him in Chriſt Jeſus. 1 pray do but obſerve 
how the- Apoſtle expreſſes himſelf int 
9th verle, Hawving made known unto us th 
myſtery of his will, according to his go 
pleaſure which he purpoſed in himſelf. The A 
poltle in the 18th 'verle makes it his parti 
cular ſupplication to God for theſe Chriſtiar 
Epheſians, that, lays he, the Eyes of Your u 
derſt audings being inlightned, that ye ma) 
know what is the hope of your calling. There 1s 
the myſtery of his will manifeſted in par: 
ticular in the hope of your calling. You are 
called offfrom {in, there is hope in that calf *. 
ling, and you are called unto duty,and there 
1s hope 1n that calling, and you are called - 
off from a!l your Relations unto: the worldf : 
as you ſtand in the World, and there is hop 
tn that calling; now, ſays the Apoſtle, 
pray for you that your eyes may be inlight- 
ned, that you may know what is the hopt 
of your calling ; and my Friends, you wll 
find that the Apoſtle doth wrap up them 
together with himſelf in the 9th verſe, and 
tells us there that he hath made known 
unto us the myſtery of his will, and yet fo 
all that he prays that the eyes of their ut 
derſtandings 


1ayderftandings may be inlightned] that they 
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may know what 1s the hope of their calling, 
= what is the Riches of his inheritance - 
in the Saints. Now I ſhall ſhew you that all 
this is vouchſafed to Chriſtians in Chriſt ; 
you ſhall find the Apoſtle, Col. 2. wv. 3 
telling us, that in him are hid all the jr wan 
of wiſdom and knowledge. Why what wiſdom 
and knowledge > Why that wiſdom, and 


© that knowledge, that the eternal grace of 
"x God did deſign for Chriſtians, ſo that we 


are bleſſed with this wiſdom and knowledg 


Fin Chriſt. Look into your underftandings 
0 and hearts, alas there is bur little there, 


there is no treaſures there, but look into the 
Lord Jeſus, and there are all treaſures,even 


I for fooliſh Chriſtians,hid and lodged there; 


in him is hid all the treaſures of wiſdom and 
k»owledge. And that the Spiritof the Lord 
is alike concerned in this you ſhall obſerve 
it you do but conſult the Apoſtles experi- 
ence in 1 Cor. 2. 9. Where he ſpeaks of 
things that eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, uor 
ever entered into the heart of manto concetve : 
But ſays he at the 1oth verle, God hath re- 
vealed them unto us by his Spirit, The reve- 
lation of the ſecrets of the heart of God is 
made manifeſt, or is mae. known unto 
Chriſtians by. the Spirit ofGod. The Apoſtle 
proſecutes & illuſtrates this myſtery by that 

which 
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which is commonly obſerv'd amongſt 
in v. 11. For what man knoweth the thing 
of a man ſave the Spirit of man which 1s in hint} 
I do not know the grace that isin another 
mans heart,l do not know the ſecret par 

{es and devices that are in your hearts, ba 
your own Spirits are privy to them, even 
'{o fays the Apoſtle the things of God 
knoweth no man but the =_ of God, 
Chriſtians, let me tell you, there is no fay- 
ing fecret in the heart of God the Father 
there is no ſaving ſecret in the heart © 
Chriſt the Son, but the Lord hath bleſſed 
us with the knowledge and the Revelaric 
of that in Chriſt, for to the Apoſtle ſays in 
the 16 verſe. For who hath known the mind of 
the Lord that he may inſtrutt him? but we havg 4 
the mind of Chriſf Why Bleſſed Paul, how © 
camelt thou a perſecutor to know the mind. 
of Chriſt > An injurious, and Blaſphemous 
wretch, how cameſt thou to be ſo - intimate 
with- that Jeſus whom thou perſecutedſt 
even unto death in his members > Why 
the Apoſtle tells you plainly, not by any 
natural advantage of learning, thongh he 
was a learned man, not by any advantage 
of his parts, though he was a man of clear 
natural underſtanding and apprehenfion,burt, 
{ays he, we have the mind of Chriſt, and 
that by the Spirit of God, by the Species 
Cius 
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Jeſus Chriſt. So that you ſee here is another 
al great Spiritual blefling,a revelation of ſav- 
"I ing ſecrets. 

rfl _ 5- Another ſpiritual bleſſing that I ſhall 
of ſuperadd is this, An Univerſal heading under 
at} Chrift, or ncorporation with Jeſus Chrift. One 
nj would think it a wonder that ever ſuch a 
a8 man, that wasa limbof the Devil ſhould 


A Notorious, Drunkard, 'a Notorious 
Blaſphemer, and a dreadful and implacable 
perſecutor of Chriſt and his ways, that 
ever ſuch a one ſhould be incorporated into 
made a member of the Lord Jeſus 1s 
t this a Tpiritual bleſſing indeed 2 A 
bleſſing wherein the Spirit of God is prin- 
cipally concerned; in the manage of this the 
*Apoſtle takes notice of verſe 10. That in 
the diſpenſation of the fulneſs of times he might 
gather together in one, all things in Chriſt ,both 
which are in Heaven, and which are on carth, 
even in him, And more plainly, Ephef. 4. 
12, Where he doth expreſly give us an ac- 
count of the Body of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 
and he tells us there that all the gifts that 


of his body. 

Do but refle& upon a paſſage in the 2. 
Chapter,and there you {hall ſee the (tate of 
{inners diſcovered to beas deſperate and ſs 
vile 


_— 
% 


4 be madea member of the Body of. Jeſus: |, 


were given by Chriſt, were for the edifying. 


ds; *4 A Diſcourſe of 


vileas you can poſſibly ſuppoſe a finner$ 
ſtate to be, Dead in treſpaſſes and ſens, Chil- 
dren of diſobedience in whom the Prince of: 
the power of the Air, the Spirit of Hell. d'4; 
cffe##ally work, Why Lord, thall ever thoſe Þ} h 
be incorporated ; {hall ever thoſe be made. 
members of {o ble{led a body as the Body! 
of Jeſus » Nay this is not all, but, ſays he; 
Ye were Children of wrath. The Wrath of 
God (moaked againſt you, and all the threat-. 
nings and denunciations of Gods wratha- 
'  gainſt ſinners, belonged to you juſt as:an. 
Anheritance belongs to a proper and right 
Heir;and that is not all neither,but verſe 12. 
Ye were without Chriſt, being aliens from the 
commonwealth of Iirael, and ſtrangers from 
the coveuants of promiſe, having no hope and 
without God in the World, Lord ſhall: ſuch as. 
theſe be made members of ſuch a bleſſed 
Body as the Body of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
is? Ay my Friends, here is the great 
bleſſing that God hath Blefled us with in 
Chriſc Jeſus, that notwithſtanding all this 
miſery, and notwithſtanding the'deſperate- 
neſs that doth attend this miſerable Eſtate 
mr they are to be gathered together, and * 
eaded all under one Jeſus; I pray take no- - 
tice of one expreſſion in the concluſion of ' 
this Chapter, where he calls them all 
complexively conſidered his Body, _e by | 
; uine 


JV why 


| ans. 
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fulneſs, verſe 23. Which 3s his Body, the ful: 
neſs of him that filleth all in all. Now my 


Friends, this 1s another Spiritual bleſſing 


that God hath bleſſed us withal; and that is 
heading of us under, or an incorporating us 
into the Body of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, {0 
that there can be no Bleſſing, no priviledge 
belong to the Head, bur of neceſhity it falls 
naturally down upon the Body. So the head 
anointed the Garments ſhall be drenched, 
not only 4arons Beard, but the very Skirts 
of his Garments {hall be drenched through- 
out. Is the Head advanced into glory. I tell 
you the Head in glory will never reſt till 
the members of his Body thatare in a vile, 
deplorable, forlorn condition here, be 
made:like unto him 3 Father, ſays he, / 
will, :John 17. 24. that thoſe alſo whom thou 
haſt. given me be with me, &c. One would 
wonder that God ſhould caſt off the ſeed 
of Abraham, and implant Gentiles in their 
Room, and yet you ſee' in Rom. 11. the 
Lord does thus, and the Apoſtle con- 
cludes with this, ver/e 33. O the depth of the 
Riches both of the wiſdom and knowledge of 
God. That the natural branches ſhould be 


g cut off, and Idolatours that had no promi- 
I {es,Idolatours that had no Relations at all 


but only of Creatures to God, and who had 


{4 done more to Vous their Relations, and 


orfcir 
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forfeit all the Priviledges of- their Relati 
ons, then the very Beaſts of the Field, and 
the moſt venomous, and poiſonous Toae n 
ever did, yet ſays the Apoſtle, The natural 
branches were- cut off that you might be graf: 


fedin. O the depth of the riches of Gods : 
grace. Surely Chriſtians, this is a great SpÞ 6 
ritual Bleſſing that the Lord is pleaſed tg 
vouchſafe to us' to- head us under Chriſt, 
We are blefled with this in Chriſt Jeſus; 
6. Another Spiritual Bleffing is this” 
A reſerved Inheritance of all full, and Spiritua; 
and comprehenſive bleſſedneſſes, My. friends 
here we have (to alludeto the people of 
1/raelin the wilderneſs ) fit Kaand to {or 
fery Cottages or Tabernacles that are tram 
ſitory, as theſe People had ſome moving 
reſting-places. Here is alittle grace plane 
ed, a little faith and a little love, and thi; 
ors up pretty likelily and pretty prom... 
ingly, but what is this to the inheritance 
where that which is in part ſhall be dot 
way, where there is no ſuch thing as grad, 
in part, no ſuch thing as love in part, n 
fuch thing as joy in part, no ſuch thing M 
communion in part; for that which is in pa 
ſhall be done away. I think the Apoſtil 
{ſpeaks fully to our purpoſe where he tel 
as of an inheritance reſerved, 1 Per. 1: 4 
Bleſſed be the God and Father of ous Lori 


Teſi 
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| Jeſus Chrift. You ſee the Apoſtle mentions 
I the ſame Relations that are here in the 
Text ; why what is the matter, Blefled Pe- 
Alter? Why firs he,the matter is this;The God 
Rand Father of our Lord Fefus Chriſt, accord- 
ing ts his abundant mercy, hath begotten us a- 
4n to 4 lively bope, by the Reſurrettion of Fe- 
"rs Chriſt, to aw inheritance incorruptible and 

Wundefiled, and that fadeth not away, reſerved in 
*Bcaven for you, verſe 4. Why friends what 
s this inheritance ? Why there I ſhall 
erit the Covenant in its fulneſs ; I ſhall 
Mot ſay that either I want any Law inmy 
"Heart or in my Head, in my inward or in 
Sy outward man, I thall have no reaſon to 
omplain that I want the leaſt bleſſing of the 
eaſt promiſe. Why Chriſtians,this is your 
nheritance,/ and are not here Spiritual Ble(- 
ings that are the proper matter of this In- 
Ueritance ? Now the Apoſtle tells us 
Chat he hath bleſſed us with this in Chriſt, 
Merſe 11. 17 whom alſo we have obtained an 
ack heritance, being predeſtinated according to 
"We purpoſe of him that worketh all things Y 

> Fr the Counſel of his own will. How 
"Firift is concerned in this Spiritual bleſſing 
du may eaſily obſerve, if ſo be that you 
ther conſider the type or the antitypes as 
 Þ the type which was Joſhua or Jeſus, 2fo- 
mult not bring the people into their In- 
ef D 2 heritance z 


el 
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heritancez indeed in Moſes's Time they 
might have ſome Bunches of the Grapes « 
the good land, but 47oſes muſt not bring 
them in, it muſt be Foſza that muſt bring 
them in. So TI ſay my Friends, it is not thi 

or that, or the other, but the Lord Jeſus 

lone that muſt bring his people into the pol 
{ſeſſion of this reſerved inheritance ; here 
is indeed a Cluſter of Spiritual Bleffing 
infinitely excceeding all the capacities 
the Sons and Daughters of men, thoug 
moſt of-all inlightned by the Spirit to con 
prehend, in whom, {ays he, we have obtain 


an Iaheritance ; who 1s this whom?” Itj 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; ro gather together | 


one all things in Chriſt,” in whom we have ( 
tained an Inheritance. As much as if tf 
Apoſtle had ſaid, as the Apoſtle doth] 
Chriſts own caſe, we ſee not yet all- thin 
put under him :So I may fay, you have ni 
yet obtained the Inheritance, no more h 
Paul, no more had theſe Epheſians, but yt 
he ſpeaks as one having full aſſurance, 1 
whom we have obtained; an{werable to th 
of our Lord, in F6h. 14. 2. I go topre 
4 place for you. And the Apoſtle tak 
- it up, and otherwiſe phraſes it, Heb. 6. 
Whither the forerunner is for us entred; {pea 
ing of the Inheritance that is above,whitl 
eur Forerunner 1s for Us entered; {othat thi 
| anotl 


another Spiritual Bleſſing wherewich weare 
bleſled in Chriſt Jeſus. 

7. But another ſpiritual bleſſing where-_ 
with we are bleſſed in Chriſt Jeſus is this : 
The Seal and Earneſt of what is to come, 
and the very Spirit is made the very matter of 
off this Bleſſing wherewith he hath bleſſed ns in 
or Chriſt Feſus. I pray do but caſt your eyes 
no upon verſe 13. In whom ye alſo truſted ;, {till 
*< hecontinues his diſcourſe, and fixes Chriſt 
198 at the bottom of all ; iz whom: ye aiſo truſted 
z0ll after that ye heard the word of truth, the Goſ- 
ml pelof your Salvation, in whom alſo, after that 
[ti ye believed, ye were ſealed with that holy ſpirit 
rid of promiſe, verſe 14, which is the Earneſt of 

i our [nberitance until the Redemption of the pur- 
hl c-:/ed poſſeſſion to the praiſe of his glory. 
Here is a comprehenfive {piritual bleſſing 
ing indeed, which is the Seal of theeternal In- 
# beritance, and the Earneſt of it, as if the 
Lord ſhould ſay when he ſends forth his 

-v Ppirit,go my holy Spirit, go and ſeize upon 
if fuch a heart, and ſeal up ſuch a Soul for the 
th& Eternal Inheritance ; and as if he ſhould fay 
pl © his Son, Lo my Son, I have given my 
kJ Spirit toſuch a one whom thou haſt ſhed 
af thy blood for, and-lo I ſend him as the 
al Earneit of the Inheritance that thou haſt 
<4 purchated, as the Earneſt of my eternal 
hf love to thee, as the Earneſt of my eternal 
D 3 Com- 
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, Communion with thee,as the earneſt of my 
anſwering of thy prayer, and the import of 
all thy blood : Lol have ſent him, and lo, 
he is to them an Earneſt. Now Sirs, this isa 
reat bleſſinga veryglorious blefling indeed, 
God might have deligned, and kept the de- 
ſign in his own breaſt,or he might have di- 
vulged it, & yet have given us no earneſt or 
pledge of it; what needed all that between 
God and us? Chriſt might have taken his 
word, and we had good reaſon to reſt upon 
any report that the Lord Chriſt makes of 
his confidence inthe Father, but the Lord 
Chriſt and the Father did concur together 
in this, that we ſhould have the Blefling, 
notwithſtanding all;notwithſtandings, and 
that it ſhould be ſure to all the ſeed. Yer, 
for our further fatisfaction, ſays the Lord, 
behold I give my promiſe, and I give 
the promiſed Spirit, and that Spirit ſhall be 
my Seal upon their hearts,and my ſeal upon 
their underſtandings 3 ſo that look into 
your hearts, and into your underſtand- 
ings, and upon this , inquiry, whoſe 
are. you > Do but make a refle&i- 
on whole Seal, whoſe Image, whoſe Super- 
{cription is this? You ſhall find that the 
Spirit of the Lord is as it were Gods 
ſuring Seal. Ay but ir may be you will 
ſay,this is a great while to come. It may be 
| Ten 
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Ten, or Twenty, or Thirty, or Forty, years 
to come. Well. if thoſe do not ſatisfy you 
that you are ſealed,the Spirit alſo ſhall be an 
eſt of the Inheritance, an Earneſt of the 
future perſonal blefſedneſs and glory which 
God hath bleſſed you with in Chriſt. It is 
not Qnly Heaven,but the perſonal condition 
Ad ſtate of Saints in Heaven that is the 
y of their Inhericance, and this is ano- 

ther thing. 

8. Bift theh in the 8th place, another 
Spiritual bleſſing wherewicth the God and 
Father of Jeſus Chriſt does bleſs Chriſtians, 


1s this : Prattical experiences of the power of 


Gods grace in every providence, and ſuch as 
lay open to every Ordinance. I lay, pradtical 
experiences of the power of Gods grace. O 
what can the grace of God do? Nay Chri- 
ſtians what is-it that the grace of God can- 
not da? That grace that could ſend Chriſt 
out of his eternal manſion in the boſom of 
his Father, what cannot that grace. do for 
thee > That grace that can empty ( as it 
were ) the Second perſon of the Trinity of 
his glory, doeſt thou think that this grace 
cannot empty thy heart of fin? That grace 
that can fill the Covenant with ſuch a ful- 
nes of Bleſſings, Poor worm, doeſt thou 


- think that this grace cannot fill thy heart 


with Bleſſings ? I 5» as do but 


COll- 
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conſider what the Apoſtle ſaith - in the® 
19,and 20 verſes. of this Chap. And what: 
is, lays he, the exceeding greatneſs of his power, || ex 
to us ward who believe, according to the working | W 
of his mighty power. If thy heart be hard, | w 
and be fixed within thee, ſo that thou doeſt | th 
oppoſe the work of Faith, he will work Þ| th 
this work of faith with power ; if it be ex- || ce 
ceeding hard , there is exceeding power, || at 
that the grace of God has the command |} C 
of z if thou beeſt exceedin# weak, there] th 
is exceeding grace that hath the dif- Þ th 
fr of exceeding power; ay, if thou || tc 
eeſt exceeding unworthy , there is ex- Þ| he 
coceing grace that can exceedingly over- || fr 
look all thy unworthineſs. Now Chriſtians, Þ| tl 
practical experiences of the power of grace'Þ p 
under the miniſtration of the Goſpel, is a} ri 
great Spiritual Blefſing. We have heard Þ| ſt 
much of the grace of God, of the reſpective || tl 
perſons of the bleſſed Trinity, what has} b 
this grace done for thy Soul > Art thou ff 4 
able to ſet to thy Seal that there is an ex-'Þ| b. 
ceeding power in the grace of the Father ?'Þ| tl 
and an exceeding power in the grace of the! 
Son? if thou haſt not as yet experienced it," 
truly if there be but ſome beginnings of the 
power of God, and the finger of God hath 
bur been upon thy heart, © though in leſſer 
power, if there bggexceeding power want- 
"ag | ng 
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j 41 our Spiritual "Enemies under us, And ] 
| | ( 
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ing, that exceeding power ſhall not always 


be ſuſpended; Practical experiences of the 
exceeding mighty power of God, 'is that 


I which isa great Spiritual Bleſſing, which 
I weare bleſſed with in Chriſt Jeſus, and for 
I the illuſtration of this, do but compare 


this power, if. thou needeſt as much ex- 
ceeding power, to raiſe up thy Soul from 
any Spiritual Death or Deadneſs, as Jeſus 
Chriſt ſtood in need of to raile him from 
the dead,that ſhall beat the diſpole ot grace, 
that ſhall be imployed by grace, and there- 
fore he adds in the next verſe, which 
he wrought in Chriſt when he raiſed him 


from the dead. That power that raiſed 


the Son of man from the dead, and that 
power that ſet the Son of man at his own 
right hand in Heavenly places, thou, Chri- 
ſnan,ſhalt have experience of it ; and this is 
the Spiritual Bleſſing wherewith thou art 
bleſſed in Chriſt Jeſus. Bleſſed be the God, 
and Father of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, who hath 
bleſſed us with all Spiritual bleſſings in Chriſt 3 
that is, he hath Bleſſed us with a Right to 


an univerſal and unbounded experience of 


| the power of his grace in all caſes. 


9. But the laſt that Iſhall mention is 
this: He hath bleſſed us with all Spiritual 
bleſſings, Fthat ts, an univerſal ſubjetion of 
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think this may be lookt upon as a great 
Spiritual Bleſſing, It is aus incdved Un 
friends ) all things are put under the feer of 
Jeſus Chriſt, but all things are not yet 
put under our feet:But that you may ſee the 
reaſon of this great priviledge, how grace 
hath laid itin Chriſt, do but obferve thoſe 
paſſages that you have in v. 21, 22, 24 
of this Chapter ;at the 20 verſe, and hath ſeth} P: 
him at his own right hand in heavenly places, il 
far above all principalities, and night, and do Cc 
minion, and every name that is named, both ial 7 
this World, and alſs in that which 1s to con, 
And ( asif theſe two words could not com- 
prehend all) the Apoſtle adds in general, 
and hath put all things under his feet, Al. 
things that are enemies to our Spiritual Inf P! 
tereſt,all chings that are Enemies unto ou © 
purification, unto our ſanfification, untgf fu. 
our inlightning and ſtrengthening, and uf fre 
to any or all of our Spiritual bleſſings : A ! 


bath put all things under his feet. © 4c 
Obj. Ay but what js all this to us, you will te 
_ fay? 


1 aA 
' Anſ. Therefore I pray obſgrve what dil 
he 6b further ; He bats th - things uh the 
der his feet with a direftt ſubſerviency unti © 
his Church, Verſe 22. and hath put all thingy ©01 
under his feet, aud bath given him to be ting 4c 
| bead over all things to the Church, head ove the 
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all principalities, over all the powers of 
darkneſs, over all our Enemies in hell, . and 
over all our Spiritual Enemies here on 
Earth, and that unto his Church and Peo- 
le, which he calls his Body, the fulneſs of 
im that filleth all in all. Now, my friends, 
this is a great Spiritual bleſſing, and that 
the Spirit is concerned in this is evident. I 
pray do but obſerve a paſſage ot the Apoſtle 
in his Epiſtle to the Romans, chap.8. verſe: 11, 
{ compared with Yerſe 2. at the 11th verſe, 
all If the Spirit of bim that raiſed up Jeſus 
from the dead awell in you, he that raiſed up 
8 Chriſt from the dead ſhall alſo quicken your 
| mortal vodys,by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. 
I apprehend that this hath not relation 
ol primarily or principally to the laſt Reſur- 
# retion of the Body, but even to a Spiri- 
tual deliverance and freedom of the Body 
I from the remains of the law of fin 8 death, 
il which yet abide in it ; ſays the ApSſtle, If 
Y the Spirit of him that raiſed up Feſus from 
gif the dead dwell in your mortal bodys, then you 
Þ (ball be guickened,your mortal bodys ſhall be 
12a diſpoſed and influenced fo by thar Spirit, 
a that they (ſhall bereadier than now they are, 
to ſerve the graces of your Souls according 
:14 tothe dictates of the Spirit of Jeſus Chriſt ; 
and my reaſon for this Interpretation 1s this, 
the Apoſtle in the concluſion of the __ 
| ap. 
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ChapteP had been crying out, wver/e 24. 0 


wretched man that I am, who ſhall deliver me 
from this body of death ? which he had con- 


feſled had too long lodged in his members, 


in the former part of the Chapter. Now 
in verſe 2. of this Chap. he lays, But the law 
of the Spirit of life which u in Chriſt Teſw 
hath made me free from the law of ſin and 
death; where 1s the law of fin? Ir is in my 
body ſays the Apoſtle, but, fays he.the law 
of the Spirit of life hath made me tree; up- 
on this Hypothelis the Apoſtle doth con- 
clude in verſe 17. That if the Spirit of him 
that raiſed up Jeſus from the dead dwell in us 
then ſhall our mortal bodies be quickned, and 
diſpoſed alſo unto Spiritual ſervice ; 
and if you do but obſerve it, the Apoſtle in 
the Concluſion of this diſcourſe gives ſuch 
an exhortation tending to this purpoſe, 
that they would not yield up their members a 
inſtruments of unrighteouſneſs unto Sin; why 
ſo? becauſe the Spirit of him that raiſed 
upJeſus from the dead,dwells in your mor- 
tal bodies, and therefore ſays he, don't 
yield your members don't yield your hands, 
and don't yield your tongues, and don! 
yield your ears, nor don't yield any of your 
members as inſtruments of unrighteouſnels 
unto Sin, becauſe the Spirit of him that 
raiſed up Jeſus from the dead dwells 
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your mortal bodies; and thus now I have 
taken notice of theſe diverſe Spiritual 
bleſſings, which the Apoſtle doth here in- 
Sl ſtance in by way of illuſtration of this 
Wh great Golſpel.myſtery of grace, and that is, 
wh that God hath blefled every Chriſtian 
«1 with all Spiritual bleſſings in Chriſt Jeſus, 
d0 1 will wave the reaſons, and I will alſo 
v1 wave the reſolve of other inquiries that 
wil might be made, and wrap up all in cheſe 
p-j three or four inferences. 
N- USE 1, Firſt, Is it ſo my friends, that 
mJ Chriſtians are blefled with all Spiritual 
5, bleſſings infChriſt Jeſus> Then Chriſtians 
al ſhould be always Spirutgal im Chriſt Jeſus, 
> if Shew me your bleflings Sirs, let it ap- 
in pu that your bleſſings are not like the 
leflings of the men of this world : Nay 
&fl nor only confined to the bleſſings that the 
al hypocrites of this world have received 
vl from God ; don't ſhew me your gifts'in 
ed) prayer, but let your graces be diſcovered in 
1 your praying. Chriſtians, you ſhould - be 
ith Spiritual in all manner of converſation 3 
why 2 becauſe God hath blefled you in 
Chriſt Jeſus with all Spiritual bleſſings, for 
a man that pretends to this bleſledneſs, 
$- for ſuch a one to be carnal, for ſuch a 
ay\ one to be earthly minded, for ſach a 
1} one to be proud, . for ſuch a one to pe 
-. C- 
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debauched in his Spirit, and Principles, 
and Practices, how unbecoming is this to 
{o great a pretence as you all make ? If I 
{hould come to you one by one, and ſay to 

on, friend, don't you hope that Gud hath! 
bleſſed you with all Spiritual bleſſings in" 
Chriſt 2 what means then this formality in* 
duty ? this is not to be Spiritual. What* 
means this anger & paſſion upon every pro-* 
VOCation ? this does not argue that you are 
bleſſed with a Spirit of meekne(s; why my 
friends, if you be bleſſed with all Spiritual / 
bleſſings, then I pray let all your Spiritual 
bleſſings appear more or leſs iggyour whole 
' converſation 3 for a grofeſlor that pretends ' 
tobe ſo bleſſed, for him to be formal in his ? 
Prayer, and for him to be dead and dull: 
in Duty, 8 for him to be light,and vain,and ? 
frothy in his Converſation, this is not like * 
one \ Son is bleſſed with all Spiritual bleſ- © 
{ings. Chriſtians the inference is natural, 
if you be bleſſed with all Spiritual bleſſings, | 
then ſhew forth all your Spiritual .bleffings 
inall your duties, be Spiritual in every 
thing. - The Apoſtle has a parallel exprel- ? 
{ion to this, wherein he gives us an account ' 
of his-converſation in the 3 Phil. 20. For 
our converſation is in heaven, from whence we F 
look. for the Saviour the Lord Jeſus Chriſt © 
that 153 the firlt inference. 
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USE 2. The 2d is this; Has God ble(- 
ſed us with all-Spiritual bleſſings in Chriſt 2 
Then let thoſe that pretend to a being thus 
bleſſed by the God and Father of Feſus Chriſt, 
glorify the God & Farther of Jeſus Chriſt with 
Y «!! cheir bleſſings. Glority him not only with 
I what you have received, but alſo upon the 
JI whole of the bleſſings that are to be re- 
I ceived; Chriſtians,you may-rejoyce in what 
I is in the hand of Chriſt for you as well as in 
what is in your own hearts; I am perſuaded 
that. Adam was as ac wa as God can make 
a.creature out of Chriſt, and yet you ſee no 
ſooner doth the Woman come and tel! 
4 him that the frait is pleaſant and fair, but 
Ihe takes it & eats, and ſo deſtroys all; furely 
I Chriſti you may rejoice in that little 
you have, but. you may more rejoice in that 
| _=_ deal that "Chriſt hath for you, you 
Jiave received a little from and by Chriſt 3 
Jay bur Chriſt hath received a great deal 
I more for you, and therefore balance all 
your ſecular wants and ſecular troubles 
Iwith this, thatyou are blefſed with unſeen 
bleffings. It was Chriſts advice to his diſ- 
Jciples to layup treaſure in Heaven, it is the 
Iprattice of the grace of God ; the grace of 
YSod hath done that which Jeſus Chriſt ad- 
Ariſed his diſciples and 5 todo. What 
"Was he done? Why he hath laid up. trea- 
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ſure where neither moth can corrupt, hol ;- 
Thieves break through and ſteal. An: 
therefore rejoice & glorify God for andij 
the view, & under the ſenſe and apprehenf; 
fion of what you areblefled with in Chriff 
I will freely ſay this one thing, if I woul 
chooſe of the two what to rejoice in, I ha 
rather rejoice in what I am bleſſed with1 
Chriſt Jeſus, then in all the gifts and gra 
ces that I have in my own heart, and 
think *tis ſafeſt ro do ſo. But then, b 
USE 3. Thirdly, Has God bleſled Me | 
with all Spiritual Bleflings in Chriſt Jeſus 
Then never confine and limit your expettath 
ons from God or from Feſus Chriſt. This ng 
turaily follows, for why ſhould a Chriſti 
that hath liberty to expe& al{content him 
ſelf with leſs > Chriſtians ſhould ſay upd 
every receipt, Lord here is not all, and i 
at him for more, wait ſtill upon Chriſt ia 
more. Cry {till unto Chriſt for more, aj 
ſay Lord here isnot all:This isnot all of th 
Spiritual Blefſings, that the Father haWG; 
bleiſed me wirhal in thy ſelf. This is nd 
all, and therefore under your fulleſt receifc 
ſtill Chriſtians wait for more ; has the gr: 
of God been {o abundant as to bleſs 
with all, and will you ſhew ſo little gra} 
as to be contented with a little? I do 
like (neither I am perſwaded does C 


lik 
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M 17ke) tle tenipers of moſt-Profeſſors which 


A is2 modeſt. (iI call-it a -modeſt becauſe 'ris 
F generally apprehended ) bur it is a finful 
58 wodeſt. contentednels with littlez if God 


we'you/any thing, bleſs God for a little, 
cnever be ſatisfied with a little, but ever 


a 2nd anon -come -t> the Throne of grace;. 
J and ſay; Father: here is not all in'my hearc 
F that thou haſt bleſſed -me withalin Chriſt : 


os Come to the Lord Chriſt, and fay, Lord 


'F here. is not all the Father. truſted thee withal 


ft my.Soul,here 15s not all the faith, all the 


"JF love;all the meeknetfs, &c. But I am ble(- 
"I ſed: with. all ; Spiritual Bleflings. I ſay, 
4 Chriſtians having received a little be ſtill 
A preſſing after: more..But then, . 


{USE 4, Fourthly and laſtly; Hath God 


a blefſed--you: with -all Spiritual bleſſings in 
4 Chriſt? Then Chriſtians,jn the mydſt of all your 


J mant;and is the: midſtrof all your ſtraits, be you 


« frill preſſing after a mire ii ue and penuine im- 


Jp yuegent. of all. your; SpirituaPbleſſings. If 


"7 God: hath bleſſed; you'-with all Spiritual 
 blefings.ia Chriſt,.then labour you under 


» 


\ 


f Cheidti:c@be Spiritual bleſſings unto others; 


'e you-ngt Neighbours, have you not 


A Thildsen;haye.you not Huſbands or Wives? 
» [1 rh they be Ghriſhan yet Iappealro 


you al xINay not. you allp bea greater Spiri- 
wal bleling unto Biemghen you are 2 May 
F217 you 
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you not be a greater Spiritual bleſſing thilyi 
your ſervants, or to your Children, the 
you are? Great are the deſigns of many 
to by up great things for their Children 
alas ! theſe parents are but temporal or tend 
porary bleflings to their Children, while 
their hearts are {et upon the. world fc 
them, and truly it may beſaid of me 
Maſters, that they are bur temporal ble 
ſings unto their {ervants.they are but Familfhle 
blefhngs to them. O Sirs, that we coulhhiy 
make it more our buſineſs to be Spiritual 
bleſſings unto others ; hath God bleſſed yollſhe 
with all Spiritual blefſings in Chriſt 2 Howl 
do you know but he hath blefled youllfis 
Children with ſome Spiritual bleſſing 1 
ed and blefled your Servants with ſon 
piritual bleſſing in you 2 With-hold nol 
that from your Children which is they 
right, or at leaſt for ought you knoy 
may be their right ; if you will not givel 
forth, I tell you God hath other way 
but you ſhall loſe the glory and honour a 
it. Let me wo this, when we ſay thi 
God hath blefled ſuch a child with a goo 
Father; we mean that he hath bleſlWiri 
that Father with Spiritual bleſſings for tlie 1 
good of the child ; and ſuch a one is hapiſhy 4 
© and bleſſed in ſuch a Husband, what, do it& 
mean bur this? thar God hath — d. 
It & #1 


Spiritual Bleſmgs in Chriſt. gt 
dwith Spiritual blefſmgs for the good of his 
Wife and: {o in all other relations what 
ver. O bleſſed arethat Church, and that 
wople, and that family, in whom there is a 
Wrear Emulation who ſhall be the greateſt 
piritnal blefling each to other ; and this 
ems alſo to be a very natural inference: If 
od hath bleſſed us in Chriſt Jeſus with 
ll-Spiritual bleſſings, then ſurely God may 
Web others inus with ſome Spiritual ble- 
Wing ; and if God hath bleſſed others in us 
aFvith ſofne Spiritual blefſings, then why 
Whonld we with-hold from them that which 
Wtheir own? God hath given them the 
ht, God hath given them the bleſſing, 
iy ſhould we with-hold the bleffin 


[] 
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Wrom them 2? Would you be ſo dealt with 
ey our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ? I 
Fow not; therefore Chriſtians by the love 
Wou have to Chriſt, by the hopes you have 

WÞ receive out of the hands of Coſts what 


$ lodged there by the grace of the heart of 
r God, what ever grace God hath lodged in 
nur bearts, what ever Spiritual gifts God 
O08ſe gee in your heads, improve it asa 
Wriricual blefiing co others, even' to thoſe 
ge whom you are concerned: and then 
poy friends, you may more comfortably ex- 
wet he fulfilment & the accomplifhment, 
Y d.'the: ſealing up —- this word every day 
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more ind more, andthe experience of 
that you may .come . hydrequent- renews 
" experience to ſay ;; and: would itinorÞ 
well wyh. you if eyery day you could ii 
and every evening you: could ſay, i 
be the God and Father ,of our: Lor#)' 
Chriſt, who hath bleſſed ;me. with all. my 
bleſſings in Chriſt ?/ * , 
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_  Epheſiens x: 3; 


Bleſſed be the God: and Father af 
Lord Feſus Chriſt; who hath} 
us 'with all Speritual Ben it 
Heavenly places, in Chriſt. 


 —— wa 


Nt 

VV the preſent fine of. he 

"Chriſtian Epheſtans were: ati) 

time of the. writing of this Epiſtte,-:{e 'F 
to beuncertain: It is, probable it was f 
of afliction,. and the probability of i it; 

- may found upon diverle paſſages:-itv/Y * 

Scripture which I ſhall now: wave. Ir (i * 


moſt, hkely, what ever their ſecular g 
Was ar: their Spiricual Eftate was attell 
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+l with; more than- ordinary enjoyments, and 
Fr beauitified with;move then ordinary privi- 

+dges. But Chriſtians,however it ws with 
J <&m;.:you know hdw. it.is with us; unde? 
aular,and' remporal diſcouragements, it is 
the Chriſtians wiſdom to ſeek out for ſome 
Ketricus! incouragements,when-there ſeems 
A t0.ibe a confederacy.qn Earth -to encroach 
10 upon. the remains..af our temporal bleſſings, 
I :tis.the intereſt of Chriſtians to: lopkiabove, 
J and to con{ider-what is the combination of 
Heaven, and the concurrence of the bleſſed 
Trinity- about their ; Spiritual: 'bleffings. 
-v0;Chriſtians. 1 do,not know. all your Eſtates; 
; bu t: this.in- general I -may propoſe, if you be 
2 Fniſtigns indeed, however it is'with you 
L. _ below,-- you: are bleſſed-- with all, 
nd all poſſibilityof reverſe above, for 
| vs oo ol here, Bleſſed be the God 
land F ather of qur Lord Feſns Chriſt, who hath 
Nl bleſſed 16, with. ell, Spiritual bleſſings, in 
ry _ placergin 4 Three things lye 
Te hrs e words. | '- 
ſtisa diſcovery of the Saints ſtate, 


þ 


4 | wE e, Goſpel tate. It is ari unal- 
"4 we, ſefand NES ſtate.of eeoencts. 
| y not ſome. {ingylar, or ſome ſingle, 
12. tha I is AHHEXO0 and affixed, by 
1 boca ble a&of grace upon him, but it 
p | 1n25,:4]'Spiritual bleſſings. * 
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2. Secondly, You have the Ceniony ſt 
this their bleſſed ſtate diſcovered. Ir is t 
a blefledne(s lodged upon, or lodged | 
their own perſons, fuch was Adams blefied 
neſs; and you know what little” ſafe 
and ſecurity there was in that. It is not 
blefledneſs that is fixed here below: 
it is a bleſſedneſs, that as tothe princiy 
Concerns of it is fixed above, in Heaven 
places in Chriſt, not in Chriſtians, ina 
ankle Paradiſe, bur in Heavenly places i 
Chriſt. 4 
3. Thirdly. You have in theſe we 
the author of all this bleſſedneſs 3 and 
15 the God and Father of our Lord Jeſ 
Chriſt. I have been diſcovering: 
thoſe Spiritual bleſſings are wherewith tl 
God and Father of Jefus Chriſt hath ble 
ſed every Chriſtian z my buſineſs art 
time will lye in the refolve of this inqu 
Qu. Why, or whence # it that we are {eſe 
with all Spiritual bleſſings in Chriſt? 
An. With all plainneſs and brevity ſha 
endeavour to reſolve this inq 
prove it; and in the reſolve of it 1 ſha 
not exceed not only the bounds of th 
Chapter, but of the words that I have red 
unto you : It is matter of wonder | 
Heaven, that a poor Chriſtian that hath ay 
empty heart on Earth: Thar a poor 


Ne 


Q 


- __ 7 poyn_e ———— IP" = —_— ——_——_— 


Spiritual Bleſſings in Chrift. 55 
81 ſian, whoſe converſation,and whoſe duties 
al are moſtly empry of Jnpa! ſervice, 
a Gould be bleſſed with all Spiritual! ble(- 
«lll ſings. Certainly Sirs, the Angels in Heaven 
29 thar are privy to chis tranſaction of grace, 
3 are filled with admiration, that we that are 
x ſenſeleſs of that grace, ſhould yer not- 
ll withſtanding be {0 bleſſed. Thoſe glorious 
Wi Soirics that never offended,that they thould 
all have but their meaſures proportioned to 
Wd their practices, and that we ſhould have our 
i] meaſures preſſed down,and running over gi- 
yen unto us, notwithſtanding our general 
principles and practices are againſt the de- 
l ber of Heaven. It is matter of wonder to 
af a {ſerious Chriſtian, a Chriſtian that makes 
I-it his buſineſs ro inquire and examine his 
1 own frame, both by Goſpel! promiſes and 
by Goſpel priviledges; what, Lord ! I that 
ij do {© lictle, bleſſed with all> What, Lord! 
1 thaff have fo little in my own heart and 
| ou yet I bleſſed with all > Will nothing 
| tisfie e grace of God but all bleflings, 
I and all Spifitual bleſſings too? My Friends,l 
if hope it is your hearts thus co admire z but 
1 will give you the reaſons : And there ſeem 
if to be theſe five lodged in'the words. I ſhall 
jf take notice of them as they lye before us. 
1-5. Don't wonder Sirs, that you Chri- 
ſtans are bleſſed with all Spir-tual Bleſ- 
fangs, For, E w Fir ||, 
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Firſt, God is'the God of Chriſt ; he j» thi 
God of our Lord, and of our +$aviour -TFeſm 
ht This is a great reaſon; yea this & 
Gods Reaſon why he does bleks Chriſtiang 
Lam the God of that Lord that is: their 
Lord, and my Friends, I pray conf1den ity 
This relation that God ſtands in unto. Chil 
has a general aſpe& upon all the, Relath 
ons that are here mentioned of Chriſt,” All 
Chriſts princienl Relations-are here. taken 
notice of by the Apoſtle, and expreſied; a 
now he is.the God of Jeſus, he.is the Gad 
of our Lord- Jeſus, he is the God of the 
Lord of the Goſpe), he:is the, Gad-of the 
Jeſus of the Goſpel,andtheGod of theChrill 
that is the; anointed, of the Galpelz:;40;the 
Apoſtle in his other ;Epiſtles, cas 3t;ihe 
ſeenied to take great pleaſure and delight 
1n this general Relation that he here ment 
ons,he alſo ſeems to exprels it in hisPrefaa 
to his other Epiſtles, ' I: thipk the Epiſtle 
that he writ to the Coloſſians comes nearell 
to this Epiſtle that-he writ to the;Epheſiang 
for its Goſpel import. and nature; And af - 
the verſe-'3 of the 1 Col. y g: find: the 
Apoſtle thus delivering himſelf.y -We ig 
thanks to God, and ( or even)the'-Father 0 
our Lord TFeſus Chriſt, -praying-always it 
you, The God of our Lord Jetus:Cbrift z1 
pray Conſider it, I would illyſtrate-thisit 
theſe two Branches, 461 .i 
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Spiritual Bleſſings tm, Chriſt. 57 
The Firſt.is this, T hat all the ee Ah es 
of; Gods beings God t0 any, is ſumm' inger 
lies | hetng a, God to Chriſr. Tay all PEI 
yantages of. the: covenant, all the Ven, 
nefles that. are.diſcovered as efſehtif! to 
Gods being a. God to any in either Teſt3: 
ments, is {umm'd up in this relation'of hi$ 
unto Jeſus: Chriſt, - and, therefore you' ſhitl 
find that he promiſes {0 much'to him, * and 
that with reference to the diſcharge'of all 
ex of every particular office of his. I hive 
not..time to inſtance in them, T ſhall' only 
remind. you of one piſlage, ''and that ly 
when Chriſt came to die, :to give. aid 
count, to God. of himſels, he” cb in 


himſelf in, and under all. bis Goſpel 
tions; The Lord itnployed him 4 as'his 
to preach-Salyationunto ſinners: "hs Lord 
ashis God imployed him -a5 his ſervant, _ 
Fule .and; govern Saints : . 'The Lotd” im 
Ployed him.,as.he was his God to rec - 
Js enemies. to himſelf, by _ x Ping 
£oul:and his Fody.a propitiation fi 
and therefoxe with reſpect to all vt TE- 
2900S, 1 pray conſider what ſtreſs he laid 
.upon this, jor there ſeems to be  ſomerhing 
Hart icujar,.and I think the Tews'in'the heat 
ley miſtook the Emphaſisof their 
Li language, in. Mark, 15. 34. Arid 'atthe 
ova HourzJelus cryed witli a loud LY, 
ying, 
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58 _. M Diſcomſeof 
ing Eloi, Eloi, that is, my God, my God; 
vs miſtake Eloi here, fay they verſs | 
35. behold he calleth Elias,verle 36. let alone, | 
t 4 ſee whether Elias will come to take him 
down, which was a thing quite of another 
Import and Nature. The proper interpre- 
tation 1s given there by the holy Ghoſt, m7 
God, my God, ſays he. My God, my G 
ou ſee my friends the Lord owned his 
elation to him as his God, now at this 
time, when he was to come to give anac- 
count to him of the diſcharge of all his Of. 
fices and Relations, Eloi, Eloi,my God,my God, | 
I have preached thy will;My God, my God, 
- ' Thavegovernedaccording to thy will; My 
| God, my God, I have made propitiation ac- 
cording ta thy will ; this {ſeem to be the 
meaning of it, and upon this account he 
grounds his petition,why haſt thou forſaken 
'me, or why wilt thou or doeſt thou forſake 
me? As if he ſhould appeal to God, My 
God thou knoweſt I have preached all thy 
heart ; and my God, thou knoweſt I have 
goes according to the ſecrets .of thy 
eart 3 and my God, thou knoweſt I have 
been tender both of Saints and finners, ac- 
tording to the Command I received frof 
Fees and my God, there is nothing that I 
ve. refuſed or avoided to do to plea ' 
thee; my God,thou knowelſt all this, 
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Spiritual Bleſſings in Chriſt. Sg . 
Sirs. here is great reaſon why we ſhould be 
Bleſſed with all Spiritual Bleſſings, he is 
the Lords-God in whom we are blefled. 

The Second thing that I would urge as 

an illuſtration of the former particular, is 
this :. That the Lord Teſus Chriſt ſtands in no 
Relations to God but the bleſſedneſs of the Re- 
lation redounds to Chriſtians, We will ſuppoſe 
the Lord Chriſt pleaſing his God in the 
aogaril of all his Offices, and Relations, 
we will ſuppoſe him, I fay, in fulneſs of 
communion with his God in the execution 
of all his Relations. Now Sirs, I pray do 
but obſerve the Apoſtle in that peculiae 
appropriating word 3 he doth not Jo The 
God and Fatherof the Lord Jeſus Chfiſt 
but the God and Father of our Lord; as if 
the Apoſtle ſhould fay, ye Chriſtian Ephe- 
fins (and ſo T may lay, ye Chriſtians of 
differing apprehenſions ) you that are 
Chriſtians indeed, all the bleſſedneſſes and 
advantages of Gods Relation to Chriſt, as 
od, redound'to you, for he is your Lord; 

and T will only. confirm what I have now 
dbſerved-to you, by an obſeryation ground- 
ed npon this, and upon another Scripture,if 
[ED UEEE FE 
17 I nn erore the | Le Mmen* 
Hy tions Gods Relarion to Chriſt, henentions 
*4 Us Relation to us 3 ſays he, Grace bend © 
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T POR God Or. Fatner. From God our 

Ty her, ky thn Zwoſtle would have-us tg 

Fltand |, that. whatſoever he is coChriſt 

E 15 5 bat to Pg fart in Chriſt. And thete 

4s the . firſt, reaſon- why God doth bleſs us 
Wi all Spirityal Bleſſings in Chriſt,becau 

he 18 A can ethn and hath approved hit 
fan dcarried himſelf towardsChriſt as h 
Fin Ji the « Fcymſtances wherein Chuil 


$S QF Wy 
Seco ndly.:. He is not only the God # 
Eh, and t herefaye bleſſes us,but he-is the Fa- 
vo Chriſt, "and therefore dath .bleſs us, 
ch ſeems to be. a_ Relation which our 
+: +d do ſt glory in” in both Teſt tt 
nts, I Sig Chriſtians, God glories 
more Jn the ofabon of a Father to Chriſt 
| het he” Gr a3. the Relation ofa Creatot 
"tot ie WwholeWorld; I will open. this alſo ig 
thele' wo Branches. 
"ap Ad the firſt 3 K this,That C hrift- Jeſus! 
FOR tO God, 707; Gods Relztion to C brift 4 
4 Father, in, which he doth {o glory, is a Re: 
Paton that be bears to the Humane Nature, It 
is Not his Relagon to Chriſt as the Second 
.Perfon of the. T TRY that 'is the glory dl 
Gon ti pel, bur” his Rearioph 
CHriſt &  pib or as man. That 415'thf 
fa Relation that God-glories in in be 9 kl 
ſtaments. TheRe ation that God ſtands 
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Spiritual Bleſſings mr Chriſt, 6% 
unto Chrift'as the ſecond Perſon of theTri= 
nity is natural: Tt is a natural Relation. "Bur, 
the Relation in which he ftands to Chriſt 
as ny, this is*he glory of God.in the dif, 
ſation of ' the Goſpel. 1 he Lord: by iis 
Tori open, it unto you. .I will endeavour 
Ano it 'by Dh pening. cf of two Sctiptures. 
he firſt e a paſkage in the Old 
Felitent in the 2 7/af. Aﬀer the Pls 
Miſt had given us an account of the mon- 
frous rage of the Heathen, and the Con 
deracy of'the people with. the Heatheh 4 in 
their Rage, at the [ verſe.” Wheteſore 40 the 
. Heathen Rape," and the people imaging, a vain. 
thing? . After he had ſtared the reſult _ 
their Courifels againſt him which is applied 
to him as nian'by the Apoſtle in the 4 Ax 
25 verſe arid'{o' 0n. The, Pfalmiſt bring 
the Lord glorying in this verſes. Ter 5 
I'fer my King upon my hol bill of DION ; ; and 
Chriſt folacing himſelf” peculiarly .in this 
Relation that he ſtands in to him as the Son 


of man,” verſe 7. The Lord hath ſaid.untg 
me, Thou art my Son, this day have I pen : 
thee.” That this has Relation to the Inc | 

nation of ons and to' iam as man, I pray} 7 
confider ge' there in” "Heb. py 
To whth of Vn "Angels | Jad he at any : 5s 
ich of HE Ae ORs he? No\ths FEI Cs 
Con- 


. 92 + 4 Diſcourſe of . . 
conſider himas God, as very God. But if 
we conſider him as the Son of man,there is *|| pl 
preat reaſon that the Apoſtle ſhould bring | ty 
this in, unto which of. the Angels hath he :| ab 
ſaid, that he ſhould paſs by all the Angels ||| ol 
in Heaven and never ſay unto them or any || L: 
of them, thou art my ? Butupon the | at 
appearance of the Son of Mary, thereputed || (þ 
Son of Foſeph, the ters Son, when he || th 
brings him into the Worldyhe faith in a way ||| of 
of glory, Thou art my Son, this day have | w 
I begotten thee. To which of the Angels | 
faid he at any time thou art my Son?But to 
the only begotten Son this he ſaith; that is ; 
the firſt 1lluſtrati | 
2. The Second illuſtration of it is this4 
That the God and Father of Feſus Chriſt con- 
ſtderspimſelf as bis Father for our ſakes, 1 
OTTS 2. Cog has nom: borgi 
ather to the man Jeſus, had it not been - 
for our ſakes. I mean there had never bee 
ſuch a Relation in being, had not Chriſtians 
eternal bleſſedneſs lien at the battom of it, 
So that I may truly ſay, Chriſtians, it was 
our Spiritual concern that gave being to 
glorious mutual Relation berween the 
 . Ether and the Sonof mans, what need he 2 
+ © Ever to have madehim man,had it not been 
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| tween the Angel and the Virgin. \4ary 
| about the birth of Chriſt, give me les 
| obſerve one or two things out of it jn 


| the might; a poor Woman fit for no- 

| thing bur to make a CATPenters "ife 
of; a poor Virgin eſpouled to Foſeph 
who was of the houſe of David; and 

| that no meaner an Angel then Gabriel, 


| the Angel anſwered and ſaid unto her, the 
| Holy Ghoſs ſhall come upon thee, and the po- 
þ wer of the higheſt ſhall overſhadow thee; there- 
fe alſo that boly. thing that ſhall be born of 

thee ſhall be called the Son of God. 


f fon of this great and wonderful tranſa&i 
4 .and condeſcenfion of Chriſt? The Funda- 


24 mental reaſon was this; God had an Eternal 
A kindneſs for fach ſinners as you and1I are, 
Janda deſign to make us Chiliren of aop- 
A tiop, when we had violated our Childflap- - 


- Spiritual Bleſingo*n Chriſt, 63 
ing kindneſs for ? I have ſometimes with 
pleaſure reviewed the paſſage that paſt be. 


veto 


Luke 1. 28, 29. verſes. Mary ſhe wonders 
4 he faluration Fe the Angel, and well 


muſt be ſent to her, to declare the tidings 3 
and what were the tidings the tidings were 
that out of her Body, and in her Womb 
ſhould be begotten one that ſhould be cal- 
led the Son of God, in the 35 verſe. And 


I pray what was the buſineſs of this holy 


thing, and what was the Fundamental rea- 
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by natute :- - When' we had tr infareled 
Law of .our Creation *Childhood, he: 
reſolved tomke' us Childrenof Adopni 
and therefore it-was that the: Holy 
muſt come-upon-her, and the power of the 
bieheſt- nuſt overſhadow-hers «Chriſt ag 
the Son- of God became'the- Son of:may 
W& made theSvr-of man 'meerly andiprin 
wt wicha deſign of grace'upon.the;Song 
aughters-of: men; and therefore Sn 
$,nogreat wonder that God ſhould bleſs 
wh M1 Spiritual Bleflings in Chriſt-:1 
2.3. The third-Reaſort 13 ' this. Heal ;- 
whom we ane blefed, 18 our ſtated Lord, be aff ; 
I n= arts tr DSOVELargnh, WHY cortatn } q 
ated Lord :' and ff ofins you:.thal 
od the Apoſtle here exprefling-it; ble leg 
be the Godand Father of ' Oxy -Lorg, | 
hach blefled us, Or LZvra,« that'is,: | 
hath'givenihim robe our Lord, an-univeny : 
Rl-Lord unto Chriſtians in all-cheir Che 
{}ian concerns, and therefore whensthe A 
poſtle - preached--the Goſpel to Gornehinl ,. 
atx} his Friengs, - at--their Chriſtian .< « l 
_ (a$-I-may- {oi call. it )- ar «tt 
an meeting -10-C orxeliusshoule; if 
erve how-le'ex RY 
_ NS. « diſcoarſe;  A##4100w4 
yo he word a N:comer [ent vnto tha Chile 
let, preaching peace by Feſus Chriſt, by 
" 
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| Lord of all, here is the word which God 
| ſent unto //rae/; what is it ? It is a word of 
peace 3 what is at the bottom of it > Jeſus 
Chriſt is Lord of all, that is,he is Lord of all 
that grace, that concerns our peace; he is 
Lord of all - the pardons that concern gut 
peace ; he is Lord of all the wiſdom, thar 
concerns and relates  to' our peace, he is 
Lord of all the relations, which are re- 
lations of our peace, and he is Lord of all 
things, and of the bleſſings of all things, 
in thoſe Goſpel relations, preacning peace 
by Jeſus Chriſt, he is Lord of all. Now 
Chriſtians I pray do but Conſider, what 
is the Spiritual bleſſing that you ſtand in 
= need of > God hath made Chriſt the Lord 
of that bleſſing ; you want peace, and you 
J want comfort, and you want Joy, and you 
| want tliis,and that, andthe other,God hath 
- Chriſt Lord of all, and if he be Lord 
of all, then my Friends no wonder, that 
Ged hath bleſſed us with all in him. 
- But I will open this likewiſe in theſe 

-5f two Branches. p 

&f 1. and the Firſt is this, God bad a peciliar 
"Ml elation to Chriſts Lord({bip unto and over our 
"perſons, when be did intruſt him with all our 
Mfſigs; our Lord bears teſtimony of this 
Sepera! in many places, but eſpecially in 
ſhutting up of his miniſtry, and :of his 
*% C 
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lifehere below, ini Matth. 28. Go ye theres 
fore, ſays he, and teach all nations, gg 
ye therefore. Wherefore ? At the 18 verſe 
All power is given unto me in Heaven 
and in Earth; if he had bad only power 
given him in Heaven he could not have 
Blefled ſinners on Earth, if he had had po- 
wer given him only on Earth he could 
not have commanded the Bleflings of Hea- 
-ven. But,ſays he, all power, all authority is 
given to me in Heaven and in Earth. Go 
ye therefore and teach all nations, Lord to 
what end ( might the diſciples {ay ) muſt 
we g0? Well {ays Chriſt, I am the Lord of 
all che Bleſſings, I have an abſolute power 
to diſpoſe of all the Bleſſings of Heaven, 
and to manage all the heavenly Bleffings 
upon Earth. Therefore fays he, Go.preach 
go reach all nations : Go tell ſinners that 

am ready to bleſs them, I havea heart that 
is willing to bleſs them, TIhave a treaſure 
to {upply thern fully, according to all their 
necethties,and according to all their ſtraits. 
Go preach the Goſpel to every creature, to 
every Saint and to every ſinner; Iam Lord 
of al and therefore if you do obferve it; 
the commiſſion that Chriſt gives to his 
diſciples, to his Miniſters, has a _peculuarſ} 
reference nnto the Authority that he hath, 
received, all the authority that he hath reF*- 
CCLVOuR 
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ceived hath a peculiar reference to them, 
and rherefore ic muſt needs diſcover, that 


whatſoever he received as Soveraign he 
received for us ; and therefore no wonder 
that God bleſles us with all in him, becauſe 
he hath made him Lord of all. Chriſtians, 
want you peace ? Chriſt is Lord' of- it. 
Want you grace ? Chriſt is the Anointed 
Lord of grace ; he hath made him:Lord of 


all, 
3. Secondly, The Lordſhip that Teſus 
Chriſt hath in a over us that are to be Bleſ- 


ſed, and in andover all thebleſſings that are 
to be conferred upon us, he doth mannage and 
execute in a way accommodated tothe gentral 
and particular caſes of every Chriſtian. As 
now ſuppoſe that I or any of- you were 
made Lord of the treaſures that are lodged 
up for the poor, It may be there is. one 
that cannot ſtir out: of doors; and there is 
another that it may-be-can itir, but cannot. 
come at the time, and to the place fap-' 
pointed, others may, it may be, ſome can- 
not becauſe of natural infhrmities'z now the 
Lord, he that is the Lord Treaſuter, the 
Lord - Diſpoſer of all thoſe bleifings he can 
accommodate himſelf to the conditions of 


8 every one, he can go from houle to houſe 
?ro ſee how many poor there are, and whar 
"it s that you want ; do you ivant Bread, or 


2 do 


68 A Diſcourſe of 
do you want Drink? or do you wanf 
clothes # what is it that you want? TI ſee 
you cannot come abroad, and I am come 
to ſee your wants: truly ſo my Friends our 
Lord Chriſt can accommodate himſelf to 
every ones condition, he ſees that poor 
creanires cannot make out unto him, one is 
blind, and another is lame, and another is 
dead-hearted and difcouraged, and another 
O ro #tid fettered, and cannot go out 
into the Lord, ay but the Lord can come 
to them, he can come to your cottages, to 
your houſes, and the Lord can accommo- 
date himſelf to you, 8 ſay to you,Children, 
what want you ? Children, whart ails you? 
God hath made me Lord of all Spiritual 
bleſſings for you, what want you > want 
you wifdom ? and want you ſtrehgth 3 and 
want yott peace ; and want you grace ? what 
1s it that you want? I fee you cannot come 
to me, becauſe you want ſtrength, and you 
want a heart to come, but I can cometo 
you; and I am come to you. Thus the Lord 
of all! can accommodate himſelf; It was 1 
great offence that the Scribes; thoſe devout 
& (uperſtitious Phariſees took againſt Chriſt 
that he could accommodate hunfelf to 


the Publicans atid Harlots,and mnerech el. : 
5 fl - 


y,that could not come out to-him, 
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wait go to them, and feaſt with them, cr te 


this was an offence to them. O ſays Chriſt, 
I am ſent to the loſt ſheep of the- houſe of 
Iſrael; the ſheep do not (eek the ſhepherd, 
but the ſhepherd is to ſeek the ſheep : 2 
r creature,it may be,cannot come to the 
ord Jeſus, yet he, notwithſtanding all his 
Lordſhip, and all his grandure, and all his 
Coins tell you Sirs,he 1s ſuch a Lord as 
can accommodate himſelfto the conditions 
of every one, and therefore no wonder that 
the God of all grace hath intruſted him 
with all, and hath bleffed us with all Spitj- 
coal blefſings in him, that js the Lord and 
Maſter of ſo much grace. 

Fourthly, The 4th reafon is this, we 
are bleſſed with all Spiritual Bleſſings in 
him, Becauſe he i the Feſus of the New Teſt a- 
ment : When the Angel by a ſpecial com- 
miſhon was ſent from God to name the 
Child, he gives him this name, Marr. 1.27. 
Foſeph, it ſeems, was an honeſt, a ſaber and 
2 good man, and upon that he had a mind 
to put away 4ſary privily that was be- 


trothed to him, but the Angel appeared to ' 
Joſeph, verſe 20, and ſaid unto him, 
Foſeph, thou Son of David, fear not to take ta 
thee Mary thy wife, for that which is conceived 


| in hor & of P be Holy Ghoſt, and ſhe ſhalt bring 


; forth a Sort, and thou ſhalt calt his name Feſus, 
xd far he ſhalt ſave —- people fram their ſins. 


3 Now 
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Now my Friends, if you do btit obſerve 
how the Juſtice of God hath ſtated the 
Method of this' Salvation, you will ſee 
reaſon enough why God {hould bleſs us 
with all the Bleſfings of our Salvation in him, 
I will open this alſo in theſe two Branches. 
I. The Fnſtice of God hath ſtated the Me- 
thod of our Salvaton to be in a way of ſuffering, 
, andina way of purchaſe: That we ſhould 
& have no pardons but what ſhould be the 
price of blood, that we ſhould have no 
Poice but what ſhould be the price of 
lood, that we ſhould have no communion, 
but. what blood isat the bottom of, that we 
ſhould have no manner of fellowſhip with 
God, here or hereafter, but what 1s laid 
- and founded inthe blood of the Son of 
God ; this was the way and method that 
the Juſtice of God had ſtated. Says Chriſt, 
Heb. 10.5, 6, 7. Sacrifice and Offerings thou 
wouldſt not, but a body haſt thou prepared me; 
in burnt Offerings and Sacriſices for ſin thou 
haſt had nopleaſure, then ſaid I, LoT cometo 
do thy will, O God : As if he had faid, Lord is 
there any peace to be purchaſed for tranſ- 
greſlors ? here is my blood : _ Is there any: 
grace to be bought for ſinners > Lord here 


£0 offer my {elf to be 
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a propitiation, 
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:s my. blood for it: Is there any re- 
conciliation to.be wrought ?. I am wg 
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Spiritual Bleſſings in Chriſt, 7: 
thy Enemies; Lo here I am, Lord is there 
any Spiritual Bleſſing to be obtained b 
ſuffering? Lo I - come to do thy will, 
though it be to be made a curſe. Now 
Chriſtians, if the caſe be ſo? 1s there not 

reat reaſon then that the Bleflings that we 
ave, we ſhould be blefled with them in 
Chriſt 2 Bleſſed be the God and Father of our 
Lord TFeſus Chriſt, who hath bleſſed us in 
him, - 
2. But then the Second Illuſtration of it 
is this ; Feſus as a Saviour muſt not only be 4 
ſufferer, but 4a Surety. He muſt be one that 
muſt undertake to reſpond to God for all, 
and to fatisfy the juſtice of God for all. 
Now Sirs, what are the Bleſlings that we 
receive by his Suretiſhip? Why truly upon 
the account of that we receive all Spiritual 
Bleffings.Chriſt is Sarety,that I ſhould live 
like a Child of Adoption, for the ſubſtance” 
and main, that my heart ſhould be ina 
frame becoming thoſe thatare the Lords 
Adopted ones. O but where is he that hath 
undertaken it 2 why iris Jeſus, and there- 
fore you ſhall find the Apoſtle fix it upon 
this very title Heb. 7. 22. by ſo much was 
Teſus made a Suretyof a better Teſtament ; by 
ſo much was Jeſs: You ſee here is the very 
. Title that is givenhim in the Text : Jeſus 
the Saviour,and Jeſus the Surety for all that 
TRET + . Are. 
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are ſaved;and therefore good reaſon that we 
ſhould be Bleffed withall Spiritual bleſſings: 
in him. And then, ; 

5.. Laſtly, The 5th reaſon that is.in the 
words is this ; he hath Bleſſed us with all 
Spiritual Bleſſings in him, becauſe he » is the 
Chriſt : T pray do but obſerve it, he is the 
Chriſt : And therefore good reaſon that all 
our Bleſſings ſhould be lodged in him. 
There is not another Chriſt in Heaven; 
there was none of all the Angels of Hea- 
ven that were fit to make a Chriſt of, all 
the Sons, and Daughters of men, put them 
all together, were not fit to make a Chriſt 
of, vain are the ſuppoſitions and pre- 
ſumptions of the Papiſts. There is none 
but this -Jeſus that is fit to make a pub- 
lick Chriſt of, and this Jeſus was anointed 
with all Spiritual Blefſings to this end, 
he was anointed with them in the foun- 
tain, in the principle. I will but turn 
you to one Scripture for the confirma- 
mation- of this, that Jeſus was anoint-. | 
ed with alt Spiritual bleſſings for this 
purpoſe ; 7 pray do but obſerve that paſ- 
{age there, 1/aiah 61.1. verſe. The Spi- 
rit of the Lord is upon me, goes the Lord 
hath anointed me, I pray conſider it Sirs, 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, for of, 
wherewith he hath anointed me. 
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Spiritual Bleſſings in Chriſt, 57 
this is the Oyl of gladneſs wherewith he 
was anointed above all his fellows. Be- 
cauſe the Lord hath anointed me, To 
e | preach good tidings to.the meek, be hath ſent 
ll | meto bind up the broken hearted, to proclaim 
e | liberty to the Captives, and the openin 
the Priſon to them that are Bound, GC. j 
lf pray do but confider how he brings inthe 
| thing to my preſent purpoſe, all Spiritual 
, | Bleflings. Thou art a poor creature, a weak 
- | creature, not worthy of the leaſt crumb of 
1 I Bread,and yet my Friends, all things are gi- 
n | ven in the Lord - Chriſt, becauſe he was 
t | anointed with all for us,therefore is it that 
- | we are bleſſed with all Spiritual Bleffings 
in Chriſt. FA | 


SERMON IV. 


A 


Epheſians 1. 3. 


Bleſſed be the God and Father of our®- 
. Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who hath bleſſed 
 . us with all Spiritual Bleſſings, in "e 
"Is Heavenly places,in Chriſt. of: 
Wil 

He ſtate and Condition of this Church] no! 

of Chriſt at Epheſus we have in ſome|[el 
meaſure opened. jThe ſuitableneſs df[thi 
this paſſage of the Apoſtle to that their ſtate] ani 
we have alſo diſcovered. To be deprived] bl 
of Temporal Bleſſings and expoſed to Tem la 
poral Troubles and Trials, as well as Sp in 
ritual Temptations, is eaſily ballanced with] tle 
the Cn ov” the Apoſtle here make}an 
of being Bleſſed with all Spiritual Bleſſings, wi 
' This univerſal word is not. only applied G 
to the kinds, but alſo to the degrees off th 
every. kind of theſe Spiritual Bleſlings| re 
It is all for the kind, and all alſo off If 
every kind 3 not only faith, or only love] k 
but both; not only pardon, or only peace, 
bur botaz and not only ſo, but all 
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Yall; who hath Bleſſed us with all Spiritual 
'J8lefſings. Though you have but little in 
'Yhand, or, as I may rather ay, little in your 
"Jown hearts, yet you have all Spiritual 
"BBeffings in the hand of Chriſt. 

A Third inquiry is this. 

Queſt. 3. Who is ut that doth bleſs us with 
ir (al Spiritual Bleſſings, or under what conſidera- 
401107 are we to look upon this great Bleſſer ? 4 
. | Arxf. And I pray mind it, It is not God: | 
MI:tlarge, neither is it God as the Creator | 

of all, but here he is diſcovered as clothed 
with his principal Goſpel relations and that 
{not to us ſo much as to his Son our Lord 
ne 8 Jefus Chriſt. It is not ſaid our God, and Fa- 
dfther in Jeſus Chriſt the Lord; but the God 
teland Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath 
edÞ blefled us. Before I enter upon the particu- 
m4 kr reſolve of this, I will only premiſe this 
p+| in general,that both theſe Rehations or Ti- 
th] tles that are here attributed to God, have 
&| an equal reſpect unto all the Relations under 
9 | which Jeſus Chriſt is here conſidered. The 
ed God of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the Fa- 
off ther of -our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, fo that the 
gs4 reſolve of this upon this hypoth&*s will 
off iſe itſelf in this general propoſition or aſ- 
ve 0 ſertion, viz. TD $65. 


g Do; That God as the God and Father of 


our 
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our Lord Feſus Chriſt doth bleſs Chriſti 

ans in Chriſt with all Spiritual Bleſſings, N 

Jt 


| 
I would ſpeak theſe myſteries with all Sp 
plainneſs. But my Friends, there is none] val 
of you, thoſe that have the greateſt advan th: 
tage of _ and gifts, that can underſtand} inc 
practically what I ſhall ſay without thell ms 
& Spirit of the Lord lead you into the truth, | 2s 
”- which TI ſhall difcover to you (T hope ) i hat 
the Spirit. In the proſecution therefore off Gc 
it, 1 will only deliver my ſenſe in thekf th 
Four, or Five,Generals, and then make inf w! 
provement. | ple 
- I. The firſtis this, when we fay tha vs 
God as the God and Father of Jeſus Chriſt} 
blefles us, this ſeems to be implyed in it, «f; 
That alt: the advantages that any of the people || att 
of God'tn either Teſtament have by Goas being the 
their God, or that hangeth upon this relation C 
they are allſumm'd up in this,that he,as the Gudl) © 
of our Lord Feſus,bleſſes bis people with all Spi-|| blc 
ritual bleſſings : If fo be that you refle& up| the 
on the Old Teſtament,you ſhall find .4br« | m:; 
ham greatly glorying in this, and the Lord po! 
laying,it 25a foundation of Abrahams glo yz | Oi 
Gen. 17. 1. lays he, 1 am God allſufficient} po 
walk before me and be thou perfett; - ad ki 
Chap 15. verſe I. you have another W kn 
pearance of God to Abraham : Says hey me 


a 
4: 


” dOpiritual Bleſſings in Chriſt. +5775 
ol am thy ſhield, ard thy exceeding great reward : 
Now Sits, I pray Conſider, The man Jeſus, 

the Lord Jeſus, as betruſted with all our 
0] Spiritual bleſſings, lies under the ad- 
xl vantage of this relation to God, if ſo be 
1-1 that God be the God of Abraham, much 
x inore will he be an al/aficiene God in the 
ef manage of the concerns of Abrahams ſeed, 
1, | as the God of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt he 
inf hath bleſſed us, as anallſufficient God, as a 
off God that is the exceeding great reward of 
{| thoſe to whom he is God, able to do 
i what he will, and able to give what he 
pleaſes; he is Chriſts God thar hath bleſſed 
40 8s with all Spiritual blefhngs in Chriſt: _ 
by 2: Secondly, This alſo doth diſcover a full 
tf «ſurance of an abiding ingagement of all the 
le attribxttes of God to catry on the intereft and 
uh the concerns of Chriſt, as it 1s ſtated among 
n Chriſtians ; I fay it implies an ingagement 
JÞ 
p- 
oe 
d 


of all the attributes of God to {ee to the 
bleflings ; I pray Chriſtians don't look upon 
the man Jeſus only as concerned in the 
mannage, either in the ſecuring -or dif- 
foling of the blefiings, but look upon the 
lefſings enfured; ſecured and. to: be dif- 
IF or mannaged in their difpofal by 


ST, 
me ) 
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im that is the God of the man Jeſus; you 
pl know the paſſage there in the Old Teſta- 
if ment, w here the Lord doth COVenale pau 


” bf 
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Chriſts Type, that is, with David, and with 4 
* Solomon, but principally with the Lord Je 'y 
ſus himſelf, Pſalm 89. 26. He ſhall cry unt 'þ 
me, Thou art my Father, my God, and the Rad G 
of my Salvation, David glories in the Relz » 
tion himſelf, and he ſpeaks this by way q : 
propheſy,to give aſſurance unto all the peg ;n 
le of God, that Davids Son ſhall have | 1 

erty and a heart to cry unto him in all his Fa 
ſtraits : My God, he ſhall cry unto me, M f- 
Father, thou art My Father, and my God, 1 
Now I pray do but obſerve the Context, rn 
and you ſhall find, that the great concerns F: 
of the people of God, their great Bleſſing] 
are here devolved upon him to manage, 2 
verſe 19. I have laid help upon one that 
mighty; 1 have exaltedone Choſen out of thi { 
people, A mighty one indeed there is none 4 
to be compared to him, exalted ind&lf 7 
above all, he hath a name given himwhich . 
is above every name, and fays God, 7 hanf . 
laid help upon him, As if the Lord ſhould fi 
fay,I will betruſt him with all their perſom 
and I will berruſt him with all cheir Blef | 
ſings. I know he is mighty, he is able; 
ſave, ay but leſt he ſhould be diſcovrage ; 
or leſt any looking upon him as the Son dl j 
David ſhould judge him inſufficient tap ,, 
this imploy, I pray do but obſerve whil 
he fays in the 24 ver/e. Bur my f aithfulnds| * 

all 


piritual Bleſſings in Chriſt. 59 
and my mercy ſhall be with him, and it my 
name ſhall his horn be exalted. Imill ſet his 
hand alſo in the Sea and his right hand in the 
the Rivers, and he ſhall cry unto me, thou art my 
'God. By way of acknowledgment for what 
hath been done, thouart 24y God: O this 
is my God that hath done all this. It is he 
in whoſe name my Horn 1s exalted. It is he 
that ſhall beat down my foes before my 
fice,and plague them that hate me; & there- 
fore good reaſon he ſhould acknowledge 
him ; he ſhall cry unto me, my God, and if 
there be any thing of difficulty to be done, 
if there be fin to be removed ; if the conſe- 
Bl quence of fin had ſeized, and that to be diſ- 
8e miſled, ſays God to him, he ſhall cry unto 
; b me, 2y God; andlI pray, friends, do but ob- 
"#1 ſerve how correſpondent to this propheſy, 
1 Or tothis promiſe, was the carriage of our 
*— Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in all his ſtraits, in refe- 
tence to the general diſpenſation under 
F which he was, which was a diſpenſation 
uy full enough of ſtraits, how the Apoſtle 
= of him, or rather brings him in, as 
xing upon himſelf, in the 2 Heb. 13. And 
20 «gain, ſays be, 1 will put my truſt in him, and 
again, behold I and the Children which God 
hath given me. The concerns of the Children 
| are here upon the heart of Chriſt, and ſays 
b. Chriſt,l will put my truſt in himzin whom? 
and 0 
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in my God, that hath given me theſe Chil 
dren, in my God that hath given Bleſſing 
to me for them. I will put my truſt in him 
ſays he ; and again behold I and the Chil 
dren that God hath given me. And .wheq 
he was in the greateſt ſtrait of all, "aj 


God ſeemed to withdraw from him, a 
he under the guilt of all the fins of the whol 
ele&ion of grace, and Juſtice executing 
vengeance,or the Curſe,according to the t& 
nour of the Covenant upon him, God frow: 
ning upon him, then he had recourſe tg 
this, to the power of God, to the faithful 
neſs of God, to the attributes of God ; h 
God, My God, {ays he,why baſt thou Joſe 
me ? Nay my Friends,let me tell you this:s 
an additional illuftration of it z That the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath full liberty and prt 
viledge to demand the univerſal affiſtance 
ofall che attributes of the Divine nature in 
the manage of this work of Mediation as 
he is Man. OSz 

Thirdly, The Third General 1s this: 
What ever Relation God as God is diſcover 
under in either Teſtaments, the incoutragementh 
and all the bleſſedneſſes of-that Relation, meet 
in this his Relation to Chriſt, He isthe Gal 
and Father of Jeſus Chriſt, and as fo, I 
hath blefſed us with all Spiritual bleſkag 
in him, There are diverle Relations! 
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God'is pleaſed to,cloth himſelf withal, and 
to repreſent himſelf under unto his people, 
inthe Old and New Teſtament;Now what- 
ſoever thoſeRelations are, The advantage,& 
the bleſſednelſs that reſult from them, meet 
here in this, & that in this particular caſe,as 
he is a God bleſſingChbriſtians inChriſt;] would 
luſtrate this to you in theſe 2 particulars. 
I.. God hath diſcovered himſelf! nizder the 
motion of a Creator,' as God the . Creator 
of all fleſh,the Creator of all things, : ſo he 
roy himſelfto be ;' And yet, my 
triends,the advantages thatare. wraptaup in 
this Relation, are all ſumm'd up in this, 
t heis the God and Father of our Lord, 
bleſſing Chriſtians' with all Spiritual blef- 
+ - Nay 8 pogr Creatire lays 0. my 
heart - will never yield to theſe Spiritual 
Bleſlings, they are {0 Spiritual, and:I am fo 
carnal;-.ay but God: the Creator of thy 
heart hath bleſſed thee with all Spiritual 
Bleflings in Chriſt. O, ſays a poor Crea- 
ture,[ ſhall never be able to un erſtand,nor 
to receive thele Spiritual Myſteries, which 
wrap up as it wete theſe Spiritual bleſſings, 
I am {6 full of Spiritual blindneſs, darkneſs, 
and Tenorance; - ay but God that. created 
y. underſtanding, and created, thy un- 
a} derſtanding in+ light, as an underſtanding 
21 telembling his own, £m God hath DEN 
'Y thee 
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thee with theſe Spiritual bleſſings in Chrift 
Teſus;ay butlam ſo weak,8:1am ſo aropety 
manage them, Well notwithſtanding all;God: 
that created thee ; It is he that hath bleſſed: 
thee with all Spiritual bleſſings in Chriſt, & 
that as the God and Father of our Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt; and as he is conſidered the 
Creator of all by Chriſt, ſo he hath bleſſe 
thee with "all Spiritual bleſſings, The A. 
poſtle in his Epiſtle to-the Coloſſians, Chap, 
1. {eems to argue from this principle, and 
encourage ( from this myſtery ) poor Crea- 
turesto wait for the Bleſſing, verſe 19. for | 
it pleaſed the-Father that in him ſhould all ful 
neſs dwells, ay but how ſhall I -come.to be 
made partaker of that fulneſs that dwels i 
Chriſt} my heart hath been ſhut ſo-many. 
ears,who will open-it?' my hearthath 
en growing 3n hardneſs ſo many years 
who can ſoften it > Now obſerve, before 
the diſcovery of this the pleaſure of his] of 
race, © he brings inthe diſcovery of this] ha 
Relation of a Creator, -verſe 16. For by ha! 
him were ali things Created that are in Heaven | Y( 
and that are in Earth, &c,- by him Were: t» 
all chings Created,and it pleaſed the Father] f 
that n-him ſhould all. fulneſs dwell, andJz; 
therefore he can Create thy heart, that is} 5 
hardjhe can Create it ſoft, and in thy heartyye 
that is ſo ſhut up, he can Create an opentFÞy; 
tqq+] VE pa 10e- is 
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paſſage for the Goſpel, and the Bleſſings of 
te he Cope out of the hands of Chriſt:h into 
he can create this; Now, my 
frog this is a great adyantage, the God 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as the Creator 
- | hath bleſſed us with all Spiritual Bleſſings 
f | in Chriſt Jefus. 
1] Secondly. Another Relation-that God hath 
* | diſcovered himſelf in, as Goa, unto us in Scrip- | 
| ture, it 15. RelAtion of Supportation, im 
l xt apa of all things that are. *e Eh 
- | whoſe eyes ruri to and fro throughout the 
r | Earth obſerving both the eviland thegood; 
- | Therefore you ſhall od that when the 
A coticerns of the Church wete' before 
he appeared thus as an Univerſal So- 
Lord and Goyernour of all things, 
i] of al all powers and all intereſts whatſoever; 
51 you haye it in the 1 of Zach. There were - 
e grand objeQions that lay in the way 
of thi mercy,that God had berruſted irithe 


; 
5} tand ofChriſt, to manage for and on the be- E 
| talf of his poor deſpiſed & afflicted people; | 


#1 You have tie management of it diſcovered 
[to bebetruſted with him in the 8 verſe. 7 
I1 ſaw by night, and behold A man riding upon {_ 
1H Red Horſe ; and ps 2h among the * Myrtle 

rees that were in the bottom, and behind him 
iu'were rhere Red Horſes ſptckhled and Winte. 
a] Here ; was the cafe and concerns. Of the 
METH UC. G 2 Church, 
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rch, and thedeſign was a deſi; of i 
Littheſe My: ocefen wa ld be tranſ py: 
oj out of the borkotn, and that : e Myr 
tles ſhould be ſecured; and cauſed to grow 
in the bottom; and therefore” inthe mid 
ofthe Myrtles he doth appear riding. upayg{ tl 
a.Red Horſe. Now my friends here was#IÞ 
# 2at. work that did lie Firs him, andy j 
th his Iva, thoſe that NG: 


him ppon RedHark _ 
What are thele? [: Op oF: wy her 
Hd the Ange bn 


the” Lord bath ſent. 
the” Earth, Thus. 4 
ſtood aniohg che V 
Cap moeſe Wasnidung: 
Tank verſe 9 the. IN 
O my Lord, ſay tie, ha 
Then, Verſe Li, "you bi | 
'en unto this angel, unto 
c yore have Se 2h W 
Le World, and. the 'accounty[Þl 
this? We have walked to and fro; through the 
Eirth;/and. behold all the, Earth irtet feil[to 
anti at reſt. You may at your le exure colt v 
faltche Context, and you ſhall find chal 
'Wasa Beat work hers to do,. gre 
Bleffiogs, ro. beſtow .u; a,poor.. deſpule 
antetpned people, and the manage of WHV 
was calt upon clis tnan that t anon 


| po 
Aa 
bL, 


F 


| F, pzrettal Ble eſtes 7. F Chrz/8, 8 5 
Meg: ons Trees,and this man-had the ad-- 
e .of the enconragement of th 
& Relation as he is the Supream un 
|ak Lord of all ; ſo that] ſay, m 
friends, if fo be thar the Soreraignty of 
jo the great Trhoub gs he is the wy Go- 
env. 0 of all, and as he is Lord of all, 
of any advantage unto us, here 
tes the advantage of it, that the God 
al our Lord Jeſus is got only the great 
c - Dog our the great governing God 


t hath bleſſed us with all Spiritual 
eflings. O, ſays a poor trembling Sonl, 1 
als never ſecure my Bleſſings from the De- 
my heart is ſo treacherous and gy 
fl ful, and Satan ſoſubtile and powerful, I 
wen aever ſecure then. * {ll my ft friends 
ur who is he that h bath Bleſſed you ? Even , 
1 we{God, the God of Chri Jef the Lord, 
4 I#ho is theAbſolute,Soveraign Gorerion 
zedofall che whole Creati {once it is that ha 
1 Ie IecyPP with al ritual vleſings” 
but only obferve this el mg 


the 
liioyou: Though The Devil and e powers 
: "D : 


Worl a3 a(t off Gods par, 
Mernment, yet. G tn no Fa at 
by all el erty) lin, leſſened bl natural ide 
let; Ashe was 10 bell "he is as much 
Tv he gnLord and G oyernour of all ehiigs 
ow x Devils have ntied and man has 
&, fintied, 
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ſinned; and both man and Devils have affl/ 
off his. moral overnment; he is as midy: 
Lord and. abſolute Soveraign as he ul 
and would have been if they had 1 
ſinned. 
Fourthly, God, as the God 2nd Fathe 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, bleſſes us; thatk 
He ſtands under engagement, as Chriſts Gu 
and Father, to "ſecure what be hath given! 
#5 in Chriſt, A$Tobſerved to you befor 
it is not only our God and Father inCt it 
but it is the God and Father of Chriſt, th 
hath bleſſed us in Chriſt, and if ſo, the 
he ſtands engaged unto Chriſt, in wh y 
He hath lodged theſe Bleſſings for 1s, Of 
whom he hath bleſſed us with theſe Bleſſin 
to ſecure them unto us; The ;more imm 
didte engagement. lay betw 'een God al 
"Chriſt Jeſas. It 'is a more remote relatiq 
and fo by conſequence, an eons 
2 greater diſtance, or an engagement upd 
.2 remoye that he ſtands in unto us that 
Chriſtians. I '08ld fain have you tow; 
 derſtand this, I; Wo If heis the God of Chrillſ 
' that hath bleſle , and therefore as he 
' the God of Sh he ſands engaged 
Chriſt Jeſus; there lay the firſt -a 
| Fyincipal engagement? *Tis true as fs 0 
| he is not to be queſtioned. I am on - 
ſais he, I change not and therefore, ye So 
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þ Jacob are not conſumed, Mal. 3. 6. But, my 
AJ friends, he is not only the God of the Sons 
FF of Facob, and theref ore they are not con- 
#7 ſumed, but he is the God of the Lord Jeſus 
"1 Chriſt, and therefore they cannot be con- 
10 ſumed. Why ? Becauſe as he is Chriſts God 
*4 he hath blefſed us, and fo he ſtands engag- 
J ed unto the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Now I pray 
-] obſerve but theſe two things; 
1, The firſt IS this, There was never any 
thing of offence that ever paſſed between this 
4 God, and this Chriſt. The Father was never 
©-1 offended by the Son,and theSon was never 
IJ offended by the Father, theſe alwaies kept 
1 2 good, a perfect, a full correſpondency 
1 each with other ; indeed ſometimes aChri- 


{ {tian hathreaſon' to fear ; My GodT have 

74 provoked, and myGod I have diſhonoured, 

1 and my God I have forſaken, and my God 

1 Ihave ſlighted. As Chriſtian, thou mayeſt 
a 


J fay ſo, bur it is Blaſphemy for thee to ſay 
"J or think, that eyer Chriſt could fay (o ; in 
4] truth he never provoked his God, he ne- 
21. ver diſhonoured his God, he'neyer did 

24 thing that might diſoblige his God, 

4 Chriſt never did ; He in whom thou arc 
a bleſſed: ir is God,as the God of Chriſt, that 
\T hath bleſſed chez, and therefore, Chriſtian, 
= great encouragement there jisunto thy Soul. 
"74 «« Secondly, As he is Chriſts God, all the pro- 
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miſes were not only ſummed up in him that w 
made to Chriſtians, but the Bleſſedneſs of 
the promiſes have a primary reſpec} and relg. 
tion unto him. My meaning plainly is thi 
God hath promited thee peace, Ay but this 
peace bath reference unto the honourir 
and glorifying of the man Jeſus, Wh 
God hath Bleſſed thee with this peace 
him. Jeſus hath the glory of all, and God 
eyes the glory of Jeſus inall the promiſe 
he makes to us 3and ſo, my friends, all the 
romiſes were not only defignedly given 
or the 'advancement of him, but all the 
promiſes were ſummed npin him. When 
God made the promiſe of a ſeed to Abra- 
ham, Abraham had enough, he was under 
ſome diſcontent before, bur now, ſays 
God, I will not only give thee a Child, 
one to be thine Heir, but I will give thee a 
Son, and that Son that I will give thee,ſhall 
be my Heir 3 One in whom all the Nations 
of the Earth ſhall be Bleſſed, Now Avraham 
had enough; you neyer find Abraham ſeek- 
ing any more Children at the hands of 
God ; no, having an 1faac, a ſeed in whom 
all the Nations of the Earth ſhould be ble{- 


ſed, Now Abraham is ſatisfyed, and theres 
fore the Lord in the propheſy of the Pro- 


phet Jſajab, doth thus explain himſelf, 
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Spiritual Bleſſings in Chriſt, 8g 
Iſa. 55. 4. Behold T have given him for a witr 
neſs (or a C ovenant ) to the people. I will 
g1VC him. Who? I will give my Son Feſus 


for a Covenant tothe people ; That is as much 
as if God ſhould fay, I will give him for 


All, he is as it were the Sums and Sub- 


ſtance of all,ay but Chriſt, and you ſay Al, 
When God gives Chriſt toa poor Crea- 
ture he gives all the Promyſes, all the Cove- 
ngants, and all the Bleſſings of Earth, and all 
the Bleſſings of Heaven, all the Bleſſings of pro- 
vidence, and all the Bleſſings that are reſerved 
in the everlaſting Manſions, And thus now 
you ſee in theſe reſpe&s upon what account 
it is, that the Apoſtle ſeems to lay the Em- 
phaſis upon this word : Blefſed bethe God 
and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt , who 
hath Bleſſed us with all Spiritual Bleſs 
ſmgs, &C. 

| j {hall give you but 3 or 4 inferences; 

USE. 1. Isitſo, my friends, that God 
as the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
hath Bleſſed Chriſtians with all Spiritual Bleſs 
ſings? Then, 

; the firſt place, Vain are the attempts of 
any of the enemies of Chriſtians to interpoſe 
between them and their Bleſſings. Though they 
may ſometimes interpoſe between them 
and {ome of the means of their Bleſſings, 
yet I fay, yain are the attempts of their 
| Enenues 
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enemies againſt their Bleflings; Why ? Be- 
cauſe that God, as the God and Father of 
Jeſus Chriſt, hath bleſſed them with all 
Bleflings. 

Now you may obſery t the Devil 

hath been all along at it,and"he makes it his 
deſign &buſineſ(s,from time to time,& from 
age to age,and from diſpenſation to diſpen- 
ſation to interpuſe between the Lords peo- 
ple and their Bleſſings, but ſtill in vain; and 
therefore the Pfalmiſt eyeing the Lord 
Jeſus, and eying by faith, this bleſſedneſs, 
wherewith the God of the man Jeſus ſhould 
bleſs'Chriſtians,he cryes out in the 2 P/al. 1. 
Why do the heathen Rage, and the people ima- 
gine a vain thing? Their great deſign was 
to keep the people of God from thoſe 
Bleflings that God had deſigned by promiſe 
to give to them, There they were imagin- 
ing and conſulting, and there they were de- 
ſigning well;but obſerve it that very thing, 
that they thought would be the compleat- 
ment of all thejr defignes, tending to this 
purpoſe, was the greateſt in-let to all theſe 
Bleſſings. Certainly they were in great Joy, 
and had much ſatisfa&tion upon their Spi- 
rits, when they got Chriſt nailed upon the 
Croſs, but their very nailing and crucify- . 
ing of him,made way for all theſe Bleſſings 


It opened as it were all the treaſures ofs | - 


Brace, | 
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Spiritual Bleſſings in Chriſt, gx 
grace, it opened all the Relations that were 
diſcovered ; and the vi ngr upon the 
death of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt :came 
flowing out of the promiſes, and flowing 
out of Relations, and the World was fille 
with theſe Bleſſings : So that I ſay whatſo- 
ever deviſes the World hath, to interpoſe 
between Chriſtians and their Bleſſings,they 
will be in vain,if they take up one conduit; 
God will lay many more; And if they 
give an obſtruction one way, he will pro- 
ceed other waies and manage ir. It is the 
God of Jeſus Chriſt that hath bleſſed Chri(- 
tians, and therefore Chriſtians have their 
Bleſſings ſure. 

USE. 2. Secondly. Then methinks, 
Cbriſtians,you ſhould wm age Gog,as the God 
and Father of Chriſt, un er all the diſcourage- 
ments, that ariſe upon your own Spirits, from 
your own violations of the a Fwy of his Re- 
ation to you, My meaning is this, when you 
cannot comfortably go to Godzas yourGod, 
for a bleſſing, you may comfortably go to 
God, as Chriſts God, for any Bebe iy, 
my friends, here lay the caſe, O, ſaies thy 
conſcience, thou never comeſt to the word 
of God but thou deſpiſeſt the God of the 
word, and thy heart is ſhut againſt the 
word, even from thy Child-hoad, and-in 
thyChild-hood,theDevil ſhuts up thy _ 
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cone thy Gal hecar e thy jan HA. tell 
eethat thou halt PONeda RunLoden 
thou ay2t go £0 him at that time asChriſts 
God; forGod,as theGod of ChriſtJeſus,hath 
Bleſſed thee with all Spiritual Bleſlings. 
Therefore.Chriſtians wonder a 2 co diſcou- 
ragements,that ariſe fr [om the ſenſe of your 
own unworthineſs, let this be your way, 
to look upon God as the God of Chriſt, 
a p01 to God for Bleſſings, as the God of 
I 

USE. 3. Doth bleſs us with all 
Spiritual B eſfings as the God and Father of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 2 Ther, my friends, you 
may bere take occaſion to magnify the Myſtery 


of the Goſpel. And [f00 may ſee great rea- | 
SLOTLLY 


bis why you ſho theſe perſons, 
that are principally concerned in he myſte- 
ries of the Goſpel. No wonder the Apolte 
breaks out, Bleſſed be theGod andFather 0 

Lord Yeſus-Chriſft, And can your hearts od 
From breaking out in the praiſes of God? 0 


efſed be theGod and Father of our Lord Feſus 


eb, who hath Bleſſed #s with all Spiri- L 


ral | 
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tual Bleſſings! Sirs, you" may ſee here is 
reaſon enough why we ſhould glorify the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, becauſe between God 
the Father and the Lord ' Jeſus Chriſt, as 
related one to another, are all Spiritual 
Bleſligs Fm There is your great ſecu- 
rity and ſafety 3 rhetefore, Sirs, let him be 
bleſſed by you; as the God of Chriſt, and let 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt beadmired, and glo- 
rified and belieyed oh by you, 5 5M 
tis: 161-68 ther COR 2 tie God of Chai 

tis 5 181010 that God 2s the God of.Chr 
ha Piet us wi all Spiricual Blefſmgs 
inChriſt:Then ſurely the nataval tendencyof all 
thoſe Spiritual Bleſſings > fo make us conforma- 
ble and like unto him, By this you may un- 
derſtand Bleſſings, or diſtinguiſh |between 
thoſe that are pretended to be Spiritual 
bleflings and thoſe that are really ſo, many 
retend to great parts and gifts,and O their 
ight is Spiritual! 8 O their zeal isSpiritual 
zeal ! and their inlargements are Spiritual 
inlargements ! and I pray God they may be 
all ſuch,8: O that all had always ſuch ! Bur 
let metell you, Sirs, a great many things 
of this nature, if they be brought to the 
Teſt, will not be found to be Spiritual 
Bleflings; Why ? Becauſe the tendency of 
' | theſe Bleſſings is not toconform you tothe 
+] -God of Chrilt Jeſus ? Do you ad your 
| carts 


9& <A Diſcomſeef  . - 
hearts ingaged to..the God of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt > De you find 'the tendency 
of that, which you call a Spiritual Bleſſing, 
is to make you more like tothe Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt. If ſo, then there 18 ſomething 
in it, then, it is one of the Bleſſings of the 
God and Father, of out Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
wherewith he hath Bleſled you iti Chriſt. 
Bur if the tendency of that which you call 
2 Spiritual Bleſſing b 
to.the God and Father of Jeſus Chriſt, do 
not miſcal it atid honour it with che name 
of 2 Spiritual Bleſſingsfor- it is noneof theſe 
Soirtenal Bleſſings; with which the God and 
Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath bleſſed 
Chriſuans.  - | 


not to make you like | 
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Amos g. Vetle 9g. 


For Lo TI will Command and I will fife 
_ the Houſe of Iſrael among. all Na- 

tions, as Corn is fifted in a fieve, yet 
| ſhall not the leaſt grain. fall to the 
| Earth. | 


Hr made it my buſineſs of late to 
open the myſtery of the grace of the - 
Blefled Trinity, and to diſcover the ac- 
commodation of that grace unto Chriſtians 
under greateſt OUrINAIN at Chrif- 
tians of the meaneſt {iſe and rank. Iam 
- {ſtill in the purſuit of the ſame deſign, and 
| therefore have I fixt upon theſe words; 
2 | which do diſcover the SOVTAgeny of God 
*. inthe management of all the ſufferings of 
- his own people. I pray do but obſerve ; 
4 Though God doth imploy the Nations yet he 
Jeeps the Nations in his own hand. The Na- 
My tions are but the ſieve in his hand, He Ks 
Ai * hats: elir 
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their power, and he keeps their intereſt, he 
keeps all the inſtruments that he uſes ſtill in] ; 
his own hand:- Aſhria, the Rodof my Anger; | ( 
But yet the Rod of his Anger i» his ow | y 
band. So here the Nations the ſipve of bis Þ t, 
wrath. But yet the ſieve of his wrath iz hi] f, 
own hand, He keeps itz Lo, ſays he, 1 will { 
command and I will ſift the Houſe of Iſrael. I t; 
Jetus tells his diſciple Peter,that Satan would | y 
2in have been fingering at this work, he 
would fain have had him in his own hand, 
he would have had Chriſt to have left him 
' to him; Simon, Simon, ſays he, Satan has de- 


in Abſolute; Soveraign; Uncontrou 
Power to hisEnemies over and about thi 
concerns, 7, ſays God, will [ift the Houſe « 
Iſrael among all nations. 
2. And then Secondly, you have a gr& 
ciou reſerve,or a reſerve of grace appropriated 
n1Hto a few that the Lord is more than ordinds 
rily concerned for. Why, ſays he, yer for 
this, the leaſt grain ſhall not fall to the ground; 
Thongh God curn his people, as'it wer”. 
from ſieve to fieve,yet he will not ſuffer the + 
feaſt grain under all theſe ſifting pen 
TOTS [1 
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tions tofall ro the ground, Not only the 
moſt - promiſing, likely and flourithing 
Grace, he will not only fook after the moſt 
weighty but the leaſt grace, and the ligh- 
teſt grain; Ter, /ajes, he, ſhall not the leaſt grain 
fall upon the Earth, There are diverſe ob- 
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Hy ſervations that lye in the words: I ſhall 
l | take notice of them;and then fix upori thoſe 
WJ which moſt ſubſerve my deſign. 

dl Obſ. 1. That all the evils that befall the 
m Iſrael of Godghough managed by the ene- 
le» mies of God, yet are the Iſſues of Gods 
ut Command. 


8 


The Command not of his word, but a 
Providential Command, when God ſpeaks 
threatning Language and Terrour to. his 
people 1/rae! in other Prophelies, -he tells 
them that he will hiſs for the fly, and he 
will call theRod of his anger,che 4ſſiyrian the” 
| Rod of bis anger: He will call themand im- 
r&| ploy them. So here, faies he, Lo 1 will Com- 
mand, &c, 


' Obſ., 2. That God will have the managing 
of all bis adverſaries malice and the 

- = ordering and. bounding of all his ad- 
be ver ſaries power. 1 will order the Sift- 
im, ates: Ie, For Lo, I will Com- 
; H | m1: 
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_ and" I will Sift the Houſe of If: 
Facl. 


Obſ. 3. That both the Commiſſion given' 
and the reſtriftion or limitation of the” 
Commiſſion reſerved, « matter of a Chriſ-" 
tians obſervation, of Iſrael's obſerva- 


1100. 


It is the duty of Gods 1/-ael to obſerve 
both the one and the other ; to obſerve 
that God commands ſuch a Nation to affli& 
fach a people ; for lo, ſays he, / will Com- 
mand and lo 1 will ſift. Surely this if right- 
ly managed would be of very great Uſe 
toChriſtians in a ſuffering day ;Nay let me 
tell you more, if God will make uſe of the'F ;; 
Devil in this work, yet obſerve the re-[; 
ſtraint, obſerve the limitation. Who wilf 1 
go for us? ſays God, I, faies the Devi] -* 
will go. And if the Lord doth ſuffer hin 
to try us and (ift us with temptation up- fal 
on temptation ; Yet do but obſerve the re- 
ſtraint, how often was the Devil forced 
to come for the enlarging ofhisCommiſſion}®: 
againſt Fob? f, 


( 

Obſ. 4. That notwithſtanding all the ſuf® 
ferings of the Lords people, yet the Lord .c 

' will take care toſecure the meansſt of bi 
people, | C: T | 
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1 It is the leaſt grain that is the pro 
per matter of this promiſe, Ir is not thoſ- 
| that are higheſt, the biggeſt, and the lar- 
| geſt wheat, but even rhe /ea/# grain though 
I there be abundance of chaff, & abundance 
| of mixcure yet the leaſt grain ſhall notfall to 
the ground: One woula wonder to obſerve 
that the- Lord in his greateſt promiſes 
|| ſhould fix upon the meaneſt and moſt un- 
likely profeſſours. It may be you think 
there 1s no grace in your heart, no ſeed, no 
grain there ; that you are not a grain, but 
are rather tares: well but the Lord 
doth not proceed according to the obſer- 
5 vation that you make of yours ſelves, 
«| Þut according to the obſervation thac 
wp he makes of you. If Coo can ſpy a 
ſh little grace in any heart, God _ will 
if look after that heart 3 It is rhe leaſt grain 
1.0 that God obſerves that is the matrerof this 
mm (promiſe; Ter, ſays he, ſhall nor the leaſe grain 
7 fall upon the Earth. 
<4 In the opening of this obſervation I 
- hall only give you ſome few reaſons of 
Jit,. and then make fome improvement. 
Queſt. You will ſay to me then, Why 
fi # whence wit that ſach ſpecial care i ta- 
oe” of ſuch inconſiderable Chriſtians ? One 
pa thom miniſters: it may be make nog 
2 BE H 2 OL, 
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of; one whom private Chriſtians diſregard; th 
yet God ſpysa little grace in him: Wen 
may be are ready to think it would be not 
great matter to loſe {ach a little grainÞ - 
as this ; no great matter if the Devil ſhould 
hurry ſuch a one into ſuch fins; no great] 
matter if that affliftions {weep away and} n 
ſuch a Profeflour, from the Ordinances and} 
from communion & fellowſhip withGod in} # 
his own appointments. But, my Friends **/ 
here is the Caſe 3 The Lord he obfervethſ di 
what there is within, and the Lord doth 
not att nor carry it either under generalj re 
Or particular judgments, according to oury ic 
oblervation or ſenſe, but according to his] 
017n obſervation and the truth of the thin 

If there be grace, though it be in the-leaftf} 0t 
degree; if there be grace pong under " 
vreat diſadvantages and under great diff 
couragements, yet an all-ſearching Eye can 
eſpy a grain of Corn in a heap of Chaft. kt 
may be there is a grear deal of Chaff,a gre 
deal of vanity, a great deal of earthline]Þ 
which do not commend thee before as 
but rather diſcommend thee before Gal 
and man, bur little grace in thy life, litÞ% 
tle in thy prayers, little in thy heart, lit 
in thy underſtanding ; Ay, But if God elyÞ}#: 
a little grace under all this Rubbiſh, a tial® 
grair, a grain of the leaſt (ize under M® 
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{; | this Heap of Chaffand Rubbiſh, The Lord 
th will take care of rhis. Yer, faies he, ſha!l nor 
nol the leaſt grain fall to the ground. 
ind But whence ts all this kindneſs ? 
I k 
- Anſ. T ſhall give you an account of this 
ndÞ in theſe following Propofitions. 
ndj} Real. IT. A /irrle grace, though never ſo 
inf} firtle, 1s diſtinguiſhing grace as well as the grea- 
| teſt, though never ſo much : When the Lord 
if did at firſt work the work of grace upon 
xhi thy hear, then he made a perſonal diffe- 
fall rence between thee and others; and it is 
wel not the muchneſs of thy grace that gives 
hi] the eſſential diſtin&tion, but it is the cruth 
nel of thy grace that diſtinguiſheth thee from 
% others. I will open'this 1n thele 2 Branches. 
1. Firſt. The leaſt degree,or the leaſt grain, 
its 


grace isrhe Iſſue of Gods eternal dijtingniſh- 
can ing kindneſs. God from all eternity, before 
' HIthe foundations of che world were laid,did 
ext elec and chooſe thee to receive ſuch a 
eg] meaſure of grace in ſuch a little proportion, 
183 well as another in a large mea{ure and 
F In a greater proportion 3 ye are choſen In 
tity him, ſays the Apoltle. 1. Eph. 4. before 
thi the Forndation of the World was laid, that 
ſm (bold be Holy. God did not on'y chooſe 
thoſe that were inriched with more then 
Mſvtdinary Grace, thoſe that are full of the 
we + H 3 Holy 
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Holy-Ghoſt, were not the only Perſa t 
t-at were in theEye 8 upon theHeart ofGol 1 
'from all Eternity, but thole that have rd \ 
ceived, though but their meaſures bl 1 
ſcantling. Thele are the Ferions that Gag 
did from all Eternity delign, by this lit / 
grace, to make a perſonal difference bl | 
tween them and others; Let me tell yall. / 
all the moraliſts in the World, and  : 
the great ones of the World, have not ; 
much as this little grace amounts to; Thai 4 
ſands and ten thouſands of hearts, will a 
pear before the Throne, and not a graff 
of grace in them, & therefore, my Friend - 
if ſo then, this mult needs be clear, th 
either God muſt look after this little gra 
or mul loſe the reſolve of his EternalLo 
2. That thu little hath the nature of | 
whole, Jeſus Chriſt compares the Kingde 
of Heavenin hearts unto 4 grain of muſta 
Seed, which us the leaſt of all grains, Wi 
though it be ſo little, yet there is a prol 
fick, or a ſeminal vertue and power, i 
that little. The leaſt grain of Corn is whe 
it hath the Nature of wheat, as well as 
fulleſt, ſo the leaſt Chriſtian, he that ha 
the leaſt grace, hath the whole nature 
 Chriſtianity,as well as he that hath mol 
who deſpiſeththe day «any things? Tho. 
you do, yet God will not 3 it may be 


4 
x. 
8; 
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take little notice, and Gay, it is but a little, 
of but yet in this little is the nature of the - 
whole :If there be true faith, chough it be 
4 little, yet here is all the truth of faith in 
I a little faith, and there is all the Truth of 
it loye; the whole nature of love, in a little 
A love ; and there is the whole nature of hu- 
x1 mility, though it be ſhut up as it were in a 
{ i little compaſs; & if it be ſo then this little 
t. muſt beand is the care.of God, becauſe 
ha the leaſt grain hath the nature of the whole, 
i and ſo here is the whole nature of grace 
7724 Even in the leaſt grace. Therefore, {a 
nd God, the houſe of 1/ree!, this perverſe, 
this rebel liuos houſe, this is a frathy and 
rad chaffy houſe of 1-ael ; .yetT will -not loſe 
owl theleaſt grain, yet zor the leaſt grain ſhall 
Fi fall upontbe Earth. 
de 3. That the leaſt grace i under deſignments 
fs of grace as well as the greateſt : Nay let me 
tell you, Sirs, There are many Chriſtians 
that have moſt at firſt conſidering the 
proportion, & there are, on the other han 
manyChriſtians who have leaſt at firſt, an 
yet afterwards do attain toa great deal 
more then thoſe that had moſt ar firſt. God 
+4 doth notalwaysdo as we do,oras man doth. 
i Many times to him that hath moſt at firſt 


'l fare is many times moſt given afterwards; 


doth notalways do ſo but he gives 
H 4 {omerimes 
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ſometimes the greateſt encreaſe an encreaſe 
like the encreaſes of God, even unto 
thoſe in whom at -firſt he did Create but 
little. One could hardly perceive the 
flax ſmoaking the other day, and now it is 
all on aflamezznd take another Chriſtian,& 
as.-ſoon asever the fire is put into the flax, 
the flax fell all into a ſmoak. There wasa 
great appearance, a great heat at firſt, but 
take him three,or four, or five, years after, 
& behold a damp again; the man had great 
incomes at firſt, but afterwards there was as 
great an abatement,6e he that had leaſtnow 

ath moſt ſo thatT ſay,confidering the great- 
neſs of the deſignr.ent,the unlimited defign- 


ment, that relate to thoſe that have! little, 


may give a reaſon why-the Lord will look 
after the leaſt grace,why ſpecial grace will 
be charged with the preſervation & fecuri- 
ty of the leaſt. Satan may ſuggeſt, why what 
is this, a poor thing that can hardly crawl 
towards Chriſt in a duty ; ſo weak, thereis 
little or nothing to be feen of the Image 
of God in his heart, becauſe there's ſo'lit- 
tle. Ay but,Chriſtians,you do not know un- 
der . what deſignment this little is, what 


rear things the Lord hath to manage by ' 
this little grace, Daniel, when the Lord 
ſhewed him the great revolutions that -/ 
were .to be in the world, he ſhewed him «® 
OT an FO Mountain, 
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Mountain, a mighty mountain'z And he 
ſhewed him alſo 4 little Stone, that was cut 
out of the Mountain without hands, and this 
ſtone ſhould be bigger than the Mountain. 


The Mountain, if you take it to be the 
Roman Empire, that was as a Mountain 


that filled agreat part ofthe Earth; ay bur ' 
the little - Stone, that is cut out of the 
Mountain without hands, that ſhall cover 
all the face of the Earth in its time. So I ſay 


do but you make it your buſineſs to diſco- 
yer grace,and never preſcribe any limits as 


tothat grace; A little grace may be under a 


great deſign; little David did more then the 


mighty man Saul that- was taller than all 


| the Ifraelites;he was undera greater de{ign- 
ment; I pray conſider this with me under 


theſe two branches. | 

I. The leaſt grace may be under a deſign- 
ment for greateſt ſervice, for the time to come: 
Chriſt is Prophecied of, as a root that 
ſhould grow out of a dry ground, ſo Chriſt 
5 compared, he promiſed but little, there 
was but a very {lender appearance of Jeſus 
at the firſt, that ever he thould be the man + 
in whom all the Promiſes and Prophecies 


'{ ſhould center: A Carpenters Son, this is 
\ but the Son of a Carpenter, ſay they, an 
[unlikely thing, that all the Promiſes and 
*IProphecies of the Meſſiah ſhould center 


wo 
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in him, and have their accompliſhment jg 
him : Even {© it may be with Chriſtia 
little beginnings many times do work ro. 
boil up, and improve unto greateſt under- 
takements. If vou nakedly confider how 
the Lord dealt with his own Diſciples, one 
would wonder that they ſhould be his 
hearers, three-years and and an half, and, 
when all came to all, had not ſo much 
Faith, as to believe that th's was real 
he; that they ſhould not have grace eno 

to bear them out in one bruſh of trial, that 
they met with, in the apprehencing of our 
Lord, but they muſt all forſake him, when 
he was upon the Croſs. That indeed was 
ſomething a great trial, but to forſake 
him as ſoon as ever he was apprehended, 
and for Peter to age Gap as ſoon as ever 
he was challenged, this do's not diſcover 
greatneſs of grace. Truly theſe men, as1 
may ſay, were men of little ſtature, ang 
the Kingdom of Heaven in them, duri 
that time they lived with Chriſt and hear 
theLordChriſt, was but as a grain of Muſ- 
tard Seed ; and yet theſe were the men 
that muſt do the great work of God in the 


World. So it may be there is buta littk] 


Erace in thy Childs Heart, or in thine 


own Heart, but that little grace may 
nader a great deſignment far great ſervith]” 


"hm. a ” I” TY a. th. 


conſider not only for the preſent but - 
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and therefore it is that the Lord will look 


after a little, becauſe he knows what it 1$ 
that you are deligned for, and that every 
one i3 deſigned for. 

2. The leaſt grace may, be under a deſugn- 
ment for the greateſt injoyments; that is, God 
may deſign a Perſon for the greateſt enjoy- 
ments, that hath now bur the leaſt grace, 
Many times Children, that are weakeit, 
have moſt of the manifeſtations of the 
tender affections of the Mother. Truly {© 


I may ſay the Lord doth lead thoſe many 


times by the hand, that he hath given bur 
little grace to, when others are as it were 
turned to go of themſelves ; the Lambs 
are Carried in the Boſom of the Shepherd. 
I/a. 40. 11. the Lord promiſeth that ke 
will raiſe up a Shepherd, that ſhall gather the 
Lambs with his arm, and carry them in his 
Boſom.Chriſtians, though you be but little, 
yet I Pray conſider, you may be under a 
delignment of great enjoyments z theLora 
doth many times give you, as it were, the 


\ {weet of the Goſpe!, whilſt he feeds others 


with .courſer and harſher fare. The Lord 
giveth you the dainties of the Covenant, 


and of the Promiſes, when he doth treac 


with others with more courſe or more 
common Providences. Chriſtians, I pray 
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the time to come, you may be under the 
greateſt del1ignments, for the greateſt en- 
joyments; and therefore it is that God 
will not loſe the leaſt grain : what ſieve 
ſoever he makes uſe of, to be ſure his Eye 
and his Hand will be upon the leaft grain 
in the ſteve, becauſe of their delignment. 

3. The Lord will take care of thoſe that 
have the leaſt grace, becauſe thoſe that have 
the leaſt grace have a full right. I pray do 
but obſerve, there is no gradual difference 


in Goſpel right ; if I have a right to an E- Þ 


ſtate wrapt up in a ſcroul of paper, it 1s as 
much as the right that another hath to his 
Eſtate that is written or enlarged upon in a 
ſheet: truly fo it is with Chriſtians, little 
race gives a full right, and therefore the 
ord will look after it; or elſ{@ he muſt ſuf- 
fer his own right to be loſt, the right that 
he hath given ro be void, if hes doth not 
look after the leaſt grace. I will open this 
in theſe two Branches. 
I. The greateſt promiſes are made to the 
leaſt of graces: [ pray turn tO that paſſage 
of our Lord in the firſt Sermon that ever 


he preached upon the Mount, in at. 5. 


Bleſſed, lays he, are the poor in Spirit,for theirs 


# the Kingdom of Heaven, What canyou 


have more than the Kingdom, not- the 


Kingdoms of the Earth, but the Kingapm | 
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of Heaven ahd the Kingdom without li- 
mitation: Theirs is the throne of the King- 
dom, and theirs ts the Crown of the King- 
dom,& theirs is theBleſſedneſs & the glory 
of the Kingdom ; and .who are theſeto 
whom this Kingdom in all its glory is thus 
annexed by promiſe? It is thoſe who are poor 
in Spirit, that have buta little grace, and 
yet are ſenſible of their little. Chriſtians, 
there is no graduall variation in right, 
though there are always gradual variations 
in the 'comfort of your right ; you ſhall 
ſcarce meet with two Chriitians that have 
in all points an equal ballance of comforta- 
ble enjoyment of their Right; and yet 
their Right is the ſame, thy promiſe is 
my promiſe, and the Blefling that is a 
Chriſtians by Covenant, that Path attain- 
ed to the greateſt meaſures of grace, theſe 
very Bleflings,and this very Covenant,may 
with all its Bleſflings belong to him that 
hath leaſt grace. May a man that is well 
thriven 1m grace, {ay all this is mine, as God 
ſaid to Abrabam, when he led him forth, 
come, ſaies he, look towards the Eaſt, and 
the Welt, and the North and the South, 
Behold all this Land will I give thee. So 1 
may fay to a Chriſtian, Chriſtian, come 
look from the one end of the Scripture to 


' the other, look upwards, look downwards, |. 


look on this hand, and look on the other 
| hand, 
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hand from the Eaſt tothe Weſt, from the 
North to the South, #ehold all this God 
hath gi ver thee. Ay but I am poor, faies the 
Chriſtian 3 it is no matter, thy poverty 
doth not deſtroy thy right? thy Poverty 
makes no alteration in thy right : do not 
fay in thy Heart, this is for thoſe that are 

call Cedars, this is for thoſe that are fruit- 
fal, but as for me, alas Lam not, well if 
there be bura little, though never ſo lit: 

tle, thy right is the ſame za little. grace you 

ſee doth give right to the greateſt bleffings;. 
and the Rn bleſlings are eſtabliſhed 
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lents, it may be to another he hathi 
but two, and it may be he hathiiven 
another but one Talent 3 well "bur * 
{ay it is the ſame grace that gives alltho 
Talents, and-that- gives a like- right 
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thoſe various or pe, ng Siffs,*10 
| is the ſame Frace, all iſſue from the ſame 

Fountain, and therefore it is ,that theleaſt 
ce will be looked after: He that'gave 
eea right to five Talents, gave thy Bro- 
ther as good and as _ a right to one, 
ke that gave thy Neighbour a Poſſeſſion of 
2 great meaſure of grace, and thereby, it 
may be, his right 15 more manifeſted, it 
was the ſame grace that gave thee the 
Poſſeſſion of a little grace ; and yet th 
right is as ſubſtantial and true, becauſe 
the grace, that giveth grace, differenceth 
in its giving, and yet givesthe ſame right 
mder theſe different gifts. 
4. The leaſt grace diſcovers an intereſt in 
the greateſt relations, as well,as the higheſt de- 
ee of orace do's. Where there is a great 
heal of grace, you ſay, ſurely this isa Child 
of God. Ay, and there is one that hath 
. | but a grain of grace, that is as ſurely the 
* | Child of God, as he that hath more, he is 
* | & ſurely'born of God, as he that hath the 
1 | greateſt. degree of grace, here is one tha 
- | tmay be, can fill a Prayer with grace, a 
£15 another that hath hardly grace &- 
web to'ftock a few Petitions, or it may 
| b& He hath grace to ſtock a Confeſſion or 
too, and he puts forth that lixcle grace, | 
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f ke hath in his Confeflion or Petitions; 
56 what 


: 
. 
FT 


12 Of God's onning 
what then; I tell you, God will take Tarb 
of the one as well as of the other, ule 


ain. ſhall not fall to the ground, becaule t 
eaſt grain ' gives a diſcovery. of an intere 
in the greateſt relations ; thou ſayelt ſurely 
this isa Man of God; why? O he hath a 
great deal of grace, and I ſay as ſurely, 
that poor man is a Man of God, why? be- 
cauſe he hath a little grace. A Member of 
Jeſus Chriſt is that man whoſe grace is 
flouriſhing, Ay, and that man is alſo 4 
Member of Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe grace lies 
under the aſhes, there are no Flamings 
forth as yet, Ay but, my Friends, thereis 
a ſpark under the Embers: I ſhall likewiſe 

open this in theſe two Branches. 

\ 1, The firſt is this, Greateſt relations do 
not depend upon the proportions of the graces 
the relations, nay let me tell you that thol 
relations, that do diſcover. the greateſt]; 
intimacy, and bring a Man. wit 0 A 
greateſt Bleflednels, theſe do not depend |} 
or hang upon the proportion. of the gracg]* 
of thole relations. O, ſayes the Spouſe 5 s 
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the Concluſion of the Book of Cantic 
O that thou wert as my Brother, that ſuckgd |*** 
the Breaſts of my Mother, 8: Cant. v. ty}, 
So I may ſay, it is many times: with: the}5- 
Lords People, they cry out, O that Jes] 
Chriſt would reveal bimſelf to me, 0 heb# 
280 dilcavertſ 
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diſcovers himſelf to ſach and ſach, O that 
| he were as my Brother! I dare not call 
"| him my Brother, Ay, but though thou 
"ary not call him thy Brother, thou canſt 
* | humbly hope that thou art his Servant, + 
f | though thou canſt not with that Freedom 
© | andfulneſs of aſſurance, call him thy Bro- 
» | ther; O that he were as my Brother as one 
f that ſucked the Breaſts of my Mother! O 
* | that I were but in full communion with 
him! Well it may be thou art not yet in 
that falneſs of Freedom of Spirit, that thou 
canſt not as yet call him thy Brother, yet 
thou mayſt do ſo, thongh thou haſt but 
little grace: Relations do not bear propor- 
tions according to the proportion of the 
4 | Faces of the related, and therefore it is; 
at God will look after the leaſt grain of 
£ | grace, becauſe the leaſt is his. It is my lit- 
tle grain of Corn, this is my little grace, 
I this 1s my little Faith, and my little Love, 
x and this is my little. meekneſs; the leaſt. 
degree of grace doth diſcover an intereſt 
nthe greateſt relations, and greatneſs of 
* | ielation,doth not bear proportion to great- 
"3 | nels of enjoyment. | 
$ſ.. 2 Secondly, That thoſe relations that a 
20 Chriſtian ſtands in unto. God, immediately up- 
pls entring into the relation, all the bleſſings 
ba of the relaticn lye Wore him : Now os 
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leaſt degree of. grace doth admit -tq 
the Relation ; and now being admitted, 
all the bleſſedneſs, all che glory, all the. 
{weetnels, all the comfort, all the happineſs 
of the Relation, lye before this man, a 
well as before him that hath the greateſt 
degree. of grace. You will fay, what 1s-the 
glory of the Relation ? Nay what plory 5 
there that is not in any relation that belongs 
to the Goſpel ? In every Goſpel Relatior 
there is a fulne(s of glory, and a fulneſs 
Bleſſedneſs. Now, no ſooner 1s a poor crek 
rure admitted into the Relation, but all the 
blefſednels of the Relation ly's open before 
him; And the leaſt degree: of grace admits 
into the Relation. The Lord doth not dell 
with his people that are related to him & 
we do, firit bring him into one Relation, 
and then into another Relation, and then 
into a higher Relation, and then into 4 
nearer Relation. As now many times men 
bring one firſt into their. Family, take 
him up it: may be by the high way, 0 
a neighbours Child, and make -him a poot 
and mean Servant in the Family, ir may 
be, a Scullion,or the like;and then rake hit 
up to 2 higher place, after that to a high 

ace, till at lengch he come to make: ht 
Fs Child, and not oy his Child, but . 
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the leaſt Grace. Iis 
doth not deal ſo wich his people, but he 
takes them into all Relations atone and 
the ſame time. A Chriſtian, that hath the 
Raſt degree of grace, ſtands in the higheſt 
Relations to God:God doth not make him 
firſt'a Servant,and then a Steward, and af- 
terwards adopt him,and afterward ſtate all 
his Glory ' and Kingdom upon him; bur at 
one- and the ſame time, when grace 1s firſt 
wrought;then all the Relationsof the Gol- 
pel lye open together to the leaſt degree 
of grace: If a Son then an Heir, The Apoſtle 
concludes that, and that is right Gofpel ar- 
fuing, and that upon the leaſt degree of 
grace; if a Servant,then aFriend;if a Friend 
then 4 Son ; and if a Son, then an 
Heir, a' joint Heir withJeſus Chriſt. 
GoſpelRelations bear not proportion tothe 
fraces of the Relation, they are not more 
or lefs as grace inus is more or le{s;No but 
ne manarirne ſame time,that hath theleaſt 
degree of grace, all the Relations of the 
Goſpel lye open before him. Though you 
have not as much grace as others,yet there 
we as many Relations,and as great Relati- 
ons between God and you, as others, yea 
SOUcte Xs between God and the beſt 
Ghriftizn ih the,world;and,ler me tell you, 
the rheaneſt. Chriſtian in our days hath 
Sal theRelationsof theGo pel.lying-open 
Wy him; as well as the beit Diſciples that ever | 
4 I-'2. Jeſus 4 
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JeſusChriſt had either in or after his daieg 
and if ſo,my friends, then no wonder why 
God is ſo concerned about a little grace, 
Ter, faies he, ſhall not the leaſt grain fall upoy 
the Earth. 
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5. The leaſt degree of grace bears an eſſen= 
tial likeneſs to Chriſt, aswell as the greateſt 
degree of grace doth. I ſay there is an ef- 
ſential reſemblance in the leaſt degree 
of grace unto Chriſt as well as in the 
greateſt ; every ſpark of fire is true fare as 
well as the greateſt fire in your Chim- 
ney. I tell you, Chriſtians, the leaſt grace 
is Chriſt within you, there is the whole 
Image of Chriſt,there is the love of = 
and there is the holineſs of Chriſt, 
there is the meekneG of Chriſt, and 
there is the lowlineſs of Chriſt ; there 
iS in that little anEſſentialReſemblance of ' 
Chriſt,therefore no wonder tharGod takes 
ſ{omuch care for and about a little grace 

Appl. Is it fo, That for theſe reaſons 
God doth look aſter the leaſt grace in the 
leaſt Chriſtian, Then O do you make much of 
4 little duty; God makes a great account 
of alittle grace, do you make a Creae ac- 
count of a little duty. If you have bur lit- 
tle breathings of heart afterGod andChritt, 
Jeſus in your heart; do notdeny it, do not: 
{3 Ir 1snot likely that weſe ſhould 'be;: 
regarded; 
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regarded; why? becauſe they are but ſome 


weak faint breathings : You {ee that God 


= after a little grace in your hearts and 


etha great account of it; Therefore, 
[ beſeech you, having received a little from 
God make yougreat account of that little. 
Iwill but urge this with theſe two conſi- 
derations. | 
x. Seeing God makes a great account of 
that little that thou haſt, Let me only ask 
you this Queſtion, Whether it be not better 
for you to follow the example of God, than to 
follow the Devils example > The devil would 
have you to make nothing of a little, God 


and Jeſus Chriſt would have you to make 


great account of a little; Satans deſign 
5, when he cannot hinder the work, to ec- 
ple the glory of the work thatis wrought, 
and to abate and allay the beauty of the 
work that is wrought, that is Satans buſi- 
nels and deſign. I pray, friends, conſider, 
you hear it is Gods way to make much 
of a little, Now, whether will you fall in 
with God or with Satan ? He would make 
little of a great deal of grace,yea he would 
make nothing of it; but God he makes a 


, = deal of a little grace. O, Sirs, do you 
k 


refore in imitation ofGod &:ChriſtJeſus, 

do you alſo makemuch of it;you ſeeGodhath 
made ſo much of it thathe hath made it te 
| I 3 peculiar, 
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peculiar,ſpecial matter of a diſtingniſhin 
promiſe; well, ſays. he, though -will pi 
mand and fift the Houſe of 1/r-4el; and 
will turn them out of one ſieve into and 
ther,yet,faies heyſpall not the leaſt grain fall ty 
the earth. T will not loſe the leaſt grain, 
no not for all the Afſrians, for all the Ba: 
bylonians, no not for all the Devils in Hell 
Iwill not loſe the leaſt grain. God hath 
other manner of thoughts of the leaſt "oh 
of grace thou halt, than I am per{waded 
moſt Chriſtians have of the greateſt works 
of grace. | at's 

2. Truly you do not know how ſoon thts little 
maygrow up to a great deal.\t is the hypothels 
of our. Lords arguing, ſays he, ſince tho 
haſt not been faithful in a little, who will 
truſt thee with more? So TI ſay, os the 
other hand, if thou beeſt faichful 'with a 
little, if thou admire the condeſcention of 
the grace of God, to work a little grace in; 
thy heart; how doſt thou know. but God 
may the next Sermon work a great deal 
more? Jetus Chriſt may come the'nezt;op- 
potrunity with a full hand, and-empry. his! 
hand into thy heart; thou doſt not know: 


how ſoon-this lictle may be made 2. great-.| 


deal. If you be faichful in the improvemen 
ofa little, if you be chankful for a little, if 


yotldo make great account, as God dothy. 


V ; 
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bf a little, then grace will ſoon” add more, 
You:know not how ſuddenly you may be 
ſarpriſed with more. I am verily per- 
waded, that one great reaſon why men 
Prow no more 1n grace, 1s, becauſe they 
deſpiſe their little ſo much : One greatrea- 
ſon why God gives no more grace is, be- 
cauſe they deſpiſe their little grace ſo much. 
Chriſtians, I beſeech you, if you have. but 
2 liccle,O make grear account of char little, 
if there be but a grain; Itis one of Yjods 
grains caſt in by Jeſus Chriſt and the Spi- 
rit of Jeſus Chriſt, into thy heart, make 
muth of it, becauſe thou doeft not know 
how ſoon more may come, .Says Chriſt, 
Take the Talent from him that did not uſe 
it;& give it to him that had five even {o the 
Lord may come and lay, here 1s 2 poor 
creature, his heart leapt within him for Joy 
becauſe I have given him 3 little grace, 
this Soul is always blethng me for a lit- 
tle,l will give him more. Truly,Chriſttans, 
a high eſteem of a little grace is much be- 
coming the beſt Chrittians ; 1t God hath 
given you but a little, I am {ure that little is 
more than you deſerve; the ſmalleſt things 
of the Goſpel, thould be ſpent with a cry- 


'1ng. grace, grace. Therefore my frieads in 


obſervance of God, and in imitation of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, I pray ſet your eye and 
I 4 your 
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your heart upon that little, let there bet 
great value and e put upon your lit- 
tle Pace, becauſe you {ce here the Lord 
doth make it the matter ofa ſpecial pro 
miſe:Ulnder all ſhakings,when great ſto 
are up, and when wrath hath hold of the 
theSieve & ſhakes it in the hand of the ma- 
licious Aſrian,or of the malicious Babylo- 
ian, when the wrath of God ſhakes the 
Sieve,thenthe heart ofGod is upon the leaſt 
p,and the hand of God will never ſuf- 
the leaſt grain to fall. For Lo, ſays he, 
1 will command -and ſift the houſe of I(rael , 
the ſieve of the Nations,as Corn is ſifted in 4 


« Y 


| 


| 


ſieve, yet ſhall not the leaſt Grain fall upon the | 
Earth, 


| 


, 
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For Lo,l will command,and I will fift the 
Honſe of Iſrael among all Nations, like 
as Corn us ſifted in a fieve, yet ſhall 
wot the leaſt grain fall upon the Earth. 


i bg E dependance of this Subje&upori 
my former Diſcourſes, and the con- 
currence of it in the ſame general deſign, 
[ cleared in the morning. As an Introdu- 


| Qion to this Evenings Diſcourſe; I would 


only obſerve theſe two things from the 
Context to you ; and the firſt is, That it is 
a gracious Promiſe, ſucceeding the dread- 
fuleſt threatnings ; 7/rae! had offended,and 
the Lord of 1ſrael takes to the offence; and 
therefore in a more than ordinary man- 
her, the whole concern of the threatning 
is uther'd in. by the Prophet, in verſe 1. / 
ſaw (ſays he) the Lord ſtanding upon the Al- 


| tar, and he ſays, Smite the Lintel, ſmite the 


Lintel of the door, that the poſts may ſhake 3 


: | a concuſſion, a ſhaking of the Inſtitutions, 
+] and the Ordinances of the Temple, ſeems 


I 5 to 
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to uſher in this Prophecy 3 and what the 
.ſmiting of the Lintel of the door that the 
Prophet obſerves is, you may lee in the 
{ucceeding verſes; and the Lord's reſolys 
15,to take them, however they did attempt 
to ſecure themſelves from him; though 
they dig into Hell, thence ſhall my hand 
takethem; though they climb up to Hea- 
ven,l will bring them down. Sirs, There' 
710 eſcaping of the hand of God, when once the 
Lord ſtands upon the Altar, and commanas 
the Lintel of the door to be ſmitten ; he gives 
the reaſon and the account of that in the 
'next verſes I ſhall not intermeddle with 
them but yet, notwithſtanding all that he 
had threatned againſt his People,he comes 
in with this promiſe ; Yer ({ays he) ſhall not 
the ny A rain fall upon the Earth. Ithe Lora 
(lays of 

houſe of Iſrael, and it ſhall be with the Sieve 
of the Nations that bate the houſe of Iſrael, 
Lord (might 7/rael ſay) here's nothing but 
deſolation ; yea, ({ays God) look to it ; yet 
of all the, Tribes of 1/rae!, while the Na- 
tions are ſifting the Houſe of 1/-ael : I will 
look after the grain ; there ſhall nor one grain 
fall to the ground, no not the leaſt. 


Another thing I. would obſerve, That | 


this ſeems.to have an aſpect upon Goſpel- 
times : Lo, (ſays he) I will command, and yet 


ſhal 


will command, and 1 will ſift the 


__ 
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ſhall not the leaſt grain fall to the ground. 
Waving other conſiderations, I will only 
obſerve this one thing, That it is at that 

' time, when God will raiſe up the Taber- 

nacle of David; God throws his People 

by ſhovel-fulls as it were, into the Sieve 
of the Nations : It is not the Chaft, but 
the Corn that the Nations envy : It is not 
thoſe that are formal and ſuperſtitious 

Profeſſors, but the ſerious practical Chri- 

ſtians tiat are the hated z yet (fays God) 

as to them, there ſhall not a grain fall to 
the Earth 3 and I ground this Obſervation 
upon a paſſage in the 11th verſe. In that day 

({ays he) will I raiſe up the Tabernacle of Da- 

vid that is fallen. When will God ſhew 

this diſtinguiſhing kindneſs ? and when 

will God gloriftie himſelf in fulfilling the 


| Promile? in that day when God wil! raiſe 


up the Tabernacle of David that is fallen, 
and cloſe up the breaches; in that day. I 
pray you turn to As 15. v. 16. and there 
you ſhall ſee, James he is there vindicating 
{ſome practices of Peter, in going to, and 
alſo*in communicating with the Gentiles z 
$imon ((ays he) hath declared, how that 
God did at firſt viſit che Gentiles : And 
to this agree the words of the Prophet ; 

Afterward Iwill return, and build the T aber- 

natle of David that is T—_ : So that here 
Gp 7 IS 
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15 an Old-Teſtament Promiſe fulfilPd, not 
only upon the Jews,but upon the Gentiles, 
I have not time to open the myſtery that 
iScompris'd in that, only I think it is the 
Goſpel-Government of Chriſt ; and at that 
time will the Lord take eſpecial care of 
the leaſt grain, that it ſhall not fall upon 
the Earth : LL ws he commands, and 
though he ſifts the houſe of 1/rael accord- 
ing to the Spirit in the Sieve of the Na- 
tions, yet then ſhall not the leaſt grain fall ta 
the Earth. 

This ſeems to me to be the true import 
of the Context ; and I hope theſe Obſer- 
vations will make way for the Application 
of what I have delivered, and what I ſhall 
deliver to be the Caſes of Chriſtians, and 
the Caſe of the Church of Chriſt in all 
their circumſtances. 

That which I laid as the foundation of 
the whole Diſcourſe was this, That even 
in the worſt of times, God will take eſpcciat 
eare of the leaſt of Chriſtians. The meaneſt 
Chriſtians are the eſpecial care, and the 
| charge of God, and Chriſt,when the gene- 
rality of Chriſtians are expoſed to the 
greateſt danger : Says God, 1 will command, 
and I will ſift, Why, yet ſhall not the leaft 
grain fall to the Earth. 

Divers Reaſons I gave you, the fifth 
was this 3 V. That 


pam Sutcuf paun—_—y ” Ow 


CAFE 0 AR... _ wa RT IR. En aaa es 


the leaſt Grace. 125 


V. That the Lord will take ſpecial care 
of the meaneſt Chriſtians in the hazard- 
ouſeſt times, becauſe, the meaneſt Chri- - 
ſtian hath the perfe& Image of Chriſt up- 
on him; there 1s not indeed the perfection 
of degrees, yet there is a perfect Image z 
they are not come to their pitch of Chri- 
ſtianity, yet they have all attained unto 
their eſſential being of their Chriſtianity ; 
every little Grace is a full repreſentative 
of Chriſt ; the leaſt grain of Wheat is 
truly Wheat,as wel! as the fulleſt, and the 
moſt pregnant grain is ; there is the na- 
ture of Chriſt, and the nature of a Chri- 
ſtian,in the meaneſt Chriſtian that breaths 
upon the face of the Earth, (as he was in 
the form ofa Servant) and I pray obſerve, 
that the expreſs Image of his Fathers glo- 
ry (as you have it) Heb. 1, The brightneſs of 
his Glory, and the expreſs Image of his Perſon 
was upon him; Who is this? why the 
Man Jeſus, he that was the Lord's Servant, 
and the Servant to Rulers, and that took 
upon him the form of a Servant ; he at 
that time was the expreſs Image of his 
Perſon, the brightneſs of his Glory; truly, 
my Friends, ſo I may ſay, take a poor 
Chriſtian under the greateſt diſadvanta- 
ges, ſuppoſe driven into the Wilderneſs, 
tempted of the Devil, you may look on 


him 5 
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him and fay, There goes one that is the 
expreſs Image of Jeſus Chriſt, and an6- 
ther that hath divers temptations and af- 


flictions ſurrounding him, you may ſay, 


there lies one upon his Bed;there fits ano- 
ther in his Corner, that is the expreſs 
Image of Jeſus; Ay but he hath bur a lit- 
tle grace z well,the whole Image of Chriſt 
1s in that little. Thoſe that are well in- 

ed in drawing and limning, they can 
as well in a little compaſs draw the per- 
fect Efhgies, as they can in a great com- 
paſs. Truly my Friends, though your limbs 
be not ſo big (as I may ſay) though your 
countenances be not ſo big,your graces be 
not ſo big, yet here's a true repreſentation 
of Chriſt ; where's the leaſt grace there's 
a full and expreſs Image of the Perſon of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 3 and therefore the 
Lord will take care, becauſe of the Image: 
Says Chriſt, when they brought him by 
an enſnaring queſtion, to give them a re- 
ſolve, why ſhew me the penny, whoſe is the 
Image ? So my Friends, if you bring your 
own hearts to the Lord,the Lord will ask 
the queſtion, Whoſe Image, whoſe Su- 
perſcription is it? and will an{wer himſelf, 
xt is my OWN 1t 1s _ own Superſcription 
and Image,though it be in ſo ſmall a com- 
paſs. Chriſtians, I would have you corey 
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der, that God and Chriſt have great ten- 
derneſs for things without proportion ; 
though you have not ſo much Faith, nor 
ſo much Love, nor ſo much Humility, yet 
if you have true Faith, true Love, true 
Humility, God and Chriſt will know his 
own ; God will know his own Image 
though drawn in the leaſt compaſs. 1 will 
open this in theſe rwo branches. that I 
might make manifeſt the rationality of 
on proceed of the Lord ; and the firſt is 
£nN1S; 

I. That there is no part of the Image of 
Chriſt in any heart, but that does diſcover 
the whole Image to be really and indeed in the 
heart. And my reaſon is, becauſe God 
creates nothing imperfectly neither in the 
New, nor in the Old Creation, n_ 
imperfectly ; he takes Adam's Rib out 0 
his ſide, 'and he makes a perfect Image, 
and repreſentation of that; and he takes 
op Clay or Red Earth, and he makes a 

erfect man of that. Traly Chriſtians, 
et me tell you, that all monſtruous con- 
ceptions are the iflues (either on the one 
hand or the other ) of the degeneracy, . 
and not the products of the Creation. 
So here, where God hath created the 
likeneſs of Chriſt, in love there is ( you 
may-<onclude ) the likeneſs of Chriſt 
a 
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all other Excellencies z the Lord does 
not uſe to turn the new Creatures out of 
his hand by peece-meal, or by pur, now 
2 little, and then a little, but the whole 
is where there is an eſſential part ; You 
ſhall find all along, our Lord Jeſus Chrift 
owning theſe principles in his carriage 
towards his Diſciples, and towards them 
with whom he did converſe ; you can 


hardly diſcover, in his ewn diſciples, ſo 


much ( while he lived ) as to make up a 
diſtin intire Chriſtian as to parts in 
equal proportion, and yet notwithſtand- 
ing though Chriſt obſerved it, yet you 
ſhall find he owned them as his own, 
called them his own, oh. 13. Havin 
loved his own, he loved them to the yo. 
What think you? Was Peter like Chriſt? 
And did he expreſs any thing of the 
{mage of Chriſt >. when he knew that his 
Lord could have commanded Angels for 
his ſecurity, yet he truckles at the accuſa- 
tion of a filly Girl. 

2. That little grace that is in us, does diſ- 
cover a whole Tight to all Chriſt, and to all 
the Conſequences of every thing, that in 
any Capacity Feſus Chriſt did or ſuffered, 


God does not ſtand with Chriſtians ( as 


1 may ſay ) upon ſuch punctilioes as one 
Chriſtian ſtands with another upon z God 
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is wiſe, and knows that any thing of hig 
Son, is a Goſpel-evidence of full right ; 
And therefore it is becauſe of his evi- 
dence, that the Lord will look after and 
toncern himſelf in the leaſt grain. And 
that is the fifth reaſon. 

I will but add one more, for I would not 
po_ my ſelf in the Application,and that 
is this. 

VI. The leaſt grain of grace is as really 
and as truly,new-covenant grace, as the grea- 
teſt degree of grace is, or can be ſuppoſed to 
te, Or if you will, the leaſt Chriſtian thac 
hath but true grace, 1s as really a New- 
Covenant Chriſtian, as he that hath moſt 
ce, and therefore God will look after 
im ; When he is lifting 1/ael in the fieve 
of the Nations, he will look after the 
in. 
4 pray do but obſerve theſe two things 
for the clearing of this ; 

I. When the Lord Covenants to write his 
Laws, he does not covenant to write them all 
in the ſame proportion, in all hearts in the ſame 
proportion z But this is the Covenant, wilt 
orite my Laws ; and the Proportion that is 
to be written.in the hearts of the5ons,and 
Daughters of men, is left to his pleaſure 
to bedone. Many are ready to queſtion 
that little they have, becauſe they have noe 
i Y 
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ſo much as another;pray,when didGod in. 
gage himſelf to proportion thy grace to thy 
Brothers?yet though it be in a leſſer pro- 
portion,it is as trulyNew-Covenant writ: 
ing, as the wit of a greater. Do but 
turn if you 'pleaſe ro that patlage in the 
New Teſtament, Heb. 8. ver. 8. Behold the 
dayes come that I will make a New Covenant, 
with the Houſe of Iſrae], and the Houſe of 
Judah ; not according to the Covenant that 
1 made with their Fathers. &c. But ver. 10, 


T will put my Laws into their minds,and write 


them in ther hearts, Hath every one the 
ſame proportion of Goſpel-knowledyge in 
their head? No. they have not, yet every 
one hath a ſaving proportion. So as to 


grace in the heart, you ſhall find there is 


a difference in the proportion, though 
not inthe nature of the thing that is pro- 
portioned ; 1 wil! write my Laws in their 
hearts. Here's enough. And when a New- 
Covenant promiſe hath taken place in the 


heart, the' dreadfulleſt Old-Covenant 
threatning hath nothing to do there. It 
may be he hath written but ſome rough 
Character in thy heart, at the preſent, 
why that is enough to exempt thee from. 
all the Old Covenant proceeds, and to: 
give theeright to all the New-Covenant: 
Bleſſings; and if you cannor ſee it ſo well: 
God I am ſure can. 2. But 


the leaſt Grace. EJL 


2. But the leaſt grace that God hath crea- 
ledin the heart, hath the moſt Subſt antial 
womiſes made to it, I pray Chriſtians, is it 
not a more Subſtantial promiſe, that you 
hall be eternally filled with joy in the 
houſe of your Father in the Kingdom of 
glory, than to be filled with joy while 
you live here at the footſtool ? for my 
rart I think if I ſhould never have com- 
forrable day whileI live, it would be a 
great happineſs, to have ſecrer aſſurance 


| that:T ſhall have an eternal day of Bleſ- 


ktne(s ;” it may be my condition may be 
laid open to temptation, and it may be 
thine, and thou mayelt be yet tryed with 
2 Tryal that is nearer a fiery Tryal, than 
ny yet thou haſt been laid under ; but 
what then ? ( Saies the Apoſtle ) ( that I 
think had his ſhare in Sufferings, ) Theſe 
light affiiftions work for us a far more exceed- 
ing, and eternal weight of glory. Now upon 
this account it 1s, that God looks after the 
leaſt grain. I ſhall paſs to the improve- 
ment, and deliver my ſenſe as to the im- 
proveableneſs of it, in thele fve or ſix 
practical Concluſions. ' 


| Uſe. 1. Andthe firſt is this; Will God 
[in the ſiftings of 1/-ae! take care that the 
"Feaſt grain do not fall to the Earth ? Ther 
*[ ket every one look upon themſelves as greatly. 


concerned 
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concerned to be made Gods prains, My [W 


meaning is, to get grace though 1t be never 
ſo little. Satan hath two defigns by way 
of dilemma upon you 3 if you eſcape the 
one, a thouſand to one, but you fall ints 
the other, and what are- theſe deſigns of 
Satan ? truly the deſign lyes here ; 
What, ſhouldeſt thou be content with 
little, when others that have been more 
ſinful] have more ? deſpiſe and flight the 
little, becauſe it is not likely thou ſthould- 
eſt ever attain to muc!1 : and how does he 
manage it > Thou art old (he faies to 
one ) and therefore it is not likely thou 
ſhouldeſt live long, and therefore cant 
not expect to grow ; if thou hadſt begun 
betimes, it had been ſomething like. And 
to thoſe that are young all in good time 
yet: See but {ucha one, that liv'd a long 
time in the enjoyment of his pleaſure, 
and God look't upon him, and ſee how he 
grew up toa great deal of grace ina little 
time; here's the dilemma now, between 
the one and the other. My friends, I be- 
ſeech you therefore fix upon a. little 
_ I will open this in two Bran 
ches. 
I. Inthe midſt of his ſevereſt diſpenſation 
God will find out a little grace. Tt may be 


I were 


_ you will ay, will God look upon me? If 
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[ were. as David ( may the poor Soul 
ay ) and ( may another ſay )if I were as 
the Angel of the Lord, the Lord would 
kind me out 3 nay, ſtay proud Soul 3 it is 
enough if thou beeſt but weak, & let grace 
ake 1t's own time to make thee as David, 
the weak ſhall be as David and David as 
the Angel of the Lord. Friends, I would 
beg of you, that you would not live with- 
out a little grace, and that you would live 
chearfully with a little grace until God 
ave more. 

2. The Second is this. That a little in 
being 15 as much as all in reverſion. Art thou 
but a ſmall grain 2 Pray who made thee a 
(mall grain ? Hath not he alſo the refi- 
due of the Spirit > Cannot he make the 
dry Tree to grow out of the dry ground ? 
Cannot he make a little one a Na- 
ton ? Surely he hath the ref1due of 
the Spirit. Let me tell you, God ne- 
yer begins with great things, in the moſt 
remarkable proceeds of grace that are by 
paſt, and that are to come 3 but he al- 
wayes begins with a little, and ſo glorifies 
doth his grace, and his power in making 
that little greater than all. Therefore 
praySirs,let me per{ſwade you,you that are 
Joung, and you that are old, 1f you can- 
ope for a great deal,give God no reſt, Ca | 
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he give you a little ; till he make you 4 
little Chriſtian ; give him no reſt. Oh 
bring your Children, and cry, Lord, a lit- 
tle grace for this Child ; Oh bring your 
Servants,& cry,Lord little grace for this 
Servant ; Oh caſt your hearts at the Foot- 
ſtool of the Throne, and ſay, Lord a little 
grace for this graceleſs heart, if it be but 
2 little, Lord. As thy Soul liveth ( faies the 
Woman to the Prophet) have but a litth 
meal in the barrel, and alittle oyl in the cruſe; 
What then(ſavs the Prophet come & makg 
me a Cake. So I {ay my friends, as the Lord 
liveth, if he hath created a lictle grace, he 
will create more; and therefore my 
Friends, bleſs God for a little; and be not 
contented without a little: 

Uſe 2. Willnot the Lord ſuffer the 
leaſt grain to fall ro the Earth in all the 
{ifrings? Then you may ſee the haſt diffe- 
rences that are between the righteous and the 
wicked, and that in Gad's providential pro- 
ceedings. Iwill throw (lays he) the Tribes of 
Iſrael into the Sieve of the Nations ; and 
what then ? lev the Chaff go; ler the 
Chaftgo; let the heads that have not 
grain in them fall to the Earth; Oh (lays 
he) but the leaſt grain ſhall not fall co the 
Earth z you bave God's Word for it. The 
great <lffterence that God makes in his 
general 
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#eneral Judgments between the righteous 
and the wicked. 

I will open this in two Branches. 

I. There « more that God likesjn the leaſt 


grain, than there 1 in heaps of the Ci of 


the wicked ; there is more that God likes, 
in the heart of the pooreſt Chriſtian, than 
God can diſcover in a whole Nation of 
Hypocrites put together : No, there 1s 
not ſo much as a poor Chriſtian hath, that 
hath but a little grace ; caſt them into the 
ballance, and they are altogether lighter 
than vanity. When it came to the pinch 
indeed, ( faies God, ) I gave Erhiopia for 
thee, and Seb for thee ; So I tell you my 
Friends,that God makes no account of the 
chaff, though it be never fo bulky ; but 
he makes much of a little grain ; the leaſt 
Srain ſhall not fall to the Earth, let the 
chaff go whither it will ; burn it with 
unquenchable fire ( faies the Lord ) 
the leaſt grain ſhall not fall away, but the - 
bulky chaff ſhall be burnt with unquench- 
able fire. 

2, That little that a Chriſtian hath, can 
do more with God, axd for God, than all that 
athers havecan do. It may be ſuch a one 
hath great parts, well, and what does he 
do for God ? and another, he hath a great 
bulk of gifts, what can he do for ng - 
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What canhe do? Trulyall he can do ig 
only this, to difſemble with God, and to 
diſhonour God. The times have been, 
wherein gifts have been magnified above 
Srace 3 and not long ſince, by many, bat 
what is come of it ? See the providences 
of God, . how they are wheel'd about ? 
And now grace is the only thing that 
will ſtand us inſtead in our Tos ; and all 
the gifts that all the profeſſors of England 
had, cannot do ſo much as a little grace; 
it may be you have a name to live, a 

profeſs much ; but where is your grace? 
One ſaies, I am of Paul, and another Iam 
of Apollos, and what then? Where's the 
Image of Chriſt > you may be of Paul 
while you live, and $0 to Hell when you 
die; You may be of Apollos, when you 
are in the Body, and when you die ( for 
ought I know) you may be haled to judge: 
ment by the Divels in Hell. Such a ons, 
(you ſay ) he prayes, he is a mighty man 
in Prayer ; Sirs, I tell you, I value no 
more my own Prayers, that are Prayers 


of gifts, and there is no more in them; || 
and God is no more glorified in then, [A 
than an empty ſound. But a few fighs/ÞC 
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and groans, ſent up to Heaven, in a way [alt 


of grace; I tel! you this does more Put 
for God, and with God, thana hon 
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md gifts can do. Andiffo, pray con- 
fider what difference God makes, between 
the wicked, and the ſeed; obſerve the dif- 
ference. 

Uſe 3. Is it ſo that God will not ſuffer 
the leaſt grain to fall to the Earth ?* In 
theſe, and in ſuch times as theſe? Then I 
pray Sirs, Do not my your ſelves but God. 
There are many that truſt their own 
gxraces too much, and the proce of God 
to0 little 3 they think they have grace to. 
keep them. I am ſure it is little ſign of 

ace, when that grace doth put you off 

m betruſting the grace of God.Chriſti- 
ans; truſt God more, and your ſelves lefs : 
alas, what can a little do Chriſtians? ] pray 
ly the ſtreſs of your fecurity, upon what 
God hath promiſed: Yet ( faies God) 
there ſhall not the leaſt .grain fall to the Earth, 
Here is a promiſe of free grace, and there 
cannot be any thing at all in the grain; to 
ſue, or to merit this ſecurity : alas Sirs, 
hat is there in our hearts; that hath 
moſt, that we ſhould talk of ſecuring our 
5 elves ? Ler him that ſtanas ( ſaies the 
mw, Apoſtle) rake heed leſt be fall.So I may tell 
hs; ou Sirs, our Zeal is no ſecurity, our 
ay [Faith 'in it (elf is no ſufficient fecurity : 
Ire Put it _is the grace of God that made the 
2u-Mromiſe, that gives the Chriſtian' ſecuri- 
ind]. a 5 gh ty 
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ty in ſuch a time. Such a man was temp- 
red a while agoe, to turn his back u 
Jeſus Chriſt 3 and he hath bidden farwell 
to Jeſus Chriſt, and is gone 3 I pray what 
ſecurity have you, that you may not be 
the next ? is it your graces that keep you? 
No, no, it is the grace of God that {ecures 
you, and the grace of God that keeps you; 
and therefore I pray lay more ſtreſs upon 
that, though you lay leſs ſtreſs upon your 
OWN. 
I will open this in two Branches. 
I. Grace that 1 in you #s but a Stream, 
from the Fountain of Grace that us in God; 
And it is but as the drop of a Bucket unto 
the fulne(s of Grace and Holineſs that is 
in Chriſt. Who made me ( lays Cain ) my 
Brothers keeper? when God askt him 


| Where his Brother Abe! was : Truly may] 


ſay to you, God never made your own 
Graces, the {ole keepers of your own 
Souls: Who made them 2 God did not 
L am ſure; becauſe our own Graces,with- 
out the Grace of God, can never keep 


our Souls from the temptations we meet] 


withal ; and therefore Sirs, I pray truſt 


| lictle more to this God that hath proweJ- 


ſed, yet ſhall not the leaſt grain fall tothe]. 
Earth ; not becauſe it-is a grain, but bes 
cauſe God hath promiſed, that rhe: Jeane 


grain ſhall not fall. 
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Burt then, the ſecond thing that I would 
ſay is this. 

2. Your own Graces, that you have in your 
own hearts, . are eaſily ballanced, by the 
wickedneſs that is in the hearts of your Ene- 
mes. And I am ſure, they have more po- 


licy, and more power to manage their 


wickedneſs againſt your Grace, than you 
have wiſdom, or power to manage your 
Grace againſt their wickedneſs. The De- 
vil hath more wickedneſs in his nature, 
than you have grace in your nature ; it 1s 
top-full of wickedneſs ; I am ſure your 
nature is not-top-full of grace. We wreſtle 
not (lays the Apoſtle) with fleſh and blood, 
but with principalities and powers, Alas, you 
are neither principality, nor power in 
your own grace. Do but ballance your 
ſecurity, and you will eafily ſee the need 
of truſting to God, and not to your own 
grace. wy 
Uſe 4. Is it ſo, that God hath ſaid, 
that the leaſt grain ſhall not fall to the 
Earth? Oh then, How does it concern every, 


/one to know,whether they have a grain of grace 
or no. Truly my Friends, I do think it is 


2 matter of very great coricernment, that 


. you ſhould be, and we ſhould be all fully 
4 fatisfied in this. The leaſt grain ſhall nor 
IF fall, ay but an Ear thathath no grain inir 
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may fall ; the leaſt grain ſhall not fall, ay 


but the Chaft God caſts z he wi 
throughly purge his floor, and the Chaff 
he will burn with unquenchable fire. 
Now my Friends,] am not enquiring after 
your profeflion of grace, but the grace 
that is the matter of your profeſſion 3 nei- 
theram I going about to diſcover a great 
deal of grace, full and florid grace; but 
my buſineſs is to enquire after the leaſt 
grace, and to diſcover unto you whether 
ou have attained unto that blefſedneſs, to 
one of God's grains, the grain that is 
here in the Promiſe 5 though it be one of 
the leaſt of the grains? I would only ſay 
this one thing before I deſcend to particu- 
lars : Do not ſay you have grace enough, 
and therefore you are not concerned in 
the enquiry; I am ſure it is no ſign of a 
great deal of grace, to be ſhie of the dif- 
covery of a little grace 3 and a great deal 
of grace may be hid, when God chuſes the 
diſcovery by a little. 

But you will ſay, Oh that I were bit 
one of the leaſt of theſe grains of God ! 
Oh that I were but one of thoſe that God 
hath ſan&ified, though I were the leaſt of 
all his Saints that he hath ſanified ! Well 


my Friends, give me leave and I will 
open this to you in theſe two particulars. 


Would 
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Would you know whether you bein the 
compals of the leaſt of theſe grains ? 
1. Then in the firſt place, I pray in- 
quire, how ſtands your hearts affefted ? how 
ſtand your hearts affefted to more ? and to 
thoſe in whom there ts more ? Thole that 
have a natural life, they naturally incline 
to manifeſt their love, and their natural 
kindneſs to thoſe that are allied : The 
Child is naturally inclined to thoſe that 
are allied ; Nature's dictates determine 
the heart in that caſe 3 ſo does New Na- 
ture incline to the ſame. How ſtands your 
bearts affected to thoſe that have a great 
deal of grace ? How ſtand you affected 
to him that hath the Treaſures of all 
frace ? He that hath a lictle, loves Jeſus 
Chriſt ; he loves Chriſt as the Treaſury 
of more, though Chriſt at preſent ſuſpends 
the giving of more ; though he ſees bur 
little in his own heart, yet he cannot bur 
love Jeſus Chriſt, that hath the diſpoſe of - 
all. Tr 1s one ſign of true grace, that it is 
awaies inclined to have more. Now Sirs, 
open your hearts for this word ; How 
ſtand they affected to Chriſt > How ſtand 
they affected to ſuch Ordinances, where 
does moſt ordinarily work grace ? 
days God to Ezekiel, Thou art to this 


Yople as a lovely Song  O poor people ! 
(k 3) There 
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There are many more pleaſed with the 
gifts of the Miniſter, than the grace of 


the Miniſter. - - Sirs, I pray conſider, How 
ſtand your hearts affected to grace > He 


that hath a little; would not loſea little :. 


A Child tends naturally to have life con- 
tinued, and to have more : So I ſay, How 
itand your hearts affe&ted to living Ordi- 
nances? a living Mediator ? a Mediator 
that hath all grace?- Let me tell you ; if 
you do not love Chriſt as the Treaſury of 
grace, I ſuſpe&t your: grace ; if you do 
love Jeſus Chri&, becauſe it hath pleaſed 
the Father that in him all fulneſs of grace 
ſhould dwell; I do not queſtion . your 
grace; for it is grace to love Chrilt as 
the Lord Treaſurer of all grace: *. 
2. Would you know whether you be 
one of theſe grains that God takes ſuch 
{ſpecial care about? Ther 7 pray do but en- 
quire, and conſider with your ſelves, what 
th!1g it is that your hearts, and that your 
aff eftions and minds are moſtly working tt 
wards? My meaning is plainly this ; and 
I will illuſtrate it by this expreffion ; He 
that hath no grace, can K contented 
tO be what he is, ſo his Conſcience will 
be quiet; but he that hath a little grace, 
cannot be content with a filent Conſc- 
ence, without more grace: Many there 
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are that are greatly concerned about the ' 
Peace of their Conſciencez O they do 
not know what to do ! . Conſcience ac- 
cuſes, the Devil ſeems to be ler looſe, 
the Law comes in, Threatnings come in, 
alas, they know not what to do; rife 
up, they have no peace; lie down, they 
have no peace, under Fob's circumſtan- 
ces, his very Bed was a trouble to him. 
Now my Friends, - my buſineſs is not to 
enquire, what Conſcience ſays, but what 
your: hearts naturally incline to :Do your 
hearts naturally incline to more \grace ? 
Some there are, can'ealily be ſatisfied, 
if they do but apprehend they have 

ace to ſave them; but a heart that 


'hach rrue grace, though it be- never 


fo little, though it doth know it hath 
enough to fave it, cannot be fatisfied 
without it hath more: Now Chriſtians, 
look to your ſelvesz God help you that 
you may all of you know, -whether you be 
indeed of theſe grains that God hath 
faid ſhall not fall to the Earth. 

Uſe 5. Is it fo, That not one grain 
ſhall fall ro the Earth in all theſe ſha- 
kings? - Then 1 pray carry and demean your 
ſelves as if you were in the hands of God, 
as perſons that are now under the Lord's 
Hand, under the Lord's Eye, and under 


(k4) the 
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the Lord's Promiſe. The Devil hath 
given (as I may lay) many a thumpat 
the Sieve, and yet you are in the Sieve 
ſtill; you are nat on the ground till; 
and the powers of the World have gi- 
ven many a ſhake, and yet you are in 
the enjoyment of your Priviledges, and 
Covenant-Relations ſtill, notwithſtanding 
all the blaſts the Devil hath raiſed while 
God hath been ſifting his People in the 
Sieve of the Nations. © | 

I. Now, would you carry it as you 
ſhould,that the leaſt grain ſhould not fall ; 
Then, let me tell you, that it becomes you to eye 
God, & to glorifie God for all your Reeping hi- 
therto.T know(lays the Apoſtle)whom I have 
truſted, I pray Sirs, do but acknowledge 
him, and eye him, who for your ſakes, 
would truſt no body but himſelf; no, 
would not truſt the Nations, would not 
truſt any but himſelf, becauſe he knew 
his own power. Now Sirs, have you 
been kept in an hour of temptation? cry, 
Grace, grace : Have you been kept in an 
hour when the Powers of Darkneſs have 
| been toſſing you about? Is there any 
fire in your hearts ſtill, though the Devil 
hath been heaping of Aſhes upon you ? 
O admire the riches of God's grace and 
tenderneſs to you! Says God, Nor ong 
+ gratn 
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grain ſhall fall. Can you find that Love 
in your hearts, that was ſome years ago? 
Can you diſcover that Faith, that you 
had ſome while fince in the Lord Jeſus 
ſtill abiding > OSirs ! Admire the Lord 
who hath aid, Not one grain ſhall fall. will 
tell you one thing ( which I think is the 
deſign of the day ) that God is taking 
his People off from truſting to their own 
grace, that they might truſt more to, and 
acknowledge his grace. Alas, what help 
is in one poor, little, light grain > The 
Nations they are the Sieves, and there is 
many a terrible ſhake givenz what is 
the reaſon you are ſtill in the Sieve? 
O Chriſtians ! magnifie grace that your 
hearts are kept upon God : Magnifie 
grace that it is not with you, as it is 
with others. 

2. 1 pray friends, if you bave but alittle ; 
be always before the Throne of God for the 
increaſe of the little. You have but little 
Frace, and it may beif examined, the 
eaſt of Gods grains : Blefled be God you 
have a little grace. Bur I tell you, if God 
hath kept you all this while, it is for ſome 
ood; Sure itis for ſome good intent; 

me good purpoſe : I pray Chriſtians do 
but conſider with your ſelves; Be not 
ſatisfied with what you have, but be al- 
E | ways 
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ways crying to'God, that he would in- 
creaſe your little.Come(fays theProphet) 
let me ſee the Meal in the Barrel, 8 pour 
out the Oyl; O, my friends, be you al. 
wayes pouring out your little Oyl ; Alas 
it is but a little grace in the bottom 9 
your hearts. But be exerciſing it for more, 
Come make me a Cake ( faies the Pro- 
phet. ) Come Sirs, do you do ſome- 
thing with that little for God, and do you 
improve that little, while you are waiting 
upon God for more. This ſhould be your 
carriage. Now Sirs, what ſay your hearts? 
will they, or will they not>2 Whar anſwer 
muſt T give to God ? He tells you, he will 
keep the leaſt grain, what return ſhall be 
made to God ? Are you willing to re- 
turn this, that you will not improve the 
little? Shall the Lord receive this return 
from your hearts at this time? I tell you 
that Jeſus Chriſt is expeting the anſwers 
of your hearts 3 and what is the anſwer of 
your hearts. You lay ro me in your heart, 
T hope, O what ſhall we do#- How ſhall 
we carry it as becomes thoſe that are kept 
as the ſmalleſt of Gods graines ? Now I 
tell you, you that are the leaſt,it becomes 
ou to cry Py to God that you may 
more, and that this grain may.be in- 
creaſed with the increaſe of God, even 
- . iſa 


w 4 
6, 
AY 


1 + \-LiL, 


an . ot 


Gb-S 23” 


WE Aa eik eo PIR 1 Sw ww TH 4D Fra” 0 T7 UY bt 


the leaſt Grace. 147 


to an hundred fold; in a little time 
the Lord can (if he pleaſe) make ir increaſe 
fo Po is that heart of thine ſo back- 
ward ? 


Uſe 6. The ſixth, and laſt improve- 
ment that I ſhall make of it is this 3 Is it 
ſo my friends, that God will not ſuffer the 
ſeaſt grain to fall ro the Earth Why 
then in theſe times, in ſifting times, in winnow- 
mg times, and when the Nations are the ſieve 
im the Lords hand : Why then Chriſtians, 
you that are the Lords grains under the 
care of Gods Eye, under the protection 
of Gods hand, and within the reach of the 
influence of Gods gracious heart ; Do you 
Keep your hearts alwayes free and open. Do 
not think my friends, that ftfting times, 
are always Eparaning Cas ; Keepas near 
to God as you can. When God throws 
you ( as it were )) from him\,to be ſure he 
will recover you again to him; and there- 
fore Chriſtians I pray you now, thar you 
would do this; that you would keep near 
to God ; that is your priviledge, and it is 


alſo your duty. Keep but in Gods hands, 


and you are well enough... Do not you, 
by reaſon of your own Corruptions, ſtart 
out of Gods way. God hath the fieve in 
his own hand 3 The Nation is but a wg 
= as 
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(as I may fay) pray, while God would 


148 
have you there, keep there, don't ſtep out 


of the Lords way till the Lord hath done all 
his work. 


I pray obſerve one thing for the open- 
ing of it, and that is this ; Live by this prin- 
ciple, let the Lord taks his own courſe with 
you, to finiſh his own work, upon you. The 
Lord he is offended at 1f-ael, and he takes 
the Rod of his anger into his hand, and 
he breaks them, and bruſes them : Ay 
but there were ſome in 1/-ae! that did 
keep in the Lords way ; and what then ? 
When the Lord hath accompliſhe his 
work upon Mount S102, why then he 
will break the Rod. My friends, do but 
look upon temptations, and afflictions, you 
meet withal as means, and methods, that 


he purge you with ; Is there no chaff 


hangs upon the Corn ? I believe there is 
too much ; it may be God hath a mind to 
ſhake thee out of thy profeſſion,that is,out 
of confidence in, or lurking under thy 
Profeſſion for ſecurity. Here's a little chaff 
hangs, and God hath a mind it + ſhall be 


burat, and it ſticks very cloſe, and God he * 


will give it another ſhake in the Sieve. 
Why Sirs, let the Lord alone in his own' 
way ; He is ſifting 3 Ay but he will To 
after 


the leaſt Grace. 149 
after the Wheat, while he is nn 4 pray 
Chriſtians, let God alone. It may be God 
istrying you this way, it may be God is 
trying another, another way ; trying 
2 Servant by a Miſtreſs 3 crying a Pa- 
rent by a Child, trying a Child by a Pa- 
rent, trying a Miſtrels by a Servant. 
Why, what is the meaning of all > Why 
yet there is a little ſticks to che grain. O 
Sirs, I tell you, God woul ] have you all 
clean, and let God alone in the way of his 
own proceeds with you; he xill look after 


the grain, and it's no matte *fthe chaff be 
burnt. 


And now I pray Sirs,having thus ſtretch't 
forth my hand to you, what is the return 
[ ſhall make, to him that ſent me ? Are 
jou willing to abide in Gods way 2 And 
* . kt God aJone in his own way? Chriſti- 
ans ſhould be willing that God ſhould fift, 
till the grain be clean. You do not take 
the chaft and the grain, to make your 
klves bread of ; it is not fit for your uſe 
tlll it be ſiſted. Well Sirs, I tell you, there 
may be a little grain, but God hath a 

[und to fift you a little more : he will; 
make you fit for his uſe, before he hatl1 
G&ne with you. And therefore let him a- 
ne in his way z Does God afflict you 2 
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T pray keep in Gods way, though it be 
in a way of affliction, though it be in 7 
way of Tryal, do not you leap, or 
ſtep out of the way of Gods; Ndo, 
no, It is a dangerous. thing for a Chri- 
ſtian, to be found wandering alone in 
an evil time. All that I ſhall fay & 
the cloſe of the whole is this ; You {ee 
my Friends, that God commands the 
Sieve. Behold ( faies God ) I will com- 
mand, what will God command 2 Why 1 
will command the 4ſjriar into the uſe of 
a ſieve, and I will command the Babyloni- 
an into the uſe of a ſteve, and I will com- 
mand Edom into the uſe of a fieve ; T will 
command this Nation, and the other Nx 
tion; you ſee my Friends,what ever inſtru. 
ments God makes uſe of, he hath a pect- 
liar regard unto the leaſt grace, and the 
leaſt Chriſtian 3 I will 'command them 
and I will fift. Chriſtian, the worſt of thy 
condition is ſtill in the Lords hand : And 
therefore I pray Chriſtians upon the re- 
view of the whole ; conſidering God 
hath ſaid, that he will do the bufinels ; if 
God faies, I will ſift ſuch a one, in the 


Sieve of Tempration, I will try him thi 


way 3 I will fift another with afflictionsþ 
. | will try him that way; I praye let God 
z fone. Keep your hearts alwaies open tf..- 


him} 
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himz Kee in the way of God, and then you 
will be found inheriting of the bleſſing of 
theſe Sermons, and it will be faid, Lo, 
though the Lord hath ſifted them, yer 
not one grain is loſt. And you may ſay, Lo, 
though theLord is ſifting me in the ſteve of 
the Nations, yet I ſhall not loſe one grain. 
For this is his word; 1 will Command, and 
I will ſift them, in the ſieve of the Nati- 
ons: As Corn 1s ſifted in a ſieve, yet ſhall 
not the leaſt grain # to the Earth, 


SERMON 
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For Lo, IT will Commaid and I will ft 
the Houſe of Iſrael among all Na- 
tions, as Corn ts ſifted in a fieve, yet 
ſhall not the leaſt grain fall upon the 
Earth. | 


& Yew words are a reſerve of grace, this 
and the preceding verſe are a mixture 
of wrath and mercy. The greateſt diſco- 
{very of wrath that ordinarily we meet 
withal,and yet the greateſt reſerve of grace 
and mercy that ordinarily we meet withal 
n the Scripture. The diſcovery's of wrath 
[ſhall only deſire a little to deſcant upon, 
lays the Prophet in the 8. v. The Eyes of 


| then? 7 will deftroy it,{ays he, from off the face 
of the Earth; and at the 9.v.ſays he,Lo I wilt 
command C& Iwill ſift the Houſe of [[rae] amon 
« Nations. Nations of all Tempers, an 
k Nations 


the Lord are upon a ſinful Kingdom;and what ' | 
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Nations of all Spirits, be they of an Egypt- 
tian or of a Babylonian Spirit, be they of all 
Edomitith Spirit, or of any Spirit whatſo- 
ever, ſays God, I will {ift them among all 
Nations. It is as much as if God ſhould 
ſay, I will let looſe all forts of Spirits, that 
are evil,and afflictive,upon the finful King- 
dom, the Houſe of 1/rael ; behold, ſays God, 
the Eyes of the Lord are upon a ſinful King- 
dom. I pray obſerve; 

- Obſ. That your preſence with, or your rela- 
tion, to a Religious People, cannot ſecure you 
from the dreadful threatnings that are de- 
nounced againſt the Irreligious, by a Holy 
God. Lo, ſays he, 1will command, &c. And 
I do not remember a like paſſage, upon the 
like occaſion, in the Scripture 3 / will com- 
mand, ſays he, and I wilt ſift the Houſe of Ii: 
rael, and the Eyes of the Lord are upon a 
finful! Kingdom. Sirs, it is not enough t6 
be with Chriftians, and to walk witli 
Chriftians, ' except you your ſelves be 
Chriſtians ; it is not your being with, 6 
walking with, the Lords People, that cat 


ſecure you from the Lords threatnid$| 


But yet notwithſtanding! the dreadfulne$ 
of the threatning, here 1s a double reſerve 


of grace; in the $8. vv. he concludes with 


reſerve of grace, and indeed it is the mat 


God, in the Old Teſtament, WP. 
Wie” 


ner of 


, 
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wind up his dreadfat.threatnings in- the 
molt incouraging promiſes: of abſolute 
grace, ſaving, that I will .not utterly deſtro 

the Houſe of Jacob, ſaith the Lord. [will 
only obſerve -this one thing to you,, that 
whenever-you meet with the word Facob 
in Scripture, you may conclude that the 
Holy Ghoſt doth intend a diſcovery both 

of the Politick, and of the Spiritual weak- 
neſs of that People, and when you meet 
with the word 1/rael, then it hath relati- 
on to that name which the Angel of. the 
Lord gave to Facob upon his wreſtling with 
him, and-.it-doth import the ſtrength. of 
the People; faving, ſays he, that I will not 
utterly deftroy the Houſe of Faces, though. 
they be never ſo contemptible, though ne- 
ver ſo weak, yet, ſays he, for all my anger, 
and for all my threataings,for all myJuftice 
and Holinefs; as if he had faid, yer I will 


not utterly deſtroy the Howſe of Jacob., The 


like reſerve of grace you have in the 
words of the Text, yet ſhall not the leaſt 
rain fall upon the Earth; though the:;Lord 


leems to caſt them out of his hand androut .- 


of his care, yet his Heart works towards 
themz: if there be but, among a:heap. of 
Tares, a grain of Wheat, though. it bene- 


=y yer io little, if chere be but the Seed; of 
| God, there is Seminal Vertue in it,. yer; 


Y 
| 
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faysGod,ſhall not the leaſt grain fall upon 


theEarth:And the reaſon ofGods kindneſs 


in general is this, the enmity of the Nati- 
ons is againſt the grains, and-the kindneſs 
and grace of God doth extend unto the 
leaſt grain; and therefore notwithſtanding 
theenmity of Hell, and of thoſe that are 
ſpirited by Hell,yet God hath ſaid, Lo, Iwill 
command and I will ſift,he will command and 
he will ſecure,he will ſecure the leaſt grain, 
that it falls not to the Earth. Brethren,you 


that have. attained to greater meaſures of 


ce, think not your ſelves unconcerned 
1n this word, the time may come you may 
ſee little enough, and thoſe that have 
molt grace, are many times leaſt ſenſible. 
The obſervation was this, 


Do&. That in the moſt deſolating general 
Common Calamity of profeſſing Nations, 
God will look after the leaſt of thoſe that 
arg ſmcere profeſſours, 


Tr is the leaſt grace in the heart, and the 


leaſt Chriſtian in the company, that Gods 
Eye is upon,and theLords hear is towards, 


and the Lords Arm is about ; yer, faies he, 


ſhall not the leaſt grain fall to the Earth. 


| I ſhall proceed to what remains,and that, | 

= > * | 

15 yet tO give you a further account of = ; 
,, 


kin 


- 
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; 
\ 
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kindneſs, and of the Lords gracious care of bis 
little ones, in the moſt perilous and dangerous 
times: Temptations are high, perſecutions 
are high, corruptions are high et if there 
be but the leaſt grace, thy Soul thall not 
miſcarry. In the further proſecution of this 
Subje&, I ſhall only commend to your 
ſerious conſideration, -theſe four Scripture 


obſervations. : 
I. And the firſt is this. Therefore the 


leaſt Chriſtian, that hath the leaſt grace, ſhall 
not eternally miſcarry and fall to the Earth, 


b Then the Chaff and Tares do : Becaule that 


4a account of the firſt fenſe of the People 


the Eord,in the qo of the diſpenſations 
of his providence,will ſo deal withChriſti- 
ans, as he dealt with Chriſt, and let me tel! 
you that Chriſt and the Spirit of Chriſt, 
are alſo conſenting to, and concerned in, 
this reſolve. What a poor thing was it, 
that all the Roman Empire, and all the 
ſtate of the People of 1/rael, the Jews, 
ſhould be concerned againſt a Carpenters 
Son,and yet they could not carry it he, ſin- 
gles out only a few Fiſher-men for his 
Companions, and yet they were not able, 
with all their intereſt, and with al! their -- 
learning, to bring any thing to any period 
againſt their attempts. The Prophet 1/aiah, 
in the 53 Ehap. of his prophecy, gives us 


of 
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of Iſrael, which was the grand practical 
principle of theirs, and the Romans reſolve 


againſt him the 2 verſe: For he ſhall 'grow 
th as a tender plant, as a root ont of a dry 


ground, he hath no form nor comtelineſs, and 


when we ſhall ſee him, there is no\ beanty that 
we ſhould defire him Is this the Meiſrh(as if 
they ſhould fay ) which is the matter of all 
the promiſes and prophecies, of the Old 
Fegament No this 15 not he; is not this, 
* fay 'they ( when he did appear ) the Car- 
penters Son, the poor Child of the con- 
temptible Carpenter, whoſe Father and 
Mother is with us ? We know him well 
enough, and yet notwithitinding all the 


meannefs of his deſcent and the unlikely- - 


nefs of his producing his defigned ſucceſs 
inthe World, yet he carries on all before 
him; 'whilſche was living, the Fhariſees 


themſelves and the Scribes were afraid of | 


him; 1F we let thit man alone, fay they, the 
World will run after him, and the Romans will 
come, and take away our Nation from us, 
Such a ſecret ſenſe they had of the ſuccels, 
and a ſecret power that did. begin to ap- 
pear, and would further appear inthe _ma-. 
nagernent of his miniſtry. Now/my frrends; 


Me BOW up all as roots out of dry' ground.*Þ 
Take a willow.,and plant it upon the topoÞ 
amountain, which is a 'dry {andy grounds 1. 
. 13 
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it is not like to grow there; ſo take a 
Chriſtian that hath bur a little lighr,and bur 
4 little grace, plant him'in a wicked fami- 
ly, amongſt a company of wicked Neigh- 
bours, you will think he is not likely to 
make any thing of his Chriſtianity there : 
Father is againſt him, Mother againſt him, 
Brethren againſt him, every mans hand 
is againſt the new Profeſſor, and yet he 
grows. And thisRoot that is growing out of 
a dry ground hath many a pluck.,Satar gives 
a pluck at it,and theWorld gives a pluck at 
it,and yet the root continues in the ground, 
and this root that is thus planted in this 
dry ground, an unlikely place to produce 
any thing to anySpiritual or eternal purpoſe, 
goes ON its way; why ſurely, my friends, 
this muſt needs diſcover a great reaſon why 
Chriſtians that are unlikely to be ſecured, 


unlikely to live, why they thould both live 


and be ſecured in their life ; why ? Be- 
cauſe the Lord Jeſus Chriſt was to deale 
withal. I ſhall give you two illuſtrations 
of this. | 

1. And the firſt is this: It is the general 
deſign of the Goſpel, that all things ſlould be 
"ſo carryed on, and managed, that it might 


4. |. be to the advancement of free grace: To cat 


'off,, IS the Apoſtle {1ys, all occalton of 


der 
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der what we have to boaſt of, alas, yon 
that are ſtrong you were as weak as others, 
ou that have your Hearts, -as you appre- 
end now, full ofgrace, they were onceas 
empty as others, and you that are now,as 
it were,in full communion and fellow ſhip 
with God; you once ſtood at an equal dif- 
tance with others, what have you to boaſt 
of > When the Lord would cut off all 
occaſion of boaſting from the People of 1/- 

* rael, ſays he, thy Father was an Ammorite, 
and thy Mother an Hitite, and thy Birth 
and Nativity were of the Land of Canaan, 
here I pray conſider in the ſequel of this 
diſcourſe of his, in the 16 of Exzekze!; the 
general State of every profeſlor from firſt 
to laſt, I found thee in thy Blood, lays he, 
caſt out to the loathing of thy Perſon. What 
could be bretiges or preſumed upon as to 
this but only death, nothing but miſery 
and ruin could atend thee, I found thee 
in thy. Blood, as a Child new born, caſt 
our into the open Field, expoled untg the 
varieties of Weather, ſays God, fo I found 
thee. Thy Father was an Ammorite and thy 
Mother an Hitite;well what then#ſee the de- 
fizn ofGod v.8,when Tpaſſed by thee and loo 
pon thee,beheld thy time was a time of love; AS 
if che Lord ſhould ſay, and would haveus I* 
to underRand, that all his dealings wich IN ban 
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{ be acknowledged by us to . be the Iflues 
of his free grace; afterwards you ſhall find 
how the Lord decke her with Orna- 
ments, and clothed her with broidered 
work, and ſhod her with badgers Skigs, 
and girded her about with fine linnen 
from the 10 verſe, and ſo on. He goes on 

to diſcover her beauty and yet was 
found in her bloud caſt out to the loath- 

ing of her perſon, and yet the Lord made 

her ſo beautiful and ſo comely that there 
was none to be compared to her, and the 
fame of her beauty went forth through- 

out all che Earth. Truly, Chriſtians, the _— 
Lord hath diſcovered the ſame thing "1 
to be his deſign in the new Teſtament, as *F* 
the Apoſtle faies in his Epiſtle to the * 
Romans, he concludes them all under fin ; 
all Children of wrath, all in their blood, 
all pod w_ what is the delign? F rus 
no fleſh, ſaies he, may glory in his ſight. 
$0 that you' ſee here, 'Chriltians, that the 
Lords. deſign is to make us conforma-, 
ble to Chriſt and he will take care of 
us & about us in our low condition, and 7 
this is his deſign that neither chole that, 8 
ae weak Chriſtians, nor thoſe that are hr 
*Ifrong Chriſtians, ſhould aſcribe any 
Ithing to themſelves but that we ſhould 2 
-J@y, grace, grace, -to every little work of. « 
oh | K grace, | 
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grace and to the: fmalleſt gifts of grace; 
2. The Lord will take care of the meaneſt. . 
grace, becauſe he will. deal by them as he 
dealt by his own Son that ſo their hearts may 
be more united unto Chriſt, That their hearts 
may be more encouraged under all their 
Spiritual diſcouragements to fall in with 
hrift. Why thou ſayeſt alas, Iama di 
Tree,and it may be thou haſt been ſo thebs 


many yegrs, ahd thou cryeſt out, O this |, 


wilderneſs heart of mine! O this barren 
- heart of mine; I can ſeenothing at all in it, 
but every temptation runs me down;ev 
body tramples upon me. Why it was fo | ; 
with Chrift, as to his worldly Adverſaries, | 
. though not ſo as to his Spiritual Adverſa- 
ries; but, my friends,here lay the deſign of 
God concerning you, that you alſo may be | 
encouraged to come to Chriſt who. was 
lookt upon as the leaſt grain in all Gods. 
Sieve, grew,as I obſerved,as a root out of 4 
dry ground, he was deſpiſed of the nations, 
and he was abhorred of the people, that is, 
as he was conſidered under the notion ofa |; 
Meſſiah or Mediator: ſo I fay the Lord, 
Chriſt was deſpiſed. Well it may be fo are |; 


ou deſpiſed and diſcouraged, and the |. 
d hath a good end in permiflive pros [4 
vidences, and in preſent poſitive provis [4;.; 


dences about your littlene(,and about yo wh. 
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deſpiſedneſs;-the Lord hath a good end in - 
| it,and what is the end of the Lord but to 
bring you nearer unto the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt > Why, Chriſtians, let me tell you, 
the meaneſt of you may ſay in ſome ſenſe; 
Lord, thou wert even as we are the def(- 
piſed of the'nations,thou waſt abhorred of 
| the people even as we are, thou wert remp- 
* | tedas we are. And I will but only add 
* {one thing more, that God expoſed his Son 
| ] to greater ſervitude then ever he did, or 
» | will,or can, expoſe any Chriſtian to, than 
7 | what Chriſt himſelf was expoſed to; There 
0 | isnot a meaner ſervice,though honourable 
» [in its (elf, there is not a meaner condition 
= | that any Chriſtian can be expoſed to :So 
that- you may obſerve from hence the 
meaning of that expreſſion that he learned 
obedience, that is, he learned a Goſpel 
> | carriage by the things that he ſuffered, as 
AF be i 
you have it in the 5 Heb. 8. A Goſpel 
carriage, how, and to whom? truly,friends, 
Al Goſpel carriage to the meaneſt and 
1 pooreſt of Goſpel Chriſtians. This is the 
advantage of all that I have ſaid in theo- 
bo pening of this, that the meanelt Chriſtian 
may look upon Chriſt as once ina meaner 
condition than himſelf; and yet he- rnay 


T4 


vis 


[ok upon Chriſt, notwithſtanding - the 
Sitanne(s of his condition as to externals, 
i K 2 as 
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as under a preſent ſenſe and an overrule- 
ng ay. 6s to look after and alſo tore- 
ceive them that are ſo mean. 

2. The ſecond reaſon” why the Lord 
will not ſuffer the leaſt grain,or the Chriſti- 
an that hath the leaſt grace,to miſcarry,not- 
withſtanding all its thakings -and ſifrings, 
though in the ſieve of the Nations, is, be- 
cauſe the Lord hath takgn, under both Teſta- 
ments, a peculiar . ard primary cognizance of 
thoſe that are leaft in grace : there is none 
that lie nearer the Heart and Boſom' of 
God and Chriſt, then thoſe that are new 
born. I ſhall open it in general, and then 
11lnftrate it in two particulars. In general, 
I will only turn you to one paſlage in the 
Prophecy of 1/aiah, in the 40. Chap. 11, 
v. Thereyou have the Lord declaring his 


— 


ſenſe, and Prophecying what ſhould be his 
Sons carriage to his People, he ſhall feed his 
flock like a Shepherd. Ay,but there areLambs, 
and thoſe that are new faln Lambs, that 
are weak, that cannot go, that want che- 
" riſhing, thar they are falne in a ſtormy day, 
that is, as I conceive, Chriſtians begotten 
under Perſecution for Chriſtianity's fake, 
young ones not in reſpect of their-natu 
but their Spiritual Birth, what ſhall be- 
come of them. The flocks are. better 
able to bear the buſle of the wind and 
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weather and tormes, but what ſhall be- 
come of the lambs Why, ſaies he, he ſhall - 
gather the lambs with his arm, and carry them 
in his Boſome, and ſhall gently lead thoſe that 
are with young, you ſhall find the like care 
expreſled. by our Lord after his reſurreci- 
on, Fohn 21. 15. v. and when they had 


| dined Jeſus ſaid to Simon Peter, Simon Sor 


of Jonas loveſt thou me more then theſe ? He 
ſaith unto him, yea Lord thou knoweſt that I 
love thee, he doth not ſay if thou loveſt 
me, then go and die for me, then go and 
renounce thy for{wearing of me, -he doth 
not ſay. if thou loveſt me go and expoſe thy 
felf to all hazzards for my names ſake, bur 
the firſt thing that he fixeth upon as the 
manifeſtation of his love to him is,che feed- 
ing of his lambs : As if the meaneſt and 
the weakeſt were more the care of Chriſt, 
and nearer the heart of Chriſt, than 
the ſheep, which afterwards he is com- 
manded to feed ; if thou loveſt me, feed my 
lambs. O Chriſtians, the great care and the 
great proviſion that is made in borh Teſta- 
ments, and the great injunctions that are 
laid upon thoſe that are concerned in the 


- admimiftration of both Teltaments, is, to 


look after the meaneſt Chriſtians, which 
muſt needs diſcover this great truth, that 


; the meaneſt Chriſtian, that is a Chriſtian 
al} indeed, ſhall not miſcarry, but I ſhall 


K 3 open 
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open this further to you in two branches 
1. That the leaſt grace in the leaſt Chriſti- 


an is the produtt of the greateſt grace that 


works in the Blefſed Trinity. There 1s no- 
thing in the leaſtChriſtian,but the great and 
infinite grace of the Blefled Trinity con- 
curred to the producing of it. This I would 
only illuſtrate to, you by a'paſlage of our 


Lord in Math. 13. v. 31. where he 


compares the Kingdom of Heaven to a 
grain of muſtard ſeed, why what is the 
Kingdom of Heaven buc the Adminiſtra- 
tion of the Goſpel, according to the Eter- 
nal Counſels of God, that are paſt in Hea- 
ven? Now, faies he, The Kingdom of He4- 
ven 15 454 grain of muſtard ſeed. Why but 
Lord, might they ſay, here is a grain that 
hath 'brought forth and ſpread abundantly, 
this is Iike the Kingdom of Heaven indeed; 
ay but faies he, the little grain. though it 


be the. leaſt of all grains, 1s a fit fimilitade | 
and compariſon for the Kingdom of Hea- 


venz To what ſhall I liken the Kingdom of 
Heaven ? The Kingdom of Heaven, laies 
he, ts like a grain of muſtardſeed, which | a 


man took, and [owed in his field : So that there 


is the whole reſemblance of the Kingdom 
of Heayen, even ina littlegrain, as ſoon 
as ever it 15 ſown, as much as when 1t is 1n 
- ts greateſt flouriſh, after its full growth, 
there is a real and a comprehenſive reſem- 
blance 
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blance of it itrthe leaſt ſeed of grace, that is 
ſown in thy heart,there is theGrace of the 
Kingdom manifeſted in thee;theRighteout 

neſs of the Kingdom is manifeſted 1n thee; 

The offices of all perſons concerned in the 

Kingdom, they are all manifeſted in thee, 

Jeſus Chriſts mediation, and the Spirits 

Sanctification, and the Fathers Juſtificati- 

on, theſe are all manifeſted upon the leaſt 

work of grace that is wrought in thee: I 

rell you, there is a ſubſtantial maniteſtati- 
on of all the bleſlednefles of the Kingdom 
of Heaven, in the leaſt work of grace that 

15 wrought upon any Heart. 

2. The leaſt work of grace, npon the Heart 
of the leaft Chriſtians a manifeſt ation,notonly 
of the Kingdom of Heaven, but a real demon- 
ſtration ofthe King4omofG lory, A demonſtra- 
tion 4 priori, as . ou call ita demonſtration 
of that which is antecedent,or anantecedent 
demonftration, of the Kingdom of Glory, 
as well as the greateſt laurithesof grace. I 
pray, Chriſtians, conſider, :-you that -are 
young in grace, you have a demonſtration 
in you, an antecedent demonſtration of the 
' Kingdom of. Glory, .I' pray. what is: the 
Kingdom of Glory; bur the flourith of thact 
love,_ that thavenow wrought in me, in 
-the Kingdom of grace? Ir 1s the increaſe 
of my likenets to God fandto Jeſus Chriſt 
- 1n Heaven, that is -a begun in me, this 
| 4 | 15 
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is the Kingdom of Glory. Now this little 
work of grace is an antecedent demon- 
| ftration of an incomprehentible weight of 
Glory that is to be put upon the People of 
God, when they come in Heaven, and 
this you may ſee evidenced in the parable, 
that I laſt mentioned, and in the other 
parables, that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt doth 
make ule of. 

3. A Third Propoſition is this, That 
the greateſt and dreadfulleſt threatnings are 
denounced againſt diſcouraging carriages to+ 
wards thoſe that haveleaſt grace, 4s well as 
towards thoſe that have greateſt: Nay let 
me alſo tell you this, that although the 
themſelves be under the tokens of Gods 
diſpleaſure, yet their Relation ro God 
doth heightenthem,as aggravations of their 


enemies carriage towards them. I find not 


a greater threatning ever came out of the 
mouth of Chriſt Jeſus, when he was on 
Earth, then this, 1: were berter, ſay's he, 
for” that man that he had a Milſtone 
hanged about his neck, and he caſt into the 
midſt of the Sea, then he ſhould fend one of 
theſe little ones that beljeveth on me,he ſpeaks 
not of little ones as to nature, but of lit- 


tle onesas to grace. The deſign of the Jews 


was to lay ſtumbling blocks before the 


lictle ones, that is, thoſe that had a lit- | 


tle 
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tle love to Chriſt, thoſe that had a little 
Faith on Chriſt, thoſe whoſe hearts were 
enzaged by that little fire of grace that 
was in them, to follow the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. Says Chriſt, If any man doth of- 
fend one of theſe little ones, it were better for 
him that a Milſtone were hanged about his neck 
and he caſt into the miaſt o the' Sea.But Iſhall 
open this likewiſe in theſe two branches. 

1, Gods ſevereſt execurion of threatnings 
takes itsriſe fromthe adverſaries carriage to- 
wards tbe leaſt of thoſe 'that belong to him : 
As for inſtance, you khow God threatned 
that he would have perpetual War with 
Amaleck,, and why with Ameleckmore then 
with 246ab, 'or with Edom, or the other 
Nations that gave diſturbance to his Peo- 
ple-? you ſhall find the reaſon to be, be- 
cauſe they watched their opportunity, and 
{more the hinmoſt of the "A they did 
not march upon the front of the People, 
but they watched their advantage, and 
they {more the hinmoſt,and feebleſt of the 
People, therefore, fays God, I will have per- 
perual Wir with Amaleck: and this lay as 
it were reſerved in the Boſom of God, till 
the firſt King that ever appeared upon the 
Throne of [/rael. $a was not command- 
> Jed torally his Forces and go againſt Egypr, 

- Ithat Old Enemy,. that Old Oppreſlor, nor 


againſt 
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againſt Xokb,-;'and thoſe that inveigle 
them, and intixed-them - in the matter 0 
Baal Peor, but 20, fays God to Saul, and ut- 
rterly deſtroy Amalek, 1 Sam. 15. fro 
of the face of the Earth. And Saul he Ja 
pare none bat poor King Agag, and God 
was ſo iocenfed againſt him, that he ſent 
Samuel his Prophet to him, to tell him, 
that God had rent the Kingdom of 1/rael 
from him; at the 28. v. becauſe he did | 
not execute. the fierceneſs of his wratha- | * 
gainſt Amalek, for ſmiting the hindmoſ} | 7 
bf the People, and thoſe that were feeble 
amoneſt' them; as they came out of Egypr, 
Aad truly,” Friends, this is the deſign, . and 
hath been all along the deſign of your ſpir 
ritual adverſaries, they ſeldom march -up- 
onthe Front, but in the Spwit of —_— 
they wait for their advantage - upon thoſe 
thacareweak and feeble: And for my part 
Fdo- think; that this will be one of the 
reateſt-- aggravations of the fin of the 
Devils, that they have Tempted the liecle 
ones that have followed Jeſus Chriſft.'T | $ 
pray! take notice of another paſſage;\coſs ot 
cerning the poor and weak condition, the 
people of 1/racl were in, the time of Oba [YO 
diah;/ you ſhall find in that Prophecy hat [ 
the 4ſhrians came upon them,! and maks mc 


a {quander among the: People, and- het: bp 
' , W | &\ 
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were two or three, and there was another 
two or three,. or it may be more ina com: 
pany, that skulkt away, from his. force and 
cruelty, into by ways and by places, - en- 
deavouring to ſhift for themſelves, and 
fave their lives. I pray do but obſerve now 
how the Lord comes upon Edom, that 
was the Off-ſpring of Eſau, Facobs Bro- 
ther, in the 10. v. of that prophecy, for 
thy violence againſt thy Brother Jacob, ſhame 
| bath covered thee, and thou ſhalt be cut off 
for ever. Lord, might -Edom ſay, didſt-not 
thou ſay, thou wouldſt utrerly deſtroy this - 
People from the Earth ? 'and Iwill hiſs for 
the Aſſyrian, and, Lord, haſt thou not faid 
that 4ffyria is the rod of thine anger in 
thy hard ? well, my Friends, notwithſtand- 
ing all that could be objected in a way of 
reaſon, ſee how God treats with Edo, 
v. I. 4. neither ſhouldſt thou have ſtood "inthe 
croſs way,to cut off thoſe of his that did eſcape, 
&c. This T only produce to diſcover to 
you the {everity of Gods threatning'a- 
taint thoſe, that offer diſturbance -and 
diſcouragement to + his People in their 
weakeſtcapacities and condirions:The like 
you may obſerve in the Revelations, and 
I the other paſſages of the New Tefta- 
ment, but I will not any- further proceed 
pon that, {© that you ſee I have openeda 
bc | turther 
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and tender regard, that he hath over his 
own People. | 

4. The greateſt promiſes lay hold upon thoſe 
that are inthe meaneſt condition, upon thoſe 
that are inthe pooreſt weakeſt, unlikelieſs con- 
dition : Be not diſcouraged, Chriſtian, at 
the unlikelineſs that is upon thy Soul, as 
to the grouth of grace, though your grace 
be little, and your diſcouragements great, 
yet let metell you, there are greater pro- 
' miſes in the word, proportionally con(ider- 
ed, made to you, than to others. I pray 
obſerve what the Pſalmiſt fay's, in the 92. 
Pſa. 16. v. There ſhall be a handful of Corn 
in the Earth, upon the top of the Mountaifhh, 
the fruit thereof ſhall ſhake like Lebanon, and 


they of the City ſhall flouriſh ike the Graſs of | 


the Earth, They are, in 2 proſperous con- 
dition, ſhall Aouriſh like the Graſs of the 
Earth; thoſe that proſper in ſeculars or in 
temporals, they ſhall not loſe their bleſ- 
ſing, but ſhall Aourith like the Graſs of the 
Earth, but, ſays he, there (hall be at that 


time, when theſe things thall be, chere | 


ſhall be a People that ſhall be caſt into the 


World,as a handful of Corn that « caſt upon | 
the top of the Mountain ; alas, what can you |'- 


expect from a handful of Corn, that iscaſt 


upon the top of a mouutain, but has tl 
ould} - 
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ſhould be withered and dried up? why? be- 
cauſe there want Earth and Soil to nouriſh 
it, and the ſpirit of the Earth to maintain 
itz therefore ir cannot be expected, that 
it ſhould come to any maturity. -Yet, ſays 
the Lord,” when they of the City ſhall 
flouriſh like the Graſs, then the handful of 
Corn that is upon the top of the Mountain,(that 
is expoſed to wind and weather ) the fruic 
thereof ſhall ſhake like Lebanon, they ſhall 
grow like the Cedars in Lebanon; fo that you 
{ee, my Friends, thoſe that are unlikely, 
thoſe thatare meaneſt, that are but as 4 
handful of Corn caſt upon the Mountains, yet 
"I tell you, you are under as great a promiſe, 
. as any under their greateſt external flou- 
- rifhing, they of theCity ſhall flouriſh, as 
the Graſs of the Earth, but thoſe that are. 
caſt upon the Mountain ſhall ſhake like 
Lebanon. Q 
Appl. And there are three Inferences, 
that I ſhall deſire to manage, and fo con- 
clude ; the firſt ſhall be in relation to thoſe that 
' are the leaſt Ehriſtians, the ſecond, ſhall 
bave relation to thoſe of a bigger ſize, and 
_the third Inference ſha have relation to 
- thoſe that are neither great nor little Chriſti- 
' ans, but n0 Chriſtians at all. 
* USE. 1. to thoſe that are leaſt, they are 
04 grains, but they are the leaſt grain; my 
= - | meaning | 
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meaning plainly is this, and I think it is the 


meaning of theHoly Ghoſtzthofe that have _ 


leaſt grace,and thole that have leaſt gifts,8: 
thoſe that have done leaſt for God, and 
thoſe that have enjoyed leaſt of God, thoſe 
that have obſerved leaſt of Gods golngs iti 
bis Sanctuary, that have experienced leaft 
of Gods workings upon their Spirits; my 
deſign, Chriſtians, is principally upon you 
and therfore I ſhall ſay three or fourhings 
particularly to you, and the firſt is this, be 
not diſcouraged*+ at your littleneſs of grace, if 
there be but truth of grace; There were ma- 
ny when the ſecoxd Temple was built, and 
they ſaw it did not amount to the glory of 
the firſt Temple, they fell a weeping, and 
were greatly diſcouraged, and God was 
fain'to'raiſe them up a Prophet on pur- 
pole” to'bear up their ſpirits. O there was 
not that Gold, there was not. that outward 
Glory and Splendor, that there was upon 
the firſt Temple that was 'deſtroyed! and 
God raiſed them up a:Prophet, and what 
ſays the Prophet to them, ſays -he, You 
law the Glory of the former Temple, and 


T cell you, ſays he. 1hat the Gloryof the lat- 

wer Temple + ſhall be greater than the Glory” 
of the former; They were diſconraged at | 
'the- plainneſs, and meanneſs of the byild-* 
ing, and of the furniture, and adorning - | 
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the Temple; nay, ſays God, if that be the 
thing, do not trouble your {elves about ir. 


|. Sol ſay, my Friends, you may take an eſti- 


mate of others Hearts, and compare others 
Hearts with yours, and you fall a mur- 
muring,- and diſcouragement ſeizes upon 
you, nay but let me ſay to you, in thename 
of the Lord, if there be but a little grace, . 
be not diſcouraged at the littleneſs of it ; 
you hgve-reaſon tobe humbled, that it, is 
no more, that is very true, but yet-you 
have no reaſon to be diſcouraged, becaule 
there is a little, and the Lord hath com- 
manded me to tell you, that it lay in his 
power, and within the reach of his grace, 
to .make the glory of that little grace, 
that is in your Heart, far exceed the Glo- 
ry of that great deal, that you obſerve to 
break forth in the Hearts of.others; and 
therefore be not diſcouraged; Ihall urge 
this under theſe two confiderations. 

I. Thou ſeeſt it may be what is in thy heart, 
but thou deeſt not know what is in Chriſts hand 
for thy heart. Thou ſeeſt what comes out - 
of Chriſts hand to thy heart, but thou-doeſt 


1 not ſee what remains in Chriſts hand 


for thee, therefore be not diſcouraged 


| becauſe it is little. I pray do bur 


obſerve a paſſage in Zach. 12. 8. In 


| 3hat day ſhall theLord defend the inhabitants 


144 Of God's owning 
of Jeruſalem: And he that is feeble among 
them ( That is he that hath little Courage, 
little ſpirit, little ſtrength ; the word ſigni- 
fies he that is {o feeble thathe is faln a- 
mongſt them faln among the Croud, by 
reaſon of his feebleneſs, he thatis feeble 
among them, ) At that aay, ſhall be as Da- 
vid, and the houſe of David ſhall be as God, as 
the -Ingel of the Lord before them. Now, 
Chriſtian,I pray whet is the diſcouragement 
that lieth upon thee? thou ſayeſt thou art l; 
feeble and thou art weak and thou art poor q| 
&thou art empty,thy heart is empty, thy . 
head empty, and thy afte&tions empty, thy |® 
prayers are empty,& thy converſationemp- 
ry;all this is true &God knows it is true & | 
whence comes all this? O thou artfallen in 
the ſtreets by reaſon of the feeblenels of thy 
grace, andthe weakneſs that doth attend 
thy duties, thou canſt hardly ſet a ſtep but 
thou falleſt, thou goeſt ſtumbling and 
{rambling on to Heaven, and thou haſt not ' 
ftrength enough ſcarce to go throagh any 
diſcouragement: Well, friend, though it be 
thus with thee, 7 conſider here is the | 
word of the Lord for thy encouragement, |. 
The feeble amongſt them ſhall be as David. |! 
And I pray in whole hand is the cuſtody Þ}® 
or keeping of the Bleſſing that is wraptup F< 
in this promiſe? Is itnot in the hand or J*% 
Chriſt? All this courage and all this lrength 
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and all theſe parts and all this grace that 
miſt make thee like David, A man after 
Gods own heart to fulfil actually all his 
will, all this is in the hands of Chriſt: Ard 
the feeble ſhall be as David. And there- 
fore I pray, Sirs, though you ſee but 
little in your own. hearts, yet be. not 
diſcouraged, you do not ſee all that is in 
the heart and hand ofChriſt for you. That is 
the firſt. 

' 2. You complain, of your feeblene(s and 
littlene(s;alas, you areas Corn that is dwin- 
dled up, as we ſay: the leaſt of grains. Ay 

but conſider, theres the ſeminal vertue of 
more -in you : That little grace that is in 
you hatha ſeminal vertue in it, God kxow- 
Ih, faith the Apoſtle, who are his,; Thoſe 
that are born of God,that have.the ſeed of 
God-in them God knows them. | So that 
though thou doeſt not know, by reaſon of 
thy littleneſs,what thou art,yet God knows 
{notwithſtanding thy lictleneſs what, thou 
tz he knows that there is a ſeed of 
JIgrace in thee,and therefore I ſay be not dif- 


our ed. | | 3:% 
"iS. YE Is it {o that the-Lord Jeſus 
Uhriſt will look af ter his little ones and 
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Il not ſaffer the leaſt grain to'fall upon 
"*Ke Earth. Ther be you putting forth a little 
Pbongh it be bus alittle. Thou complaineſt 
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thou art but little; truly Tam affraid-rhat- 


many-mens complaints are Attetided .velth 
as much formality as ever the Scribes-and 
Phariſees Religion was: .Now I tay it it be 


but a lirele, rhou haſt realonthe more to be 3 


putting forth char lirtle: And Jet me 48; 
youJe(us Chriſt doth expe&rhat you thould; 
be purcing forth your lirtle; that 1c may ap- 
pear that you are wheat indeed, that. you 
are: Chriſtians indeed,” And; though you 
cannot do {0 much as another doth, yet:1 
| beleech you conficer,if you be but a grain: 
you may do more than:others, that are be- 
hind you, that have .not. the: leaſt gran of 
grace wrought in them, you may do more 
than they do. I will-urge this with 'two 
conſiderations. ROS: -- 47417 
+2,” Theftwſt is this. 4 Grele improvemetid 
made by us goeth a great way with God; 11 fg 
little Goſpel! improvement madeof a licth 
oh Earth goes a great way in Heaven: And 
tet me rell you this alſo further, that;there 
are [nd bounds.” that-' can:- pofiibly +- -be 
ſuppoſed to be preſcribed to + the: a6 


ceprance,and to the reward,;of the improv-[ e] 
mentofa liccle grace- You-know.not, My ( 


Friends;:but a weak one may become Ne 
tion, anda. feeble 'one! may be multiplyat 


bu 
ing 


| bytheBleſſing of Godinco any: Natialsſt 
you know not how God may bleſs a Jittiqp 
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Improvement. Therefore my exhortation |, 
to you is, to ſtir up your. ſelves to be putting = 
forth ſomerhing; if you, have but a little” *- 
faith let it appear that you have'# little; 
and if you haue but a little love to the '- 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt,to his perſon andOfhices, 
let that little appear, 'Sirs : and thoughie” 
do appear but little on earth yet,ler me cell - 
you, 1t will go a great way in Heaven. 
You may obſerve this, by that poor Wo: ' 
man that had but one poor mite to caſt intb 
the treaſury; and Jeſus Chriſt fat at the 
door obſerving how rich men came, and 
caſt into the treaſury of the Houſe of the 
Lord a great deal, and this poor Woman 
comes,that had byt one mite, 6 ſhe caſt in. 
all chat ſhe had.I pray obſerve how far this 
oes with Chriſt ; Chriſt could not forbear' 
t calls his diſciples to him & faith, Yerily 


TL ſay unto.you this Woman hathcaſt in more 


thanthey all. Why, my friends, if you have 
but a mite, caſt it in, though you can but 
figh or groan, though you can do bur lit- 
tle, yet do alittle for the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
do alittle for him in your hearts, . do 4 lit- 
tle for him in your families amongſt yours 
Children.and Servants; It may beyon have 
but little to be doing withal, I'pray be -do-» 


ab ing ſomething with your little: Ir is for 


at}the Lord Chriſt, you know not how far in 


” ſ " 's 


+3.,, | Heaven 


\ \\ | o 


2. Hath. the Lord: taken' ſuch ca 


ons and -Revolations of affairs, when God 


i5 {ifting his people inthe ſieve of theN ati-- 


ons, thati he knows do hare them wh 

perfect hatred ? then methinks, This ſhould 
peak,entouragement unto the little ones not only 
ro put forth a little for Chriſt, but this alfo 


ſhould lay,an engagment upon them to be wil- | 
ling to Fs any thing,rather than to part with - 
the care and protettion of God and Chriſt. You / 


have a little,Sirs, well here ſtands the caſe; 


wall ou Part with ard for-g0 that: God - 


and that, Chriſt, that hive'the care and the 


charge of your little grace,or will you ſtick. 
2 Methings you. ſhould bewilling 
toſufteralitrle forChriſt,rather than toparr 


x 
- 


ro him 2 


withthart great ſecuri'y that is betruſtedwith 
Chriſt for you. The apoſtle had bur irtle 
of the world, yet he met with great fut- 


ferings3 it, may be you have but lirtle | 
grace in the world,andGod ealls you to lit- |. * 
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Heaven 2 ge that is done onEarth maygy: 
progee his lictle ones, though they be the' 
eaſt-grains,- and that,in all theCo»mmo'ti-* 


| 


tle ſufferings, in compariſon with thoſe 44 


thut are truly and formally great ſufferini 
Why now, Sirs, I pray be willing to' pat 
with ſomething for the fake of ' the'L 
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- tothoſe things" that your hearts are moſt 
Yaddicted- tbo , ſuffer che loſsof {i jotnerh ering 
[You ſee alittle grace/ Sang Mk oft 


-:taken abont18;1 SM Hani chers be 
'/'any thingingou, th at i oo, yori-par 


+ little,” bur] ſuffer the. out. All 
akin is offeaſive.to. tlie Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 
becauſe the- Lord Jeſus Ki bath aid 
UL hope g all. fferiti FC _ 
IH look-after-that ep. 18 thats 151 

US E-/2;,-there are. lome that* _ 
grains of 4bigger,that are of a greater ſize 


7 with it; ;do;;-notonly {1 2, Gl 6 of 


7 i; Chriſtianity; L.pray.do or "you "deſpiſe 


> ithofs that:are leſs, but 5A e thei growth 

'TD\4 greater: degree; do, 1 hs pile 4 

” becauſe 063 liccle:This'1 « great! 

-mon?it: Chr ths , and. tell you of It in 
ed Tm. 
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very great evil, even; a 
fy-10 great at- 


| fors, that 'they-are.apt 
ame 
keir heads £5 full, 


thoſe that-arg/young. 
and Icould with t| air wh rts were fuller 
/. than theirheads, th OTE Ar Taany that oo” 


' full heads;purGodjkn woe very emp 
Hearts "Crititans, 1 Weſeech 
RN Rarates 


'you inthe- Lor d, and 
you wad, ;carry _it-.a5. becomes you, to- 
wards 'thaſe chat ate: -irtle choſe that 
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.*,. have but'z lirtle grace, do what in you ly's 
--{ toancreaſe thathtele, to cheriſh that: lir- 
-.; tle...I ſhould urge this with” diverſe | con- 
4, fiderations$, T will - only ay this, Chrifti- 
/{ + ans, . the. Encreaſe of their lictle will be 
.+; ſo your encreaſe, their_bleſſing will be 
+,: your bleſſing, as you are members of. the 


110 are, wut let: me tell yuu; ſuppoſe.you 
,:. have, God may make therh very uſeful to 


-: You,..and. more uſeful than thoſe that have. 
.. more grace were ever made to you - It 
Pb arm Fa there are two Chriſtians 'come to- 
-;- Ether, mer that do pretend to'a great 
© ";deal of grace: they fall into diſcourſe toge- 
and whar is the ſubje& of their gil- 
e2 alasit may be,' it is nothing that 


th.cork 
-);3n each 


eo 1 (F, 


— 


iS ther, 
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other 3] but there” comes a poor 
.:;,, Chriſtian, that hath bur little, and he falls 
1. ; of inquiring, O how ſhall Tget more grace? 
1 /;and jr **s an earneſtne(s and zeal of 
--;\ {pirit after more grace ; and many other. 
ings of this nature. might be urged, I will 


"Ord Nao great dea race, how came 
-c; Yyouby that great deal ? was'it not all by 


d they diſcourage you'#' did. they caſt 


>. ;bur only Add this:1 prays Chriſtians, youl-. 
Or Sg 


T- WR ? did not other Chriſtians help you ?]. 
Cl 


erh the mutual advance of grace | 
e G 


® 
ft» 
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{tumbling blocks of iniquity betore 708 | 
; ace} 
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\ have you totake al ons 


the leaſt DrAce. > 

face? did they. receive þ xou to doubrful 
-,i.diſputations ? No, no, they were: read 

: you;and {God Gre 

'"the encreaſe, Butth ls is that that Tyoald 

with you; t ha&their 


little may be be an your great 'deal, 


better.r 


- if they improve” their little, better then 
-y9u do your grear'deal,. and it may be true 


18, this ſenſe, that they that -have: leaſc 


may. have moſt, and they thar afe laſt may 
. comme to be firſt: and' Therefors, Chriſtians, 


"= 


| .you that think you have a grear'deal, ſee 


ar you carry.it as, becomes you,: Y ro'thoſe 

that have bur little, 
uu S. Fo 3.1 \ould peak Goinbching to 
y.2 that ; axe.” neither great” nor little 
ans Hole rhat have'no rice at all, 
K,- ther 'more.tipr lets; .T have" reeityords 
0, jr y. t6 you, 1.Suppoſe,c bur the Life ſhould 
"20 egin this ſif4b17g, wt w rk. aming. you, - :] pray 
 Piflp Wore, haye yo LS ro ſecureyou'? For | 
ug! tl bagy' you ay be ſifted out of the - 
ieve,' the empeſt may come,-and blow 
you. with:theChaft ve unquencheable fire: 
therefore, [ beſbech you,. can{1der, there 
-are. ten "Touſind: Fl ten / thouſand 
e-heen baptized inthe name of the 


if Taber 

-- . Father,Sonand Holy Ghoſt, that aredam- 
- .ned-in the. name of the Father 'Son and 
Holy Ghoſt, and for ought I know: this 


TJ. 4 may 


T 4 


' 
FE - 


\* , © o Gods owning 
maybe your caſe. ere long, if you donot 


| look after a little grace, to get it in'due 


__ ] pray, Sirs, confider with '1 oy 
&s, what ecurity you have,in caſe 


K _ 44> be ſuch a di gy as 1s vs 


threatiied > that: God ſhould fift you,. and 


tr may be Satan; may have liberty to raiſe , 


the wind, whilſt God is ſifting in the fieve 
of the Nations, what will become of the 
Chatf?- Chriſt tells you, thathe will come, 


ay,\he will come, þur'it is in another ſenſe 
' tO; YAU, he will - come, and will  throughly 


Wc e bis floor with his, Fann, and theWheat 


| Ke] into, bu garner, but the' Chaff 


ig Kate with jnquencheablt fre. I pray, 


' _ do bur conlider, this one. chibg, is it 


-netperter for you;to have a promiſe of ſe- 


| wn now, than'to defer it, upon'hopes, 
(--, \that you may have 1t; hereafrer? the pro- 


i, no e reaches to the leaſt of the vieins,and 
arther 3 and I have no 'cmmiſfion to 
a7 any further. to you, by 1 ay of fecuri- 
' Cy. ; But then,... 


442, Is it fo that there is Is a ctomike 
con. to the leaſt grain, why, tet me. tell you, | 


the promiſe of ſecurity,lay 5 Oper 1 to -you;though 
for. the preſent, as you are” -finnets, and 


while youare ſo, I cannot ſay thatthe pro-|- 
. miſe doth reach. you. Yet notwithſtanding 
. you are fo, I may tell you che-promiſe 15}: 


Opel 


ene o nent n 


— S 


; 
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_ ” leaſt"Grarte. he153 
open to you, and ler me further tell-you, 
t the Heart of the Fenty, doth con- 
cur with the'promiſe;:and doth ſtand:open 
co receive you: What:think you of _—_ 
ners ? 'the promiſes of Sariftificatian ar 
pen, the:promiſes.:of Salvation by: — 
are open to you.” Though I-cannot lay, at | 
to day thou art. within,\che reach -of the 
promiſes, yer- if I could fay tha before 
P; morrow, : thou -hait receiv . 
hoagh-bur as a grain-of muſtard. ſeed; 
OEOW; I could fay, and ſay it in Bone 


of the-Lord; come what will come; God 
and Chtiſt will look:-after this Soul.,.Is it 


 - not betterifor you.then.to day, WRUIt is 


One. to day, to open your Hearts — 
Chriſt; and Yr.the Spirit of Chr vo iomw 

HEY 2 dictle grace; though never.{H/little, 

a rharaab 1t 156alled to day; Q:Signers! 


” get a little gracez-ahd;be contenttobegin 


witt-a little: - Itvis a little grace that will - - 
bring you withinthe xeach of the'promilſe. 
Do nor fay within your ſelves, the þelike 
youthink,: we have no. grace at ally why 
a ,1t you. be fianers,, I lay you'have not 
'not| ſo muchas a grain -of fuſtard 
[abd:1 lay, 10 re, not yer Within the 
_ the promiſe; .but I fay AP) get 
_ little grace, though: never, little, 
chat 'you may but-be truly called.a grain, 
nen 


$7154 Of Gods owning | 
ns no: may ſee; though it be never o lit-T - 
ae; yer. thegreateſt Tnefl of -protecti- | - 
19 ada made to you}: Feria ue: the Per- | 
<11106s,: that.are concerned: In 9H raiſe. 
3 $The rhire' thing that fay to 
----ypuchar are rio Grains, that: ws no grace 
.-arall;is this; 7 pray Wo.bar-con {idgr with your 
Jos when God and Chrift , andthe Spirit-come | 
0 Zo paſs judgment: and to give! inevidtinee a ainſt 
- YQ1ts: what w:ll ow be: able tq anfmer 2 What 
1 ewitlyou ſay:thavigrace; was: neygy, offered 
"LOnEP. I nuſtbe. fotced to ippear;and all 
- the Miniſters that ever youhayehtard,and 
: &thathave tendered'che grace: TelisChrilt, 
-Land*Chriſt with! all bis: falnes:a>yor; all] 
- -- our Sermons oe e;ſhallbbeÞroaght in a 
.../; evidences againſt you. Canyoubeir>this: 
"i Yon that have''heard us with delight, anc 
have'ſeemed to take pleaſlirtr7 n-what We 
oP ritelcenabg preached/rol you ;:whay| 
Waga: nowito have ts;ofraftetanother]'” 
et eSemmwis that havebeen peach ] 
j in your heating; to be broughe1p as af; 
.| evidence againſt you ?:And'noconly/{0 bu 
| 'for:God: to: cotnEin againſt! you;'and ay Þ 
_ offered 'you pracby:and for: Chriſt ro iaf 
" Toffered you my'blood; ahdithbSpiritty} 
ſtrove Wy ou'roweokia:work q- 
Wn in-youzI be Gock you; firs; conſider. Þ 
'2 dofict ſpeak theſerhings to ſpend cime,by: | 


Tg 


of 


. thisis that my Soul longs after that I might 


.to be in'the teachof one of the. pram 


the leaſt Grace, >, 455 
perſwade every finner to become a ſaint.8: 
Ws! dnderas oneittiat hath gotten a ES 
might make 'jt his buſmeſs [co ger: more 
grace ; For; finners, you-cannever-have 
Jay too {oon,and, Saints; you cannever 
ave grace too'tnuch. ' Iſhall,only, urge all 
that I have ſaid with theſe-# things. . 
Firſt. 1f, ſinners, you will now come in. and 


cloſe 'with *Chriſt' to day, while.;it js.called to 


day, ('Be you young 'or 'old Lyalueit.not, 
be, you what/youwillbe ;what{oever your 
condition he,')' As fqon as ever .you come in, 
and get the leaſt grace, all-the Trimry that is 
concerned in the promiſe will,aecor#ing to their 


reſpettroe Relations, purſne the'deſign | and in- 


rendment of tht" promiſe upon you and for. you, 
in all the ſucceeding 'ciroumſtances of - your 


lives. Why is not thisa thing that 1s deſi- 


rable?. It may bea'wicked man may make 
2 promile to thee, \thou art his Chill and 
he a wicked Father, if thou-wilt.not do ſo 
and fo;he will not do this and that for thee: 
Why I pray now;is it not better for you to 


 have'the promiſeof one Gad for good, and 


* © a 


iſes 
of che bleſſed Trinity, than to be 


C -ancompaſſed and'invironed with: all the 
4: . - Pr omiles of them that are enemies to God, 
+} ', andalfato you for Gods fake Here«now 

| hs, ph 


> og % 
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oY fall cot Earth when God Us, the Na- 
-”" tions; I pray ballancethis; with all the pro- 
rmiſes ofthe :Word: when -God cones a 

- ſifting either; by Tempfacion or Perlecu- 
tion or tMictions; when God- cotijes a 
ſifting, Jopr ray who can keep. you in;the 
Sieve ?/'/Who .can-;keep. you out of Hell 
can'all- your 'rich-friends-and great frietds, 
canall the' powers of the World, keep you 
--outcof everlaſting burnings ? > No, Iersgnly 
| "ui ee d6-it, yet thall-got the leaſt Grain 
it upon the: Earth, For-my part: I think 

one profniſe..made Tm the Bleſſed 

God yea then:to-havea thouſand pro- 
* * miles (though rhey, were ina. capacity to 
"\ fall ers ow by, the greatelt; Powers 


rae ID World 
he-laft ching that (hall leave npon 
4 ©-you is thile, -- Thzt/t heofdoner . your cloſe 'with 
NE ft Fl Pioner 4a willlie [afe; The fooner 
race the ſannefyou will have the 
oferace.Great: aff che diftra&tions 
mindsof menunger various, be 


vp 


ci 


" "of t &M 


is a protmife;yet ſhall-nor- the leaſt: Grain 
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 henfions, fapproathingdangers;" 30d; 


zends; *in*a time! and 2 ; wh 
ord fays come, Chih 


viggeh 2D 
gitd rhe 


Spirit fiyscome.andthe Cole y rome 


nd Miniſters ſay. ONE WV 
it come *.Sits, ro daft, whil 
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day. For my patt, I'think -it is never too. 

on oy a Ss to be _ _ IS DUR hb. 
everlaſting burnings, and theretore it you., 

do believe the hinge thatT have delivered, - 
you that are Saints of a lictle attainment, 
carry it as becomes you; You. that are 
Saints.of a greater attainment carry 1t as 


becomes you;zand you that have attained no 


grace atall carryit as becomes you. And this 
15 that that becomes you, To come unto Je- 
ſus Chriſt, and be reſtleſs till the Lord 
make you one of his graines though never 
ſo lirtle. ; ; | 
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A Freral Diſcourſes concernigg Ailual 


Providence. 
A Word in Seaſon. 
Defenfive Armour againſt four of Sa- 
tans moſt Fiery Darts. 
. Sermon upon the whole firſt and ſecond 
| (Dm of the Canticles. 
2 Sermons u yu ſeveral uſeful Sub- 
jittral publiſhed by John Collivgs,D. D. 
F The way of the Spirit, zn bringing 
4 Souls to Chriſt : 
The Glory of Chriſt ſett forth with the 
 meceſhty of Faith, in ſeveral Sermons, 
toth z Mr. Thomas Allen, late paſtor 
7 al ; Ser at Norwich. 
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Enochs, walk with God and Chriſt, '2 
Chriſtians gain by Mr. Timothy Armi- 
tage late Miniſter in Norwich, 

A-Diſcourſe of the- preciouſueſs of. 
Precizus promiſe 5s, the portion of '0ouer- 
comers: 

Faith, and «f the preciouſneſs of Chriſt, 
both Ly Mr. fonn Lougher Minifter in 
Norfolk. TOR 

The Saints Ebenezer bj Ms; Francis 
Engiiſh late Miniſter in Norwich. 

Niredions to ſpell Engliſh right. 

The Hiſtory of the rote; Ye. Refor- 
mation, as it was Pegun by Luther. 

The Dead Saint Taking, being a Ser-. 
mon Preached upon bt Death of Mr. 
New come. | 

The Engliſh Presbyterian. 

The ordinary matter of prayers, drawn 
into Queſtions au 4nſwers. 

Two T reatiſes: The firlt of rejeyring in 
the Lord Jeſus in all caſes and Conditi- 
on5-; -The-fecond. of a-Chriſtians hope in 
Heaven, and Freedom from Condemnation 
by Chriſt, both by Mr. Robert Aſty 
tate Miniſter of Jeſu (Chriſt in Nor- 
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